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PREFACE 


. TO THE NEW EDITION. 


1'he battle was still raging at Montmartre, 
when the printer, who, as well as myself, 
was devoted to the cause of the King, came 
*to me for the manuscript of this work. Buo- 
naparte was then at Fontainebleau, with 50 
or 60 thousand men; nothing was settled res- 
pecting the late of the Bourbons. In case 
of a reverse, speedy flight could alone have 
saved me from death. Ever since the assassi- 
nation of the Duke D’Enghien, I have, it 
is true, been accustomed to run all the 
chances of fortune ; though threatened every 
six months with being shot, cut to pieces, 
or imprisoned for the remainder of my life, 
yet I performed what I thought my duty. 
But circumstanced as 1 was„ when I last 


a 
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wrote,' my mind naturally too much a^yitated 
,to admit of the strictest observance of projirie- 
ty. Combattants, on the field of battle, little 
think of proportioning their blows f I, there-, 
fore, considered myself as entitled to in- 
dulgence, and writing on a subject of such 
urgent and general imjiortance, I flattered' 
myself with the hope that all would readily 
overlook a few inaccuracies unavoidable In 
a work finished under the roaring of canon, 
and published, as it were, on the breai h. 

I 

I shall, however, answer' every ob- 
jection. 

Some errors concerning facts, dates, 
and places, had crept into the first edition ; 
they have been corrected in this. 

The Italians are hurt at my having con- 
founded Corsica with Italy, they quote an 
Italian proverb highly derogatory to B?Jo- 
naparte’s native countiy. 

But I have evidently attacked neither 
Corsica nor Italy in general; it is, at all 
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secret friends of the Bourbons, for having 
dared to iotroduce in their instructions a 
few precepts of morality and religion. But 
those persecutions, so honourable for the 
members of the university, are at the same 
time a proof of the truth of my represeiitar 
tions : far from having too highly coloured 
njy pictures, I may safely say that they are 
rather undercharged*. 

Truly happy shall I be to find that this 
work has done some good; that it has tended 
to remove the veil with which so odious a 
tyranny was covered ! 

My opinion of Buonaparte is sufficiently 
justified by his last moments. I had long 
foreseen that he would not make an honour- 
able exit: but he has, indeed, exceeded my 


* Several persons have done me the honour to communi- 
cate to me some monstrous particulars concerning many 
branches of his administration ; they accuse me of having been 
tame and of not having spoke out. 1 feel much obliged to those 
well-meaning persons : but the time is not yet come for writing 
the whole history of Buoxaparte^ and this pamphlet is already 
too long. 



expectation, fle retains in his humiliation 
hisi character of actor and imitator ; he now 
affects to be cool and indifferent ; he passes 
judgment on himself, lie speaks of himself 
as of another man, of his fall as of an acci- 
dent that has happened to a neighbour ; he 
reasons about what the BouRiioys have to 
hope and to fear; he now imitates a Sylla, 
a Diocletian, as he formerly acted the part of 
Alexander and Charlemagne. He wishes 
to appear insensible to every thing, and 
perhaps he is so in reality. A kind of joy, 
however, pierces through his apathy; he 
evidently is happy in having preserved his 
life. We will not envy him that happiness. 
He who excites our pity is no longer to be 
feared. 



PREFACE. 


I had begun this Work three or four 
months ago; events have outrun my 
wishes; I am too late, and I rejoice 
.at it. Many passages will no longer ap- 
ply to the political situation of the mo- 
ment; but if my ideas should only serve 
to excite a greater detestation of the ty- 
ranny from which we have just emer- 
ged, and to attach us to the govern- 
ment which is restored to us; its pub- 
lication would still be of some utility. 




APPENDIX. 


To the Editor of the Journal de Paris. 

Sir, 

Several persons have remarked with sur- 
prise^, that, on alluding in my last work to 
the generous powers that have just delivered 
us, I have not mentioned ^l^ngland. I plead 
guilty, and am extremely concerned for this 
Very involuntary omission: but it finds its 
•' excuse in the grandeur of the spectacle which 
we witnessed, and in the hurry of a composi- 
tion finished in the midst of a revolution as 
sudden as incredible. It .was but natural, 
that, during the first moments of our liberty, 
those august Princesj who first entered our 
walls, should alone excite the transports of our 
gratitude: we were justly dazzled with the 
magnanimity of Alexander, and of the Suc- 
cessor to the Great Frederic, the recollec- 
tion of which will live for ever in our hearts. 
Nor were our eyes fixed with less emotion and 
admiration on the Austrian Generalissimo, 
who reminded us of the greatness of the sacri- 
fice of his virtuous and worthy Sovereign. 



The other monarchs that entered into this 
holy league, will for ever be dear to France, 
for the aiTection which they bear to our King 
and the hatred they have vowed to 'the tyrant. 
But surely, no Frenchman can forget what he 
owes to the Prince Regent of Fngland and to 
the generous nation that has so much contri- ' 
buted to our deliverance. The standards of 
Elizahetu waved in the armies of Henry IV ; 
they again shine conspicuous in the battalions 
that restore us our Louis XVlll. 

We are too sensibly alive to glory not to 
admire that Lord Weelington, who so.strik- 
ingly recalls the virtues and the talents of our 
Tubenne. Who is not moved to tears when 
he recollects that this truly great man pro- 
mised on our retreat from Portugal two gui- 
n>‘as for each French prisoner that should be 
brought to him alive ? On entering our pro- 
vinces, he by the sole moral force of his cha- 
racter, much more than by the vigour of his 
military discipline, miraculously checked the 
fiesentment of the Portuguese and the ven* 
^ance of the Spaniards in fine, it is uhder 



his banners that tiie first shouts of Long live 
the King! anakenedoor unfortunate country ^ 
instead of a captive French monarch, the 
modern 'Black Prince brings back to Bordeaux 
a free French King. \\ hen King John was 
conducted a prisoner to London, he was so 
affected with the generosity of Edward, that 
hh conceited a great attachment for his con- 
(juerors, and returned to die in the land of 
his captivity, as if he had foreseen that, at 
some future time, that land would be the 
last asylum of the last offspring of his race, 
and that the descendants of the Talbots 
and the Chandos’ would hospitably receive 
the proscribed posterity of the La Hires and 
the Duguesclins. 

1 have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Vour most obedient humble servant, 
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OF 


BUONAPARTE, 

THE BOURBONS, 

(Jrc. ^c, ^ 


never shall believe that I am writing 
ov<‘r the grave of France : 1 cannot bring my- 
self to think that whei- the day of revenge is 
past the day of mercy is not to dawn upon us. 
The ancient patrimony of the Most Christian 
Kill"'' f'orjjiof I'o ; tliat kingdom shall 

not perish which expiring Rome produced from 
amidst her ruins as the last sample of her gran- 
deur. It is not by the sole efforts of men that 
the events which we are witnessing have been 
brought about ; the hand of Providence is vi- 
sible in them all: God himself marches openly 
at the head of the armies and sits in the coun- 
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cil of Kinds'. Unless this divine interference 
be admitted, how are both, the astonishing rise, 
and the still more astonishing fall, of him who 
but lately trampled the world under his feet, 
to be explained ? Fifteen short months have 
scarcely elapsed since he was at Moscow, and 
now the Russians are at Paris ; from the Pil- 
lars of Hercules to the Caucasus all trembled 
under his sway ; and now he is a fugitive, a 
wanderer without a home ; his power over- 
flowed like the coming flood, and disappeared 
like the ebbing tide. 

How are we to account for this madman’s 
faults ?— We are not yet speaking of his crimes. 

• 

,A revolution, which the corruption of our 
manners and the errors of our minds had pre- 
pared, breaks out amongst us. In the name of 
the laws, religion and morality are subverted; 
the experience and customs of our fathers are 
disregarded ; the tombs of our ancestors, the 
only solid basis of r'll governments, are de- 
stroyed ; — to form, according to the dictates 
of a fallible reason, a society equally careless 
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of the past and of the future. Blundering in 
our own follies ; having lost all sense of justice 
.and injustice, of good and evil, we ran through 
all the dilTerent forms of a republican govern- 
ment. M e called the mob to deliberate in the 
streets of Patis on the great objects which the 
Romans discussed in their Forum, after having 
laid aside their arms and bathed in the waters 
of the Tiber. Then issued, from their dens 

those half-naked kings, conspicuous for the 

• 

filth and brutality of indigence, deformed and 
mutilated by their labours, possessing no vir- 
tue but the insolence of wretchedness and the 
pride of rags. Fallen into such hands, our 
country was soon covered with wounds. M hat 
were the fruits of our phrensy, and of our chi- 
merical experiments? Crimes and chains ! 


But the watch-word, at least, by which we 
seemed to be guided at that time was a noble 
one. Liberty must not be accused of the crimes 
committed in its name ; true philosophy is not 
the parent of the envenomed tenets preached* 
by false apostles. Enlightened by experience, 
we perceived at length that a monarchial go- 
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vernment was the one which could suit our 
country. 

• 

It would have been natural’to recall our 
legitimate Princes ; but we thought oui faults 
too great to be pardoned. We did not recollerr* 
that the heart of a descendant of St. -Louis 
is an inexhaustible treasure of mercy. Some 
feared for their .lives, some for their wealth. 
It was, above all, too great a sacrifice for hu- 
man pride to confess that it had erred. What ! 

• 

it was said, after so many massacres, devasta- . 
tions and misfortunes, are we to return to the 
point from which we set out! The passions 
that were still in a state of agitation ; the pre- 
tensions of all kinds, could not rt nounce that 
fancied equality, the principal cause of our 
calamities. Powerful reasons urged us on; 
trifling ones kept us back ; public happiness 
was sacrificed topemonal interest, and justice 
to vanity. 

It therefore became necessary to look for 
a supreme chief among the children of the 
revolution ; a chief in whom the law, polluted 



at its source, inig]|ffi; protect corruption 'and 
unite with it. Upriglit, firm and courageous 
magistrates, generals renowned for^heir pro- 
bity as well as for their talents, had been 
formed in the midst of our dissentions ; but 
they were not offered a power which their 
principles would have forbid them to accept. 
No hope was left of finding among Frenchmen 
a m^ln bold enough to dare to wear the crown 
of Louis XVI. A foreigner offered himself, and 
was accepted. 

Buonaparte did rot openly announce his 
projects. His character displayed itself only 
gradually, lender the modest title of a Consul 
he at first accustomed men of an independent 
spirit not to be alarmed at the power with 
which he bad been intrusted. He reconciled 
true Frenchmen to his rule by proclaiming 
himself the Restorer of order, of laws and of 
religion. The wisest men were imposed upon, 
and the most clear-sighted deceived. The Re- 
publicans looked upon Buonaparte as their 
work, and as the popular Chief of afree State. 
The Royalists thought that be was acting the 
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part of Monk, and were eager to save him. 
All huilt hopes upon him. Splendid victories; 
due to th^ valour of the French, surrounded 
him with glory. His successes intoxicated 
him, and his propensity to evil begah to show 
itself. It will be a matter of doubt in future 
times, M'hether Buonaparte has incurred 'more 
guilt by the evil which he has done, than by 
the good which he might have done, and which 
he has neglected. No Usurper ever had a part 
more easy and more brilliant to perform. With 
a small share of moderation he might have 
settled himself and his posterity on the first 
throne of the world. No one disputed him 
this throne. The generations that had been 
born since the revolution were not acquainted 
with our ancient rulers, and had witnessed no- 
thing but troubles and misfortunes. France 
and Europe were tired ; repose was the uni- 
versal wish ; it would have been purchased at 
any price. But Heaven would not permit so 
dangerous an example to be given to the world ; 
it would not allow that an adventurer should 
disturb the order of royal inheritances, consti- 
tute himself their heir of heroes, and reap in 
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one day the spoils of genius, glory, and time* 
Virtues alone can supply the deficiency of birth- 
right in the claims of an Usurper : but Buona- 
parte had n6 claim of that kind, except some 
military talents that have been equalled, if not 
surpassed, by those of many of our generals* 
The moment Providence deserted him, and 
abandoned him to his own folly, his ruin has 
been complete. 

A king of France said, that if good faith 
were banished from among men, the hearts of 
kings should be its refuge : it is chiefly in this 
necessary quality of a royal mind that Buona- 
parte was deficient. The first known victim 
of the tyrant’s perfidy was a chief of the Royal- 
ists of Normandy. M. DE Fkotte committed 
the noble imprudence of going to a conference 
to which he was induced te repair on the faith 
of a promise; he was arrested, and shot. Some 
time after Toussaint e’Ouvertube was also 
carried away by treachery in America, and 
strangled in the castle where he was confined 
in Europe. 

B 4 
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. Soon after this, a more famous murder 
threw the civilized world into consternation. 
It was as if we saw those barbarous times of 
the middle ages revived, as if we witnessed 
those scenes which are no longer to be found 
any where but in romances, those catastrophes 
which the civil wars of Italy and the policy 6f 
Machiavel had rendered familiar beyond the 
Alps. The foreigner, who was not yet a mon- 
arch, wished to use the bloody corse of a 
f renchman as a footstool to ascend the throne 
of France. And what Frenchman, just Hea- 
vens! To commit this crime all was trampled 
upon; law of nations, justice, religion, huma- 
nity. The Duke d’Enghien was arrested iu 
the midst of peace in a strange land ; he was 
carried off from the castle of Oflenbourg. 
When he left F ranee he was too young to have 
a distinct knowledge of his country: it was 
from his seat in a post-chaise, between two 
horsemen, that he saw, as it were, for the first 
time the soil of his native country, and tra- 
versed, to meet death, the fields illustrated by 
the deeds of his forefathers. He arrived at the 
castle of Vincennes in the middle of the night. 
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It was by the light of torches, under the vaults 
of a dungeon, that the grandson of the great 
CoNDE was pronounced guilty of having ap> 
peared on fields of battle ; convicted of this here- 
ditary crime, sentence was immediately passed 
upon him. In vain he asked to speak to Buona- 
parte (Oh, affecting and heroic simplicity !) ; 
the brave young prince was one of the greatest 

he could not imagine it possible for a captain to 
assassinate a soldier. Although exhausted with 
hunger and fatiguf\ he was forced to descend 
into the ditches of tlie castle ; he there saw a 
grave, newly dug ; he was stripped of his coat ; 
a lanthorn was fastened to his breast, that he 
might be seen in the dark, and that the bullet 
might be directed with surer aim to .his heart. 
He wished to give his watch to his executioners, 
and requested them to transmit the last tokens 
of his remembrance to his friends ; but his 
wishes were rudely and insultingly refused. 
The command to fire was given ; the duke 
d’Enghien fell without a witness, without a 
consolation in the midst of his native country, 
.at the distance of a few leagues from Chantilly, 
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not far from those venerable trees under which 

the hoij King Louis administered justice to 

% 

Im subjects, in the ver^ prison where the 
Prince de CondI; was confined. The ybung, 
handsome, brave, and last offspring* of the 
conqueror of Rocroy met death as the great 
CoNoi would have met it and as his assassin 
will not be able to meet it. His body was se- 
cretly buried, and Bossuet will not re.appear 
eloquently to mourn o\er liis ashes. 

To him who has lowered himself beneath 
the human race by a crime, nothing remains 
hut to affect to place himself above mankind 
by his plans, to colour his misdeeds by reasons 
inaccessible to the vulgar, and to make an abyss 
of iniquity pass for the depth of genius. Buo- 
naparte recurred to this miserable assurance, 
by which no one is deceived, and which is not 
tantamount to a simple repentance : finding 
that he could not conceal, he published what 
he had done. 


When the sentence of death was made 
known in Paris, there prevailed an emotion of 
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horror which no one dissembled. People ^ked 
each other by what right a Corsican had shed 
the noblest and the purest blood of France? 
Did he fancy he coaid replace, by his semi- 
African family, the French family which he 
bad extinguished ? Military men especially 
trembled with horror. The name of Coxnk 
seemed to be their exclusive property, and the 
representative of the honour of the French 
army. Our grenadiers had frequently met the 
three generations of heroes in the heat of battle, 
the Prince on Coxna, the Duke de Bourbon, 
and the Duke d’Encrien; they had even 
wounded the Duke de Bourbon : but the sword 
of a Frenchman could not shed the whole of 
tliat noble blood, it belonged only to a foreigner 
to dry up its source. 


Each nation has its peculiar vices. T rea- 
chery, malice, ingratitude, are not those of the 
French. The murder of the Duke d’Enghibn, 
the torture and assassination of Pichegru, the 
uar in Spain, and the captivity of the Pope, 
betray in Buonaparte a disposition different 
from that of the French. Though oppressed 
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witri*^ heavy load of chains, yet sympathising 
with misfortunes as much as we are alive to 
glory, we have wept over the Duke d’Enghien, 
PicHERU, Georges and Moreau ; we have 

if 

admired Saragossa, and surrounded with our 
homage a Pontiff loaded with fetters. He who 
stripped of his States the venerable Prelate 
who had placed the crown on his head, he who 
at Fontainbleau.dared to strike with his own 
hand the Sovereign Pontiff, and drag by his 
grey hair the Father of the Faithful, fancied 
perhaps he was obtaining a new victory; he 
did not know that the heir of Christ was still 
retaining that sceptre of reeds and that crown 
of thorns which soon or late triumph over the 
power of the wicked. * * 

The time is not distant, I hope, when 
Frenchmen, restored to liberty, will proclaim, 
by a solemn Act, that they h^d no share in 
those crimes of tyranny ; that the murder of 
the Duke d’ Enghien, the captivity of the Pope, 
and the Spanish war, are impious, sacrilegious, 
odious deeds, repugnant above all to French 
feelings, and the' disgrace of which falls ex- 
clusively on the head of the foreigner. 
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' Bcoxapart£ availed himself of the terror 
which the murder of Vincennes spread among 
us to venture his last stride and to seat himself 
on the throne. 

Then commenced the grand saturnalia of 
royalty : crimes, oppression, slavery, marched 
at equal pace with folly. All liberty expires ; 
every honourable sentiment, every generous 
thought, become conspiracies against the State. 
To speak of virtue renders one an object of 
suspicion ; to praise a good action, is to abuse 
the Prince. . Words change their meaning : a 
people fighting for their legitimate sovereigns 
are a rebellious people ; a traitor is a faithful 
subject ; all ‘ France becomes the empire of 
falsehood ; journals, pamphlets, discourses, 
prose and verse, all disguise truth. If it rained, 
we are assured that the sun shone : does the 
tyrant appear abroad amidst a silent populace, 
we are told that wherever he moved, he re- 
ceived the acclamations of the multitude. 
The sole object is the Prince ; morality con- 
sists in devoting oneVself to his caprices, duty 
in praising him. Above all, it was necessary to 
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bawl out admiration whenever he committed a 
fault or perpetrated a crime. Literary men 
are forced by menaces to celebrate the despot. 
They composed, they bargained,. as to the 
amount of praise ; — happy when, at the ex- 
pense of some common-places, about the glory 
of arms, they purchased the right of utter- 
ing a few sighs, of denouncing some crimes, 
of reminding people of some proscribed vir- 
tues ! No book could apjiear without being 
marked with some eulogy of Buonaparte, 
like the stamp of slavery : in new editions of 
old authors, the censorship caused every thing 
to be retrenched that spoke against conquerors, 
tyranny and slavery, — in like manner as the 
Directory had entertained the design of 
causing every thing to be struck out of the same 
authors, that spoke of monarchy and kings. 
The very almanacks were examined with care, 
and the conscription formed an artiple of faith 
in the catechism. In the arts, the same servi- 
tude : Buonaparte poisons his soldiers, infect- 
ed with the plague at Jaflfa : a painting is made 
which represents him, by an excess of courage 
andhomauity, touching the same plague-in- 
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fected patients. It was not thus that Louis 
cured the sick, whom an aiTecting and religious 
confidence presented to his royal hands. Not 
a word, moreover, was to be said of public 
opinion ; the maxim was, that the Sovereign must 
mould it every morning. To Buonaparte’s 
improved police was attached a committee 
charged w'ith giving a direction to men*s minds, 
and at the head of this committee was the 
director of public opinion. Imposture and 
silence were the grand means employed to keep 
the people in error. If your sons die in battle, 
believe you that sufficient attention would be 
paid to you, even to tell you what was become 
of them ^ "Events the m<\st important to the 
country, to Europe, to the whole world, were 
concealed from you. The enemy is at Meaux ; 

^ you only learn it by the flight of the peasants ; 
you are enveloped in darkness ; your alarms are 
made the subject of mockery : your griefs of 
laughter ; whatever yon feel or think is despised. 
For once you raise your voice,— a spy de- 
nounces, a gend*arme arrests, a military 
commission tries you ; you are shot and for- 
gotten. 
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It v^as not enough to enslave fathers, 
children also must be placed at the entire dis* 
posal of the Tyrant. Mothers have been seen 
hastening from the extremes of the empiie, and 
demanding back with floods of tears the sons 
whom the government had torn from thtir 
arms. These children were placed in schools, 
where they were taught, by beat of drum, 
irreligion, debauchery, contempt of the domes- 
tic virtues, and blind obedience to the Sove- 
reign. The paternal authority, respected by 
the most frightful tyrants of antiquity, was 
treated by Buonaparte as an abuse and a pre- 
judice. He wished to convert our sons into 
a sort of Mamelukes, without God, without 
family and without country. If appears thai 
this enemy of our rac< na- beni on desJiov- 
ing France to its very foundations. TJi has 
more corrupted men, done more ini<^chief to 
the human race in the short space of ten years, 
than all the tyrants of Rome put together, 
from Nero down to the last persecutor of the 
Christians. The principles which served as the 
base of his administration passed from his go- 
vernment into the diflerent classes of society ; 
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for a wicked government introduces vice, as 
a wise government cherishes virtue among a 
people. Irreligion, a t^ste for every enjoy- 
ment and expence above their means, con- 
tempt of moral ties, the spirit of adventure, 
^f violence, and of domination, descended from 
the throne into families ; a little more of such 
a reign, and France would have been a den of 
iul*beia. 


’ The crimes of our republican revolu- 
'lion were the work of puasions which always 
leave some resources ; there was then disor- 
tier, and not destruction in society. Morals 
were injuveil, but not annihilated. Consci- 
ence still had its remorse; a destructive in- 
' ’«<! not" confound the innocent 

with the guilty : thus the calamities of those 
limes would have been speedily healed. But 
how cure the wouudsinflicted by a government 
which laid down despotism as a fixed princi- 
ple : which, with morality and religion in its 
mouth, incessantly sapped religion and morals 
by its institutions and its contempt ; .which 
sought to found public order, not upon 

c 
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moral duty and law, but upon force, and the 
spies of the police ; which affected to regard 
the Istupor of slavery, , as the peac^ of a well 
organized society, faithful to the habits of 
their ancestors, and silently marching in the 
path of ancient virtues ? The most ternble 
revolutions are preferable to such a state of 
things. If evil wavs produce public crimes, 
they at least call forth hidden virtues, talents, 
and great men. It is under despotism that 
empires disappear ; by desfroying the minds 
stiK more than the bodies of men, it sooner 
or later superinduces dissolution and conquest. 
There is no instance of a tree people destroyed 
by a civil war, and every country that has 
been assailed by storms of its own raising, has 
always enjoyed a greater prosperity after they 
were past. 

\ 

The administration of Buonaparte has 
been boasted of. If administration consist in 
arithmetic, — if, in order to govern well, it be 
quite enough to know how much a province 
produces in corn, wine and oil, to ascertain 
the last penny that can be. raised, the last 
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man that can be taken from it,~undoubtedl 7 
Buonaparte was a great administrator; it 
Would be impossible more completely to or- 
ganise misclijef, to introduce more of order 
into calamity. But that is the best adminis- 
^ tration which leaves a peopli^ln peace, which 
cherishes in them the sentiments of Justice and 
of piety, which is sparing of human blood, 
which res{iects the rights of the citizen, his 
property, and family ;* in this view the go- 
rernment of Buonaparte was the worst of 
• governments. 

■Again, how numerous were the faults and 
blunders even in his own system ? An admi- 
nistration the most expensive engulphed the 
revenues of the state. Whole armies of doua- 
niers and receivers devoured the taxes they 
were employed to levy. There was not even 
a de bureau, however insignificant, who 
had not declared war against commerce. If 
any branch of industiy arose in France, he 
laid hold of it, and took it wholly into his 
own hands. Tobacco, salt, wool, cob^nial 
produce, all was with him the object of an 

c 2 
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odious monopoly ; he had become the only 
merchant in his empire ! By the most absurd 
combinations, or rather from a total ignor- 
ance of, and an absolute aversioii from what- 
ever related to the navy, he had completely 
lost our co]onie||ltid destroyed our fleets. He 
built huge vessels which rotted in the harbour, 
or which he himself disarmed to supply the 
wants of his land army. One hundred frigates 
scattered over the seas might have done great in- 
jury to the enemy, ha\e formed sailors and pro- 
tected the French merchant ships : these first no- 
tions of good sense did not even enter the head of 
Buonaparte. Neither ought the improvemeift 
of our agriculture to be attributed to his laws. 
We are indebted for it to the division of large 
estates, to the abolition of some feudal rights, 
and to many other causes produced by the 
Revolution. 

This restless and extravagant man was 
daily harassing a people who wanted only 
repose, with contradictory and often imprac- 
^cable decrees ; he violated at night the law 
which he had ipade in tjie morning. In ten 



yearS) be devoured 15000 millions'^ of impost!!, 
which exceeds the amount of taxes raised 
during the sevcutji years of the reign of Louis 
XIV. The spoils of the world, 1500 millions 
of revenue, "were not enough for him ; he. was 
solely occupied with swelling his treasure by 
means the most iniquitous. Every prefect, 
every sub-prefect, every mayor, had the right 
of augmenting the customs of cities, of impo- 
sing additional centimes on the towns, villages 

and hamlets, and of demanding from any 

• 

landholder an arbitrary sum for any pretended 
want. AH France was under pillage. Bodily 
infirmities, indigence, death, education, the 
arts, the sciences, all paid tribate to the Prince. 
You had a son, perhaps, who was lame, a 
cripple, incapable of service, — a law ot the 
conscription compelled you to pay 1500 francs 
by way of consolation for his misfortune. 
Sometimes a sick conscript died before having 
undergone the examination of the recruiting 
captain : one might suppose that in such a case 
the father would be exempt from paying the 
1500 francs for a substitute — by no means. 


^ Francs. 
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tf tHe declaration of sickness was made before 
the event of death, the conscript being alive 
at the moment of declaration, the father was 
compelled to paj down the sum op the grave 
of his son. Was the. poor man desirous of 
giving some education to one of his sops, he 
must pay 800 fi'ancs to the university, without 
reckoning the expenses of board, &c. given 
to the master. Did a modern author quote an 
ancient one, as the works of the latter had 
fallen into what was called ‘‘ public domain,” 
he was obliged to pay to the censorship five 
sousper lineof quotation. If, while you quoted, 
you also translated, you paid only two and 
a half sous pisr line, because the quotation 
then constituted a sort of “ mixed domain,” 
one half belonging to the labour of the living 
translator, and the other half to the dead 
author. When BuoN'AVARTb caused food to be 
distributed among the poor in the winter of 
1811 , it was believed that he would employ 
his savings in this charity : but on that occa* 
sion, he levied additional ceiitimes, and gained 
four millions on the soup of paupers. In 
short, we saw him turn undertaker, and mo- 
nopolise the administration of funerals : it 
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was WQrthy of the destroyer of tbe.French to 

raise a tax upon dead bodies ; and bow could 

any one appeal to the protection of the laws, 

when it was he who made them ? The Legisla- 

tive Body dared once to speak, and it was dis> 
• • 

solved. A single article in the new code de> 
stroyed property by its very roots. An 
administrator of domains could say to you — 
“ Your property is domanial or national. I 
plade it provisionally under sequestration: 
you may go and try your rights ; if the admi- 
• nistration is wrong, your property will be re- 
stored to you.” Af?d to whom must you 
resort in this cause ? To the ordinary tribu- 
nals ? No : such causes were reserved for the 

examination of the Council of State, and 
• ^ 

tried before the Emperor, who was both judge 
and party. 

If piOperty was uncertain, civil liberty 
was still less secure. Was there ever any thing 

s ^ f 

more monstrous than that commission appoint- 
ed tp inspect the prisons, and under the report 
of which, a man might be detained his whole 
life in a dnngeoli, without indictment, without 
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trial, without judgment, put to the torture, 
shot or ^strangled between the walls of a pri- 
son } Amidst all this Buonaparte was nomi- 
nating every year commissions for Ihe liberty 
of the press, and for personal liberty. Tibe- 
rius himself never made such a mockery of the 
human species. 

But the conscription was, as it were, the 
crowning of these works of despotism. Scan- 
dinavia itself, styled by an historian, the work- 
shop of the human race, would have been un- 
able to furnish men for this homicidal law. 
The code of the conscription will remain an 
eternal monument of the reign of Buonaparte : 

* t» 

there may be found collected all that the most 
subtle and ingenious tyranny can devise to tor- 
ment and devour the people : it is truly the 
code of hell. The generations of France were 
placed in regular rows for tl.e axe, like the 
trees of a forest ; every year 80,000 young men 
were cut down. But this was only the regular^ 
average of deaths ; the conscription was often 
doubled or reinforced by extraordinary levies ; 
often it devoured before hand its destined vie- 
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tims, like a dissipated heir who borrows on his 
future income. At last they were taken even 
without estimate ; the legal age^ the qqalities 
requisite for dying on a field of battle, were no 
longer regarded, and the law displayed, in this 
respect, a marvellous facility ; it went back to 
infancy, it descended to old age ; the discharged 
soldier, -the man who had a substitute were 
equally taken ; the son of a poor artisan, per- 
haps, ransomed thrice, even at the expense of 
his father’s little property, was compelled to 
’ march : maladies, infirmities, bodily defects, 
were no longer a protection. Moveable co- 
lumns traversed our provinces like an enemy’s 
country, to tear from the people their last chil- 
dren. Were these ravages complained of, the 
answer was, that these moveable columns were 
composed of handsome gens-d’armes who would 
console the desolated mothers, and restore to 
them what they had lost. In default of a bro- 
ther absent, the one present was taken. The 
father was made to answer for the son, the 
wife for the husband : responsibility was ex- 
tended to the most distant relatives, and even 
to neighbours, A village became bound for 
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the conscript tvho was born there. Little gar^ 
risons it ere billetted on the vlHager, and forced 

him to sell his bed to maintain them, till he had 

( 

found the conscript concealed in the woods. 
Absurdity ivas even mixed with atrocity ; sons 
were often demanded from those iiho were 
happy enough to have no posterity; violence 
was used to dkcover the bearer of a nainp which 
existed only on the lists of the gens<-d*armes, or 
to obtain a conscript who had served live or 
six years before. Women big with child have 
been put to the torture, that they might reveal 
the place where their hrst-born was concealed; 
fathers have brought forth the dead body of 
their son, to prove that they could no longer 
produce this son alive. There still remained 
some families, whose children were ransomed 
by their wealth, and who looked forward one 
day to become magistrates, administrators, 
men of science, landholders, so useful to social 
order, in a great country : by the decree for 
the guards of honour, they were swept away in 
the general massacre. Such a contempt was 
entertained for the life of man and for France, 
that it was even customary to call conscripts the 
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raw material, and food for cannon. The fol- 
lowing great question was discussed among the 
purveyorspf human flesh, namely, to ascertain 
the giveh average time that a conscript might 
last ; some alleged that he lasted thirty-three 
months, othersthirty-sixmonths. BuoNapartk 
was wont to say himself, I Aave 300,000 men in 

reserve. In the eleven years of his reign he 
* *■ 
caused more than 5 millions of Frenchmen to 

perish, which exceeds the number of those 
whom our civil wars l^we^t away during three 
centuries, under the reigUsof John, Charles V. 
Charles Vf., Charles VII., HenryIU, Fran- 
cis 11., Charles IX., Henry HI., aiidTlENRv 
IV. In the twelve months which have just 
elapsed, BuonapaRte raised (without reckon- 
ing the National Guard) 1,330,000 men, which 
is more than ioo,ooo per month ; and yet some 
one had the audacity to ^11 [him he had only 

expended the superfluous population ! 

* 

It w^s easj to foresee i^bat has happened . 
all intelligent men said that the conscription, 
by exhaust ingtlib couniry, nkiuld expbsb Prance 
to be invaded whenever she should be seriously 
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attacked. Having been bled almost to death 
by the executioner, her pale bloodless body 
could oppose but a feeble resistance. 

c 

But tfie loss of men vtas not the greatest 
evil attending the conscription; it tended to 
replunge us as well as all Europe into barba- 
rism. By the conscriptibn, trades, arts, and 
letters are infallibly destroyed. A young man 
who must die at 18, can never apply himself to 
any study. Neighbouring nations, compelled, 
in self-defence, to resort to the same means with 
Us, were abandoning in their turn the , advan- 
tages of civilization ; , and all nations, precipi- 
tated one upon another, as in the age of the 
Goths and Vandals, would* have seen the cala- 
mities of those ages revive. By breaking to 
pieces the ties of general society ; the conscrip- 
tion also annihilated those of domestic life. Ac- 
customed from their cradles to regard them- 
selves as victims devoted to death, children no 
longer obeyed their parents : they become idle, 
vagabonds, and debauchees, in expectation of 
the day when they were to march to pillage and 
itlaughter the world. What principle of reli- 
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gion or morals had iirhe to take root in their 
hearts ? Fathers and mothers, on the other 
hand, among the lower orders, no longer at- 
tached their affections, no longer bestowed their 
cares on children whom thej must prepare to 
lose, who no longer formed their wealth and 
their staff of support, and who had become for 
them only a grief and a burthen. Hence that 
hardness of heart, that oblivion of every senti- 
ment of nature, which leads to seldshness, to 
. wrecklessness of good or evil, to indifference for 
country ; which obliterate conscience and re- 
morse, and devote a people to servitude by 
equally stripping it of the horror of vice and 

I 

the admiration of virtue. 

Such was the administration of Buona- 
parte in regard to the interior of France.” 

Let us now examine the conduct of his 
government with regard to foreign affairs, 
that policy of which he was so proud, and of 
which he gave this definition : La politique, 
e*est jotter aux hon^mee. (Politics, is a Game 
at Men,) Well ! her lost every thing at this 
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abominable gama, and it is France that has 
paid his loss, 

« 

Let ns begin by his continental system ; 
that system of a madman or of a child, was 
not at first the real object of his wars, it 
merely served as a pretext. He wished, to 
establish the liberty of the seas. But did that 
mad system atchieve what was necessary to 
elfect his purpose ? In consequence of the two 
great faults, which .caused, as we shall observe 
hereafter, his designs upon Spain and .upon 
Russia to miscarry, has be not likewise failed 
in shutting the ports of the Mediterranean 
and of the Baltic Seas ? Has he not thrown all 
the colonies of the worlif into the hands of the 
English ? Has he not opened in Peru, in 
Mexico and in the Brasils, a more extensive 
market for them, than thit from which he 
wished to exclude them in Europe? It is a 
striking fact that war has enriched the very 
nation whom h^ pretended to ruin. Europe 
tfonsumes only a few ’English auperduities ; 
the generality of the Nations of Europe supply 
their principal wants feom tlfeit own fnanu- 



factures. In America, i)n the contrary, the 
people stand in need of every thing, from the 
first to tjie last article of clothing ; and ten 
millions of Americans consume more English 
goods than thirty millions of Europeans. I do 
not advert to the importation of the silver of 
Mexico, into the East'Indies, to the monopoly 
of cocoa, of the Jesuits bark, of cochineal, 
and a thousand other objects of speculation 
which are become a new source of wealth for 
England. And had Buonapart£ even sue* 
ceeded in shutting the ports of Spain and of 
the Baltic, he would still have been obliged 
to shut those of Greece, of Constantinople, of 
Syria, of the Coast of Barbary ; this was 
tantamont to entering into an engagement to , 
conquer the world. Whilst he would have at« 
tempted new conquests, the conquered nations, 
unable to exchange the productions of their 
soil and industry, would have shaken off the 
yoke and re<opened their ports. His pro* 
ceedings in this respect are a tissue of false • 
views, of undertakings that lose all. claim to 

r 

greatness, from being over>gigantic ; they be>. 
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tray a want of intellect and of good senses 
they are the dreams of an infuriated madman. 

With regard to his wars and hjs conduct 

t 

towards the Cabinet of Europe, the slightest 
examination will dissolve the spell. A ipan 
is not great for what he undertakes, but for 
what he performs. Any man may dream he is 
making the conquest of the world; Alexander 
alone accomplished. Buonaparte was govern- 
ing Spain as a province; he sucked her blood 
and her gold. But this would not satisfy him ; 
he wished to reign in person on the throne of 
Charles IV, To accomplish his purpose, to 
what means did 'he resort? Actuated by the 
most inlamous policy, he first sewed^the seeds 
of dissention among the royal family, anJ then 
he carried that family off in defiance of all 
laws human and divine ; he suddenly invaded 
the territory of a faithful nation who had 
just been fighting for him at Trafalgar. He 
insulted the genius of that nation, slaughtered 
t|ieir priests, offended the Castillian pride, and 

made the descendants of the Cin and of the 

{ 

Great Captain rise in arms against him. The 
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inhabitants of Sarrs^iossa immediately cele> 
brat^ their oww funeral lites and buried 
themselves under the ruins of their city ; the 

Christians o( Pelagus descended from the Astu- 

• ■* 

rian mountaiiis, and the modern Moor was ex- 
pelled. This war revived the spirit of the 
nations of Europe, it gave ''France an addi- 
tional boundary to .defend, created a land 
army to the English, brought them back at 
the end of four centuries to the fields of 
Poictiers, and enriched them with the treasures 
oP Mexico. 

If instead of having recourse to stratagems 
worthy of a Borgia, Buonaparte -following a 
still criminal but dexterous policy, had under 
any pretence whatever declared war against the 
King of Spain ; if he bad proclaimed himself 
the avenger of the oppression entailed upon 
the Castillians by the Prince of Peace, if he 
had flattered the Spanish pride and spared the 
religious communities, he probably would have 
succeeded. It is not the Spaniards I want,*’ 
he said in his rage, it is 'Spain.” Well! 
that country has rejected him. The confla* 


D 
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gration of Burgos has produced the eonflagra- 

♦ 

tion of Moscow^, and the^ conquest of the 
Alhambra has brought the Russians to the 
Louvre.— Awful and terrible lessojo ! 


lie committed the same blunders with 
regard to RussiaT if, in the month of October 
1812, he had stopped on the banks of the 
Dwina; if he had contented himself with 


taking Riga, assigning cantonments to his army 
of six hundred thousand men during the win- 
ter, and organizing Poland in bis rear, — he 
might perhaps in the spring have placed the 
Empire of the Czars in a perilous situation. 
Instead of this, he marched to Moscow by one 
single road, without magazines, without any re- 
sources. He reached it and the conquerors of 
Pultawa set fire to their holy city. Buona- 
parte) continued inactive for the space of a 

month in the midst of ruins and ashes. He 


appeared to forget the periodical return of 
seasons and the severity of the climate, he 
suffered himself to be amused by proposals 
of peace ; so complel^ was his ignorance of 
the human heart that he supposed a people 



who had bornt their metropolis with their 
own hands to avoW slavery, would capitulate 
upon the smohin^ ruins of their dwellings. 
Bis generals told him that it was time to re« 
’troju. He left Moscow vowing, lihe an en- 
raged child, that he would soon return with 
an army, of which the van ^uard alone should 
ni to one hundred thomand soldiers, God 
s«‘iit a breeze of his wrath ; all perished : one 
man alone returned to France. 

. Absurd in his administration, criminal in 
. his policy, what was there tben in this foreigner 
to captivate the French ? riis military glory ? 
Well ! he is stripped of that. He is indeed a 
great winner of battles : but except this, the 
least general surpasses him in abilities. He 
understands nothing of conducting a retreat 
and disputing the ground ; he is impatient, 
incapable of waiting a while for the result of 
a long military combinatioi^ ; he only knows 
how to advance, how to rush on, to run, to 
gain victories, as has been observed, by dint 
of men (d coups d*h<imm«s) to' sacrifice every 

D 2 
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tbiDg for a success without concerning him- 
self about a reverse, to kill half of his soldiers 
by marches above the strength of man. What 
matters it ? Has he liot the conscription and 
the raw material He has been supposed to' 
have improved the art of war, and it is certain 
that he has caused it to retrograde towards 
the infancy of the art. The acme of the art' 
of war among civilized nations evidently is to 
defend an extensive country with a small 
army ; to let many hundred thousands of in- 
habitants continue in a state of tranquillity in 
the rear of sixty or eighty thousand soldiers, 
so that the husbandman, who ploughs in peace 
bis farrow, scarcely knows that they are light- 
ing at the distance of a few leagues from his 
cottage.^ The whole Roman Empire was pro- 
tected by one hhiidr^ and fifty thousand men, 

and Ceesar had but a few l^ions with him at 

• ** ^ 

Pharsale. Let then this Conqueror of the 
world defend us now in our dwellings ? How ! 
Has his genius suddmily left him ! By what 
magic poWet is' tbaf^ ce invaded on all 
tides, which Ilouis XlV^liad surrounded with 

M 
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fortresses, which Vattban had eaclosed like a 
beautiful garden? Where are the garrisons of 
.her frontier towns ? They have no garrisons. 
Where are the guns of her ramparts ? They 
are all gone ; even the ships at Brest, Tou]on» 
pnd Rochefort are stripped of their cannon. Had 
Buonaparte wiship to give us up defence* 
less to the coalesced powers, had he sold us, 
had he entered into a Mcret conspiracy against 
the French, could he have acted otherwise? 
In less than sixteen months two thousand mil* 

lions of livres, fourteen hundred thousand men, 

/> 

all the material of our armies and of our 

i 

strong places are lost in the woods of Germany 

and in the frozen fields of Russia; While at 

Dresden, Buonaparte , coramitted blonder 

upon blunder, forgetting that, if crimes are 

sometimes punished only in the.next world, 

faults are always punished in this. He shewed the 

roost incomprehensible ignorance of what was 

passing in the difierent Cabinets, obstinately 

persisted in remainin| patb« line of the Elbe, 

was defeated at Leipsic and refused mi honour* 

* 

able peace that was ofiered to him. Filled 
with despair and rage, he left for the last time 
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the palace onr Kipgs, from a sense of jastice 
and iii^atitnde he set fire to the town where 
the same Monarcbs had the misfortune to feed, 
him, opposed nothing to the enemies but an 
activity without a plan, experienced a last re- 
verse, fled again, and at length freed the me-^ 
tropolis of the civUisediP'orld of his odious 
presence. 

\ 

The pen of a Frenchman would refuse to 
\ • 
draw the horrid picture of his fields of battle : 

a wounded soldier bei^ame a burthen to Buona- 
parte ; he was better pleased with bis death, 
it rid him of hU burthen. Heaps' of mutilated 
soldiers{i.thrown promiscuously into a corner, 
remained sometime whole daya and weeks 
without, having t|ieir„wounds dressed; there 
are no longer hospitals sufficiently extensive 
to contain the sick and 'funded of an army 
of seven or eight hundred thousand men, no 
sufficiency of surgeons attepd themT There 
1 were no precautions in their behalf by 
the Executioner, of the French ; no pharma- 
copeias, no travelling medicinef chest ; some- 
times even no instruments to amputate the 
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broken limbs. During the campaign of Mos> 

i i 

cow the wounded were dressed with' hay for 
want of lint: when hay'^iras’no longer to be 

• » t 

procured, they died. Six hundred thousand' 
warriors, the conquerors of Europe, the glory 
of France, were seen lingering, wandering 
among snows and deserts, resting upon branches 
of firs, for they had no longer strength to carry 
their arms, and no qther covering than the 
bloody hides of the horses that had served for 
tlieir last meal. Old cUjitains, their hair and 
beards studded with icicles, stooped to caress 
the soldier who had Some remnants of food 
left, to obtain a trifling shard of his provisions, 
so 'much were they tormented with the craViugs 
of hunger ! Whole i^q^uadfons, men and hotses, 
were frozen during the'night, and in the morn’ 
ing these phantoms were still seen standing on 
the icy soil ! TroUiis of rhvehs and of white 
half-wild greyhounds, which followed our army 
to devour its wrecks, were the only witnesses 
of the suflerings'bf odr soldiers in these soli- 
tudes. The Emperor of Russia had the d^d 
bodies counted in 'th'e sprtdg; they amounted 
to more than one hundred and sixty thou- 



sand; twenty -four thousand were burnt in 

A- 

one single fbneral pile. The military plague, 
which had disappeared ever since war had been 
carried on with a comparatively sm*all number' 
of men, that plague re<appeared i^ith the con> 
scription, with armies of a million of soldiers 
• and floods of huihan blood. And what waiT 
the Destroyer of our fathers, of our brethren, 
of our sons, doing when he thus cut off the 
flower of France ? He was flying ! He came to 
the Thuilleries to say, rubbing his hands 
hk fire-side : Jt is better here than en the Banks 
of the Beresina, Not a word of consolation to 
the wives, to the mothers in teaml J>y whom he 
was surrounded not a single regret, no signs 
of emotion, no remorse, not a single avowal of 
his folly. The Tigdlinusses said : What is 
** fortunate in this retreat is, that the Emperor 
** wanted for nothing :«he was always well fed, 
** well wrapped up in a comfortable car<riage : 
** in short, he has not suffered at all;^ it is a 
“ gteat cOUsolation/' And he, in the ,midd 
of bis Court,* appeared earful, triumphunti 
ghwipus, decoirated with the royal m^uttle, his 
bead covered with a hat d /a Henri JTF he 
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displayed his briUiancy 00 a throjff^ repeating 
the royal latitudes wl)ich Tai^ica the tragedian 
had taught him : but this nm^idcepce only 
served to render him more hideous ; and all 
the diamonds of the crotrn could not oopceal 
the blood with which he ]g^as covered. , 

^ V 

Alas! these horrible scenes of, fields of 
battle have approached us ; they a^a no longer 
hidden in deserts; we witness th^ within onr 
> dwellings in that Ptwic i^bich the Nornians 
besieged in vain about one thousand years ago, 
and which vtas proud of having had no con- 
queror bat that Clovis wh^jbecame its King. 
Is not giving a country up to be,,in.yaded the 
greatest, the« most unpardonable of crimfs? 
We have seen the remnants of our generations 
perish under our own ejeaj wehaVje seeq tropps 
of conscripts, of old soldiers, resting them- 
selves on the corner-stones of the streets, dying 
of all hihds of misery, scarcely able to hold 

, ir*. 1 

with one hand the wesmon with which they 
had defended their otiuntry^, andstretohiqg.out 
the other t 6 heg alms; we have beheld, the* 

* * H ^ ' 

Seioft edvered with boats, our highways Qb- 
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structed with' waggons filled with wounded, 
warriors, whose wounds had net even the first 
dressings. One of these waggons, of >vhich a 
track of' blood marked the progress, broke' 
down on the bouUvfifd, Conscripts tumbled 
out of it witivMit, arips, without legs, pierced 
with balls and with pikfs, uttering loud screams 
and intreating those who passed by to give 
them the finishing stroke. These unfortunate 
young men who had been carried off from 
their cottages before they reached manhood, 
led to the field of battle with their caps and 
rural clothes, placed like fcod ftf, cjfinnon in 
the most dangerous situations to exhaust the 
enemy’s fire.; these unfortnn^te youths, I say, 
bf^an to Weep and cried in their fall when 
struck by a ball : mot^e.r^l my dear mo- 

ther! -a pending cry which proclaimed the 
tender age of a child torn but the day before 
from domestic happing ; of a child fallen at' 
once from tjbe l^and^ of his mother into those' 
ci bis barbarous sovereign ! And for whom 
were all these laassaeres,^ hll these sufferings ? 
*Vof an'in^boniinabie tyrant, for a Corsican, fpr 
a foreigner who 'is so prodigal of the French 
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blood, merely because he has not a drop of 
that blopd in his veins. 

i 

Ail ! when Loots XVI Tefused to punish 
a few* guilty indiVtduaU', whose' death would 
have secured hie^throtie ahd spared us so many 
misfortunes ; when be said : ' 1 Will not pur- 

“ chase my safety at the price of the life of 
“ even one of m'y subjects.^’ r When he wrote 
in his last Will : 1 i^cojUifnend to my son, if 

** be has the misfbrtdhe td'become a king, to 
*< recollect, that he must devote himself entirely 
** to the wellhre of his fellow-citicens, and that 
he ought to forget all hatred and resent- 
ment, and particularly whatever relates to 
** the misfbVtunes and sorrows which I experi- 
** ence ; that he cannot promote the happiness 
of his people bat by reigning according to 
the laws.” When on the Scaffold he uttered 
these words ; Vrenchm^, 1 pray God not 
to avenge on the natioh the blCod of your 
monarchs which' is dD’’'tfae‘ j^int of being 
shed.” That ws^the ^ruC'King, the French 
King, the lawful King, the Father and Chief 6f 
the Country. , ‘ 
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Buonaparte hEs shewn himself too mean 
in his mikfOrtnnes, to allow ns to suppose his 
prosperity to have been the work of his genius; 
he is but the creature of our power and we 
thought him the creature of his works. His 
grandeur is the mere offspring of the immense 
military power which we entrusted to. his 
hands at his elevation. He inherited all the 
armies formed under our ablest generals, so 
repeatedly led to victory by all those great 
captains who have perished, and are perhaps 
destined to perish to the very last, victims of 
the rage and j^lousy of the tyrant.^ He found 
a numerous populdtion increased by conquest, 
triumphs and by that agitation 
which is the constant attendant rWolutions ; 
he needed only to stamp the pregnant soil of 
our courbtry with his foot ahd it'^yidlded him 
abundance of treasures and sofd iers. 1'he 
nations which he attacked were wi^ried and 
disuttited ; he'vanqufthedf them ope aftm the 
other by pouring upon epch of tliem singly 
the shoals of the popnlatnra of l^rance. 


When tim Almighty sends the executors 



46 


of his divine justice on earth, every obstacle is 
smoothed before them : they have uncommon 

successes with moderate talents ; borlt in the ' 

{ 

midst of civil discords, those exterminators 
draw their principal strength from the calami- 
ties to which they owe their ’birth, and. from 
the terror which the recollection of those cala- 
mities inspires ; they thus obtain the submis- 
sion of the people on account of the very mis- 
fortunes from which they sprung. They are 
endowed with the gift to pervert and to de- 
> base, to annihilate hbnouf, to degrade souls, 
to pollute whatever they touch, to will and 
tp dare any thing, to reign by falsehood, im- 
piety and terror, to utter §very kind of lan- 
guage, to fascinate all eyes, to deceive reason 
itself, to make themselves pass for vast geniuses 
(vhen they are but ordinary villains : for there 
is no possible excellence unconnected with 
virtue ; dragging after their car captivated 
nations, triumphing by numbers, dishonoured 
by a hundred victories, a firebrand in the hand, 
the feet steeped in blood, they go to the world’s 
end like drunken mien impelled by the Deity 
whom they fi)rget. 
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When providence on the contrary i> wil- 
ling to save and not to punish «an empire; 
' when the Almighty employs his 8ervanta*and 
not his scourges : when he designs^ fpr the men 
of whom<he makes use, an honourable glory 
andnot an infamous renown, far from smooth- 
ing the way as it was smoothed to Bvonapaktb 
heopposeatQ them obstacles worthy of their 
virtues. It is thus that we always may dis- 
tinguish the tyrant from the deliverer, the des- 
piser of all nations from the great captain, 
the man sent to destroy from him who comes 
to heal. Theformer is master of every thing and 
employs immense means in order to succeed; 
the latter has nothing and possesses but feeble 
resources : by these traits it is easy to recog- 
nize both the character and the mission of the 
despoiler of France. 

, » 

Buonaparte is not a genuipe great man ; 
he wants that magnanimity which constitutes 
hecpps, and true monarphs. Hence it^ arises 
that there is not one of those sayings quoted of 
him which announce ALjBjKANDBH and Caesar, 
Hb^ri IV and Louis XIV. Nature moqlded 



Iiiin withoot a heart. His rather cdiriprehen- 
sive'head is the seat of darkness ahd confusion. 
All notiOOs, even those of benevolence, maj 
enter it they leave it instantly. The dis- 
tinctive feature of his character is an invincible 
« 

obstinacy, an unconquerable determination, 
but bent only upon injustice, oppressimi and 
extravagant systems ; £>r he easily abandons 
plans which might be favourable to mora- 
lity, order and virtue. He is swayed by ima- 
gination, not regulated by reason. His designs 
ate not the result of a pi^found and matured 
thought but the eilect of a sudden movement 
and of an abrupt revolution. Unsteady like 
his countrymen, he partakes a little of the 
buffoon and dke actor. He personates every 
thing, even the passions which he has not ; he 
is always on * the stage ; at Cairo, he acts the 
Renegado who boasts of having abolished 
Popery : at Paris, he is the restorer of the Chris- 
tian Religion ; at one time he is an inspired 
prophet, dt another a {^ilosopher. His scenes 
are prepared' beibtehand. A sovereign capa- 
ble of taking lesson^ of Talma to appear in 
a royal attitude may 'know what Sentence 



48 


posterity will pass upon, him. He wishes to 
be thought origihal and he is generally a 
mere imitator: but his imitations are so olnm* 
sy that they instantly recall the object or the 
action which he wishes to copy. He always 
attempts to utter what be fancies a great 
thought, or to^' do what he imagines a great 
action. Afihcting tojbe an universal genius, he 
talks of finances and dramatic exhibitions, of 
war and fashions, settles the fate of monarohs 
and that of the toll.gatherer at a turnpike, 
dates from the Kremlin a regulation of the 
theatres, and on a day of battle causes some 
females to be arrested at Paris. The cliild of 
our revolution, he bears an astonishing likeness 
to bis parent ; he has the same intemperaure of 
language; the same taste for the lower wall<« 
of literature, the same passion for writing fui 
news'papers. The man ot little wor^b and of 
indififerent extraction is discovered under the 
mask of Alex anobh and C^bsak. He has a 80 ve> 
reign contempt for men, because he judges of 
them by himself. His maxim is that they always 
act from motives of self*intefest, and that pro* 
bity itself is but a matter of calculation. 
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Henpe tb^t system of heterogene^HS <k)m> 
binati(H^i { f^ti4me de fusion) wbicKeoiistitqted 
the basis of b» .govecnm^pti empjoying alike 
the rogue and the honest man, purposely Qimpg 
vice and virtue and always taking care to 
place you in opposition to your principles. 
His great delight consisted in dishonouring 
virtue, iti blackening reputations. His touch 
was pollution. When he had debased you, 
vou became his man., according to his own 
\ulgar expression; you yrore his by right of 
shame ; he loved you a little less and despised 
you a little more for it. In his administration 
he looked only U the results and never heeded 
the me in of their accomplishment. The grand 
totals were to bt every thing, the individuali- 
ties which they are composed nothing. 
'J'hese foiuhs will oe perverted ; but they 
will obey me the better for it ; this branch 
*" of industry will be destroyed: but I shall 
obtain many millions for the moment ; sixty 
“ thousand men will perish in this battle : but 
“ 1 shall gain the victory.” These were bis 
argument and it is thus that kingdoms are 
aiusihilated. 
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Born to destroy, Boonapartb carries wick- 
edii|sssi||^h}$t: bottom as naturally as a lAether 
car^^s her fruit, with joy and a sort of'pride. 
He djstests to see men happy ; he once said : 

“ Tj^here are still some happy individuals in 
“ Franpe ; families that do not know me, that 
” liva in the country in their castles with an 
“ income of 30 or 40,000 livres, but they shall 
“ not escape my grasp and be has kept his 
word. One day seeing his son at play, he said 
to a Bishop who was present; “ My Lord 
Bishop, do you suppose that this little being 
has a soul Whoever derives distinction 
from any superiority alarms thfe tyrant; to 

r » 

him the fair reputation of others is vexatious. 
He is jealous of all talents, intelligence, and 
virtue ; he would even dislike the rumour ex- 
cited by ^ great crime, if that crime should 
happen not to bo^hist work* Beii^ the most 
ungracious of men', his greatest delight is to 
insult all who approftch him, without remem- 
bering that he rules over a people who are 
extremely nice on the point of honour, a people 
ipoulded by the Court of LomfiXlV. and justly 
renowned for the elegance of their manners and 
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their, « 2 tqiiiiate poiitenest.' In fine, 

VARxe was but the oreatnre of prosperity ; as 
soon as adversity, the |»arent of virtues, 'r^ohed 
this woOld'he great man, the prodigy vanished ; 
the monarch appeared a mere adventurer, and 
• the hero a soldier of fortune raised to uiime* 
rited glory. 

When Buonaparte expelled th^ Direc* 
tory he addressed them in these words : — 

^ • 

“ What have you done with that France 
** which 1 left you so brilliant ? I Ifft you 
“ peace and I find war ,* I left you victories 
and I find reverses ; I left you the millions 
“ raised in Italy, and I find every where 
“ spoliatory laws and u^etchedness'. What 
** have yon done with one hundred thousand 
Frenchtnen whom I knew, who were the 
“ companions of my glory } They are con- 
“ signed to the grave.” 

“ This state of affairs' cannot last, before 
** three years are expired it would lead us to 
** despotism, but we want a republican govern* 
” ment ; a republic seated on *the basis of 



^ldity)H||llOi*«3it7j«clvtl liberty and nii^ietts 
“.and l^litMsd tolerance, &o.*' 

^ I ' 

m\, t > > . n 

i^(;Tn*day ni|lia|)py man, we sklU bald the 
sa^ di^i^Oinni;ef^ we shall interrogate yon in 
yof^r m ords> Say, what have you done with 
that France that was so brilliant ? Where are 
our treasures, the millions raised in Italy, over 
all, t^ur^pe ? W hat have you done not" with 
one hundt^ thousand, bat with five millions 

r 

of Frenchmen whom we knew, our fathers, our 

Inenda, oulr brothers ? This state of afiairs can • 

# 

wot laqit; it bags plunged as into a horrible 
dttspetijBm, You wanted a repabiips|» govern- 
mewf^irad you havobrough^ usslavery. As for 
osVite<Wanit>a monorcfiy seated pn the basis of the 
e^^mdity of rights, pf'mocality, of civil liberty, 
of poHiical and religioua toleiguice. Did you 
gi4e, that ’konmcehy } Wfiot bai^a you done 
for ns'?' For n hat are (we indebted to your 
reign ? Who is it that assMsinated the Dfike 
d'£ngui£n, put P^cnnnHu to the rack,, exiled 
mithnAa^ loaded thdSoVereigh with 

chains^ carried off the Spanish Prhtees, com- 
menced lb impions wsi'. It is yon? Who 
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«s 4t that lost our ooloi^es, destroj^ed our com* 
m«rc^ opened America to the ^gHi^h, >cor- 
ottV morais, snatched the chHdilit^iltmi 
their pengents, distressed familiesV^ld the Madrid 
waate, -carried dre and sword over an extent of 
more than three thonsand torles, and caused the 
name of Freitchmen to be abhorred if! bvef 
the globe ? It is you. Who is it expbsied 
France to pestilence, invasion, partition and 
conquest.^ It is again yon. These' questions 
you could not put to the Directory, but tq- 
day we put them ‘to you. How widely 
does your guilt exceed that of those men 
whom you did not think worthjr to reigd? 
Had a legitimate and hereditary King over* 
whqlm^ his people with the smallest part of 
the evils which you brought upon us, bis throne 
would have tottered under him ; and is it pos* 
sible that you, an usurper and a foreigner; 
should become sacred to uS in proportion to 
the calamities which you have poiired upon os ; 
that you should still reign in the midst of our 
sufferings 1 At^lengdi we are 'recovering our 
rights ‘through our misfortunes ; we will no 
longer wdrihip Molded ; you s^ll no more 
B 3 
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devour our children : we are tired of your cdn<r 
scription, olf^our police,' 6f your censorship, of 

* * 1 ^ i* It 

yonr notituTtial assassinations, of your tyranuj. 
It is not we alone, it is the whole huigaan race, 
that' accuse 
in the name 
•Whither have you hot carried desolation ? In 
what corner^of the world has any the most 
obscure family escaped your ravages? The 
Spaniard on his mountains, the Illjlrian in his 
vallies, the Italian under his brilliant sun, the 
German, the Russian, the Prussian in his towns 
laid in a^hes, demand back from you their sons 

I * 

whom you have slaughtered, the tent, the cot> 

4 

tage, the palace, the temple, which you have 


you. They demand to be avenged 
of religion, morality and liberty. 


given up to the flames. You forced .them to 
come to seek among us for what you have stolen 
from thein, and to' claim in y bur palaces the 
bloliidy spdils which you took from them. The 
voi^4‘of the universe proclaims you the greatest 
> Culprit that ever appeared on eartb for it is 
not upon barbarous people or lipon degene- 
rated nations that you have pouted so many 
o^aiaities ; it is in the mldsl of cvilization, in 
an enlightened age, that you wished to reign 
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by the sword of Attila and the g)|aciins,of 
Nfno. Abandon, at last, your ir0n sceptre ; 
descend mmi that Brap of ruins of which you 
had madoa ^hrone ! We drive you away as you 
expelled the Directory. Go ! May your only 
punishment consist in witnessing the joy which 
your fall causes to France, and in beholding, 
with tears of rage, the spectacle of public fe- 
licity ? 


. Such are the words which we address to 

• ^ ^ ' t a * 

the foreigner. But if we reject Buonapautb, 
by whom will he be replaced ? The Kuno. 

6lP THE BOURDONS. 

The functions connecfed witb the title of 
a King are so well known by the French, that 
they need not. to have them explained ; the 
word King inynediately cariies to their minds 
the ideds of legitimate authority, of order, of 
peace, of legal and lUonarcbical liberty. The 
..recollections of old France, ;the religion, t^e 
ancient usages, the mannneVs, the.ha> 

bits of our childhood, the Cradle and the grave, 

E 4 
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«very tbi||^ is'CoanectedMrith sacred '^ordf 
Kin'i^; it tlrfifiy ao one ; on the eototti^, it 
a^Rfrils the ^iforigeet comfort. Itie the 
ttia^tHite, tbc^ther ; a Fiwnclfiii^n co'nfcanda 
all iliese hieas; He knows ifot wliat is meant 
hy'an'Eihperor: Im is unacquainted wkh the 
imturey^^tllfe *tielitiiit of the {iower con- 
nected with this ^foreign title; ' But'fae ‘knows 
that a Monarch descended froin St. 'Eoiris 
and Henri IV. is a Chief whose paternal 
authority is regulated ’by 'public institutions^ 
tempered by morality /mellowed and improved 
by ‘time, like a generous wine raised on the 
soil of his country, and ripCned by the sun of 

t 

France. Let us no longer attempt to conceal 
it from us. There will be no tranquillity, no 
happiiiese,%o prosperity , no stalnlity in ou r laws, 
itt'our opinions, in' oUr fortunes, till the House 
BomtRON shall be replaced On the throne. 
Surely the ancients, ' more' gint^l than our- 
setrim/wbiiid not hare’ foiled tObestmV'tfaentqipel- 
Ihffod of divine upon' a dree whiebj' b^fHining 
by ahriii^ and pru^nt and endi% by 
“Sl^fartyr, ■ coidtts’, sffoce of^nine oetitu- 
f^^ 'lbtiy-three MiimarChs^*^’Udl^ oi% one 
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a tyraat;' « solitary iastai^.te tke bis* 
.to>y of 4ii« vorlA, an4 an c^ernd sulijeot «f 
pride our countiy. Probity and ftoflour 
sat on tbe throne of Franco as force and poli- 
tics on that of other eonntries. The liable and 
nnld blood of the Capbts^ when it did not 

V 

pfx)dace heroes, prodqeed Monarcfas that were 
men of probity. Some were called wise, good, 
jost, wellibeloved ; others surnmned gresft, au- 
gust, ftdhers of letters and of the eountry. 
Some had passions which they expiated by 
their misfortunes ; but npnO alarmed the world 
with those vices that burthen the memory of 
the Csesats, amd which Buonaparte has re- 
produced. 

The Bourbons, who are the last^braneh 
of that sacred tvee, have by a singular destiny 
seen the first Monar^ of their line fiilhunder 
the dagger of the fanatic, and the last under 
the^aae of .tlm atheist. ^Ever since fioaiRT the 
theBixth^ison Bt.'Louis, from whom they 
are desomsdod, they have for so many* cowries 
wanted no ofiher glory but that of , adversity, 
Wbiofa'tfaoy have at length splendid^ obtained. 



59 


Whit Reproaches have we to make ifa^tn ? ' Tjhe 
name or Hs'imi makes Freiicfit^kleaitir^ 

beat with d^^ghtj'i^^moistins our ejN^ wMI 
teara;at is to Looks XlVl' that we are indebted ' 
for the best part of our glory. :;Ua’Ve we not' 
surnaraed Louis XVi. the most honest man 6f 
his kingdom I Is- it because we murder^' him 
that we n|je«t his blood ? fs it ’because we pitt 
to death his sister, his wife and his son, that 
we repel his family ? This fismily weep in exile, 
not over their own, but over our misfortunes. 
That young PrinOeSs whom we‘ persecuted, 
whom we made an orphan, regtefs every day 
the prisons of France ih'foreign palaces. She ' 
might have accepted the hand of a powerful 
and glorious Prince, but she preferred uniting 
her destiny with that of her cousin, though 
poor, an exile and proscribed, because be is a 
Frenchman and she wished not to separate 
herself frdm the misfortunes of heir family. 
The whole world admires her’virtues ; the peo- 
ple of Europe croud ardttud ber whCne^Or she 
appmrs on a public walk, and lohd her witk 
blesfditgs ; and we,' we c'au' fbrgCt her! When 
she left hef native countryS^ where she had sof* 
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nm^cb,^ cast a look behind and 

jr? t ^ 

we{}t,,^^Tho^ the conatent objeot< of her 
prajfr|,an^.of hisr love, we aaaroely know that 
she Ijiveji. /jfise/,” wnd eheAf; times, « that 
** J ahail mt^ Me bksaed with a pregeny tmy 
where hut Frunee a moving expiesskm, 
whiph alo)|e<9Pghjt to make us fall at het feet, 
and ^raw./rom ju the deepest sigh#of the bit-> 
terest repentance. Yes, the Duchess of Anoou- 
iiEME will give us. heirs to the throne oi) the 
fruitful soif of her native (country. Fuance 
s))ontaneopsly teems with lilliea; irrigated with 
‘the blood of so many expiatory victims sacri* 
ficed at the ^t ^of the scaffold of Louis and 
Antoinette, tiiey will grow •more beautiful 
thah ever ! 

V i 

The brother of our King, Louijs XVUl., 
who is to reign the first over us, is a Prince 
remarkable fpr his numerous acquirements, in* 
acce^ible to pr^udice, q stranger to vengeance. 
Of all l^erei^ns that may at present govern 
France, he p^rhi|p| is the best sui;ted tp out 
situation and to th,a spirit^of the age ; whereas 
fiuo^AP^R^B ^as perhaps of all men thatvre 
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teighlt faave c^oeen the least fit to lie 

XbeiiKtiMflHM^llCa^ tkne 

■ii4«i^i0«iNefiiMaM>o and tinifejoi^l^^llp'tlie 

•iHVt ««9Miwt«8 ^Pjrinoe mboae 

iKad abovld eoatoin e«lf two pr three eom- 

mooiibttt -useftil edeoa mnddl be ocnore witoble 
• • 

SoreRB^ii /Qr<«i nation an 
adtontorafiitoiBfitoBt]^ dt^rmiiMig netw^ pl’W* 
'tontiflg new jbwe» fimcying he does noqt^reigB 
lMat|vhjGaihe iadiatarbiing QaticMis» alt^Bg or 
inNirojriBg in (the atoning bis croatlons the 

moraiBg*. Not onlj.does Loprs XP||^|iosfie|s 
toose fixed ideas, tliat tnodeiadon, tliat good 
'sense, so neeessar^*^ to ai:Moti|i|cb, bnt. this 
Ihtooe IS also tond xd* liternture, well informed, 
and doqttent mwy of. our Kings, of a’ ca- 
fweioto end enlight^ed njaderstandiog, of a 
firm and p$ilosopl^ieal eharacter, 

• tw ohoae between £hiMMfapa&TB, who 
ootosawith llte ldop%^ ^Qg^of thenoBfo^^ion, 
iiBdd(f«hf^vm.wlioi(^)ii^ tO(hf|^l||pv|^nds, 
with>tbn.will nf l<oia|^ XVl^ hjs ^od., , At 
(.iMsieorena^n hn |dU.tog(^|. tho|e 


^g*»%bi!F Tirtiioni»,^i^Of '--7 


•1 


^boie wi® bcwfi^ 
i yi(g^'0Sleik without anf |«rdf9n»(i»n txalvs^ 
fiart; ft<M|’’l^jpraj G^itQi^lidifvratbem*” 

' ^Tlie*C!atint>»^A&'roi% of a (^aratfiev-flo 
fraiah, |K» le^al^ so truly Irench, is* wm «a 
<ironsf^t»ilUtlrfi>r*'lri»fii«lyf bis niil4n«aifaa<d> bis 
gaodns^, as ba wa^ in bis yoiK^^ yeasa Jat 
his.fiKibl^ mein and bis rbyal gs^falnewb 
BuaitApARi'n was cbst down- by tbe b«nd>«f 
the Alttii^bfy> bnt not J^piiareilby adrwsity^ 
in pnd^rtioarbs he iosedgaNmiidrdn tbe aminti^ 
whioih isaseiqnng from faia tyranny, bedilgs 
after hbn' unAnrtnnate fiotinss loaded with 
chains : it is’ in the jnbst rcwAote prisons df 
France that be |d(rfomin the last ants' of hia 
power. The Count »'AitTnis''arrisetf alone, 
without soldiers, without support, nnknown 
to the Frehth to whoiU he shews himself. 

W utiid^d ’hihr^Ha^ wbetl the 
ptoplO hii feht ; I9iey kIsB the 

skirts of tliii 'they' embrace' bH hBeot; 
tbey!Wiatib flodd» of tbaw: We 

“ idling yod' iwfiiing^fltftwtr'hearts; the ibo«» 
“ ster has Itrft lie nothing dsa.” In simh * 



ittaatwr to Uttve ’France, in such a Itii^ner to 
who ddes not recognize oh Ohh j^nd 
the Vtfhiper, on the othet the legitimate Prince? 

V 

The Dolce d'Anoouleme inade bis ap- 
pearance in another of our provinc^: Bor- 
deaux, the second citjoif the kingdom, opened 
to him her' gates, and the native country of 
Henui IV.' acknowledged with transports of 
joy the heir of the virtues of that Prince. Our 
armies never beheld a more valourous knight 
than the Duke de Berkt. The Duke of 
by his loyal fidelity to the blood of 
onr King, shews that his name is still one of 
the noblest in France. 1 have already spoken 
of the three generations of heroes, the Prince 
DB CoedS, the Duke oe Bourbon : I leave it 
to Buonaparte to name the third. 

I kno^ not whether^^erity will be able 
to believe that so many Princes of the House 
of^Bburbon were proscribed by a nation who 

oWhdthem ^1 their glory, though these Princes 

» .. * > * * * 

were hot guilty of any crime, and though their 
misfortunes did not arise from the tyranny of 
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^onceiV^ in future 

Princes so good, Princes onr country- 

, '‘^'j ¥ V'"/- * .*•«* “ ^ 

nten, to j>lace at our head a foreigner, the 
most wicked of men. That Fran<» should 
have wished to hecpine a republic maj beacon* 
ceive^ to a certain point ,* a nation, an^ac- 
cess of folly may wi^h to changn th^^prm of 
government and no lon^jr be willing to ac- 
knowledge a Supreme Cbjef : but if ifc ravert 
to monarchy, it is the height of dii^grace, and 
absurdity to desire it withoijit ^be Jfgij^mate 
Sovereign, and t^ si’pj^se that it coi|Jd e:tist 
without him. Let us podi^, if we cbuse>,the 
constitution of that monarchy, but no one 
has a right to change^ the monarch. may 
happen that a cruel, tyrannical King who 
violates all laws, who deprives a whole nation 
of their liberties, be deposed through a violent 
revolution ; but in that e>(traoi:dinary case the 
Crown devolves to his Sons or to his next heir. 

« V t V >s • 

But was Louis XVI, ever a^ tyrant ? 9?® 
impeach his memory ? By wh^t authm^ily do 
wC deprive his race of a throne to which they 
have so many claims ? By what a disgraceful 
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the inheritance of Bohea^l 
the Steerogl T^e Hobert the Strong; gutsihebV, 

" f It 

descnndnd fronvtbe second' race of our Kinge, 
Irhieh wf» allied to the ^cit. He wae S^rl of 
Paris# H^Kin CanUTi' hiceeelf a Frenohmon . 
l>roQ||^t> to the Frenohi, inima^ de- 
raeaaes and wealths Porh^ his |»ateiig^ estate. 
France 90, emaU h^t Kings ctf the 

the%ni^<>^ 9 ^PhT, gresr rich and received 
eonsiderahle 8ddi||:i^.if9der their descendants. 
To dli thOplts^ceof this ancient race we^ selected 
a Kingt as has been obeerved bj a Senator, 
froin araong a peoj^ whom the Homans ^rcn 
disdain^ to cjnplo/ as slaves, Jt is in behalf 
of an^obsciipB^btalian whom ^we ho^c been 
obliged to raise &Qqi , poverty, with the spoils 
of the whole French stiEdion, that we have dis« 
carded the Salic the palladium of our 
eiliiHra»^Ifo^^^,^f^rentj^w^^ tb^ sentiwents 
aodr.n9|a^ of o^^ fat^sli^^ ours ! At the 
denlhj^ Pniw^jin ‘r F®j"^ 

ll|pf rather thmi<9^bmit 

«» •» ^'S^, 

theins^lvea ^ ^tiy<) ce^nriif^ cif wa^p, Thii 



nliinit i'6« caiW hi l^^foN^jr 

aad gmtsdeuf* ili6 

twfe i^t ll?l(lfet^^fl^lds of Cf^cff 
^oitieri^^iid'Agiifdoif^, its 

mentfT triottiphed k )a$t‘ over the baflttl^ of 
Edward tlL <V., and the' o^ of 

Montjoie ^l^t. Dttnis ‘’Rtifled that of 'aR 
tions. The rame question eoncernidg the mh^ 
cession to the CrMvn doou^red agaflf ' at the 
death of Henri 111 ; the ^aHiainent then itsned ’ 
the famous deOree whicR gave Henri* IV. and 
Louis XIV. to Ffance. *T!iey werfe, howevef, 
not ignoble heads those of EdVard HI., HnNRi 

f 

V,, the Duke de GuIse, add 'the Infanta of 
Spain. Just Heavens ! whaf fs become of the 

•V 

pride of France ! She refhsed such great sove- ^ 
reigns to preserve 'her French and royal race, 
and she selected BuoNARJtiit'E ! * 

Vainl;f will it be htrged that'lSdojrAieAk'rB 
is not' a foreigner. He% one* m iBe eyes of atl 
Europe,'' of all nnprejfh^iC€^*Fr4t^meii': W' 
will be dedmed one^ by p<^{c^ity,^|fb.ieli 
perham Sumrib'e to hii^fhe ofohr ^ 

victoi^es and us of hls crionfst 


p 
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Boonapartb has nothing t>f the IVWcbmati 
either in' tiismunneVs or in hiseharacter^ Even 
lire fixtures of his fkcebPttay his (^rigiit. The 

r 

language which he learnt in 'his cradle is not 
oars, and his accent as well as his name reveal 
his couiitr\ . His father and mother lived more 
than half their lives subjects to the re|>nblic 
of Genoa. He himself is more sincet'e than his 
flatterers; be does not ackndn ledge himself a 
Frenchman ; be bates and despises us. He has 
often Ainguardedly imid : ‘‘ That i» emctlu like 
you Frenchmen” In one of his speeches he 
mentioned Italj gs his country and France as 
his conquest. ^ If Buonaparte be a French- 
man, Tovssaint Lovverture must necessarily 
bp acfcpQwledged one as much and ihore than 
he: fpr after all, be wes^bom in an ancient 
French colony End under French laws; the 
freedom which he had obtained had reinstated, 
faiih in th$ yigbts'Of a subject and of a citizen. 
And a fofeiAper, by the charity of our 

lutings, fil^jthe thi'otio pf our mon^rchs and is 
ftORif^us t^ shed tht^f* blood f We tipok care of 
bip youth* f^nd opt pf ^gfl'^titude h# plunges us 
iota HR nbym of misery } %pensf(tKm of 
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PxQ,videiicei. tim G«54^fsaoked Romefyand the 
Romaos oppressed the Gauls; the Ereueh have 
ihrequently ravaged It^y and the Medici, the 
Galigai,. tl^ Ma:^rins» the Buonapautbs 
have desolated our country. Francaand l|aly 
should at length know, and for ever renounce 
each other. 

• . < 

How sweet it will be to repose at last after 
so many agitations and calamities under the 
paternal authority of bnrJIegi^^niate Sovereign ! 
•We have for the moment been v^als of the 
glory which our arms had shed upoii,BvoNA> 
PARTE ; now that be has stripjped himself of 
this glory, it would be too much to continue 
the slaves of his crimes. Let us reject this 
Oj^ressor as he has been already rejected by 
all the other nations. Let it i^ot be said of us : 
they murdered the best an^ most virtuous of 
Kings ; they did nojthing to save his life, and 
pow they are sheddipg the ,l*^|drop^<^ their 
bloody they ifl'e sacrificing th^ la^t remains of 
France to suppoft^a foreigapr whom the^ 
setyf^^^test. By^^^t jnodve can that pithless 
J^apce jpE|^ify ber al^minal^ fidelity ? Or are 
’ ‘ pa 
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We reduced to acknowledge that we take p]ea<r 
sure in tbfil d^ds, that we are delighted with 
crimes, that tjranny suits us ? Ah ! if foreign 

c 

nations tired at last of our obstinacy, shouldf 
<ion^nt to leave us this madman ; if ive were 
mean enough to purchase with ‘ a part of our 
territory the disgrace of retaining among us 
the seed of pestilence, and the scourge of hu- 
manity, we must fly to the remotest deserts, 
change our name and language, endeavour to 
forget and to make others forget that we have 
been Frenchmen. 

Rather lc| us consider the happiness of 
our common country ; let us recollect that our 
fate is in our hands ; one word can restore us 
to glory, peace, and the esteem of the world, 
or plunge us again into the most frightful and 
most ignoble slavery. Let ns re-establish the 
monarchy of Clovis, the inheritance of St. 
Louis, the patrimony of Henri IV. At pre- 
sent the Bourbons alone suit our unhappy 
situation, they are the only physicians that 
cftn heat our wounds. The moderation, the 
paternal tenderness of their sentiments, thdr 
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own misfortunes suit a kingdom that is ex- 
hausted, tired of convulsions and calamities.^ 
^very thing W'ill become legitimate, if we re- 
call them ; \^ithout them every thing' is ille- 
gitimate. Their* bare presence will re-establish 
that order which they alone can restore among 
us. They are brave and illustrious noblemen, 
and much more French than oursebes. These 
Lords of the Fleurs de Lys^ were at all times 
celebrated for their loyalty ; they are so in- 
timately blended with the principle of our 
manners, that they even seem to constitute a 
part of France, and to be as necessary to her 
at present, as the Air and the Sun. 

While tranquillity w'ould return with 
them ; while they alone would pot an end to 
this too long revolution, the return of Buo- 
naparte would plunge us into frightful cala- 
mities and interminable troubles. Can the 
most fertile imagination depicture to itself what 
that monstrous giant would be, when confined 
within narrow limits, having ho longer the 
treasures of the world to. devour, and the 
blood of Europe to shed ? Can we fancy him 
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shut up in a rained and degraded Court, vent- 
ing upon the French alone bis rage, his ven- 
geance and his turbulent genius ? Buona- 
parte is not changed, he never will change. 
He will always invent projects,' laws, decrees, 
absurd, contradictory or criminal ; he will 
always be our tormentor ; under him, our lives, 
our property, will always be insecure. Until 
he be enabled to disturb the world a new, he 
will pour his wrath on oui families. The only 

slaves in the midst of a free world, and the ob> 

« 

jects of contempt among nations, to be in- 
sensible to our degradation, would be to arrive 
at the last degree of misfortune, to lay down 
at night like the slaves of the East, indifTerent 
to the cordon which the Sultan will send us 
when we awake. 

No, this must not be. We have a legiti- 
mate Prince, born of cur blood, educated 
among us, whom we know, who knows us, 
who has our manners, our inclinations, our 
habits, for whom we have put up our prayers 
in our youth, with whose name our children 
are acquainted, as with that of their neigh- 



foours, and whose fathers lived and died vrith 
our fathers. Is France to become a forMted 
property, because we hove reduced our ancient 
Princes to^ be wstnderers in foreign lands > Is 

» 

she to remain in the possession of a Corsican, 
as an Alien Estate? Ah ! for Heaven’s sake let 
us not be found so disloyal as to disinberit our 
natural Lord, to ^ive hi&bed to the first fellow 
that asks fo*r it. Should we have no fogitihiate 
masters left, the meanest Frenchman would 
still be preferable to Boonaparte as a ruler : 
we should at least be spared the shame of obey* 
‘ing a foreigner. 

It only remains for me to prove that' if 
the Restoration of the. House of Bourbon be 
necessary to France, it is not less so to all 
Europe. > ‘ 


OF THE ALLIES. 

Adverting first to reasons peculiar to 
Buonaparte only, is there an individual in 
the world who could ever rely on bis word ? 
Is it not with him, as much a point of policy, 
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Qs a propensity of heart, to make ability con* 
sist in deceiving, in regarding good faith as a 
folly and the mark of a weak understanding, 
in sporting with the' sanctity of oaths?’ Was 
he performed a single one of the uumerous 
Treaties which he entered into with th^ dif- 
ferent powers of Europe? It was always by 
violating some article of these treaties, and 
in the midst of peace' that he made his most 
solid conquests ; he rarely evacuated a town 
which he was to surrender; and even,* now 
when be is cast down, the fruit of hia rapine, 
and the evidence of his falsehoods may still' 
be found in some fortresses of Germany, 

If it be said that h^ is to be tied down so 
as to be unable to recommence his devastations; 
1 answer that it is to no purpose, that you weak- 
en him by dismembering France, by garrisoning 
the frontier towns for a certain number of years, 
by obliging him to pay considerable sums, 
by forcing him, to keep but a small army, and 
to abolish the conscriptipn ; all this will prove 
fruitless. BooKAPARTn,! repeat, is not changed, 
ildversity has no power over himi because he 
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was not above prosperit;^. He will silently 

meditate revenge : after one or two years of 

repose, when the coalition is dissolved, when 

each Prince has re*entered his dominions, he 
* 

will suddenly call us to arms, avail hitiiself of 
the generations that are grown up, take and 
pass through the' strong barriers, and once 
more ovesrrun Germany. At this very moment 

• 4 

he speaks of nothing but of going to set fire 

t 

to Vienna, Berlin and Munich ; he cannot con- 
sent to abandon his prey. Will the Russians 
return speedily enough from the bi^nks of the 
Boristhenes to save Europe a second time? 
will it be possible to form again, when all its 
ties are dissolved that miraculous coalition, 
the result of five-and-twenty years of suffer- 
ings? Will not Buonaparte ffnd means of 
bribing some ministers, of seducing some 
princes, of reviving ancient jealousies, and 
perhaps of gaining over to his cause some na- 
tions blind enough to fight under his banners ? 
In fine, will those same Princes who are now 
reigning, be then on their thrones, and may 
not a change of Kings produce a change in 
politics? Is it possible for powers that have 



been so frequently deceived, to resume at once 
a security that would be their ruin ? Can they 
ever forget the pride of the. adventurer who 
treated them w'ith so much insolence, who 
boasted of having Monarchs in his anti>room, 
who sent his commands to Sovereigns, kept 
spies in their own courts, and proclaimed 
aloud, that before ten years had elhpsed, his 
Dynasty would be the oldest in Europe ? Can 
Kings treat with a man who heaped upon 
them affronts which no private individual 
would endure ? A beautiful Queen was the ad- 
miration of Europe for her charms, her courage 
and her virtues, and he hastened her death by 
the basest and meanest outrages. The sanctity 
of Kings as well as common decency forbid me 
to repeat the calumnies, the insults, and 
ignoble pleasantries which he lavished by 
turns upon those Monarchs and l^inisters of 
State who are now dictating laws to him in 
his palace. Though Princes may personally 
despise these outrages they cannot and ought 
not to despise them for the interest and ma- 
jesty of their thrones ; they ought to make 
themselves respected by their people, to break 
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at last the sword of the Usurper, and to dis* 
grace for ever that abominable right of the 
strongest upon which Buonaparte grounded 
his pride and his empire. 

• 

Next to these particular considerations 
there are others of a higher nature, and which 

alone ought to induce the coalesced powers no 

>< 

longer to acknowledge Buonaparte as a sove- 
• 

reign. 

It is of material importance to the tran* 
quillily of nations, to the security of Crowns, 
to the family of sovereigns that an individual, 
sprung from the inferior ranks of society shall 
not seat himself with impunity on the throne 
of bis master, take his place among legitimate 
monarchs, treat them as brothers, and find in 
the revolutions that caused his elevation suffi- 
cient force to counterbalance the rights of 
legitimacy. If this example be once given to 
the world, monarchs can no longer reckon upon 
theirCrowns. If in the' midst of civilization 
the throne of Clovis may be given to a Cor- 
jsican, whilst the Sons of Sr. Louis are wan- 
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dering on the earih, no King can be certain 
to-day that he is to reign to-morrow. Let this 
be well considered ; all the monarchies of 
Europe are the offspring of nearly the same 
manners, and date nearly from the same pe- 
riod ; all Kings really are, as it were brothers, 
united by the Christian Religion and the anti- 
quity of their families. Should this grand-and 
beautiful system once be destroyed, should 
new races be seated on our thrctnes where they 
would cause other manners, other principles, 
other ideas to prevail, it would be all over 
with ancient Europe, and in the course of a 
few years a general revolution would change 
the succession of ail sovereigns. Kings ought, 
therefore, to defend the House of Bourbon as 
they would that of their own family. What is 
true with regard to the relations of royalty is 
not less so with regard to the relation of na- 
ture. There is not a King in Europe but has 
Bourbon blood in his veins, and who ought 
to consider them as illustrious and unfortu- 
nate kinsmen. Nations have been but too 
much apprised already that thrones may be 
shaken. It behoves Kings to shew them that 
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although thrones may be shaken, yet they 
never can be destroyed ; that for the happiness 
of the world Crowns are not obtained by the 
success of crimes and the sports of fortune. 

It is likewise of material importance to 
civilized Europe that France, which by her ge- 
nius and situation is as it were the heart and soul 
of that quarter of the globe, should be happy, 
prosperous and tranquil ; she never can be so 
• but under her ancient Kings. Any other go- 
vernment would prolong among us those con- 
vulsions which are ^elt at the farthest end of the 
earth. The Bourbons alone, by the majesty 
of their race, the legitimacy of their rights, the 
moderation of their character, will afford a 
sufficient guarantee for treaties and close the 
wounds of the world. 

Under the reign of tyrants the laws of 
morality are as it were suspended, in the same 
manner as in England they suspend in times 
of trouble the act by which the liberty of the 
citizens is secured. Every one knows that he 
is not acting rightly, that he is proceeding in 
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a wrong course : but every one yields submis* 
sion and lends himself to oppression. Peopleeven 
create for themselves a sort of false conscience 
in vice ; they scrupulously execute commands 
the most contrary to justice. tTheir apology is, 
better times will come, when they »will re- 
cover their rights to liberty and virtue ; that 
it is a period of iniquity which must be 
passed over as we pass over times of mis- 
fortune. But whilst they are waiting for the 
return of better times, the tyrant does what 
he likes, he is obeyed, he may drag a whole 
population to slaughter, oppress them, demand 
any thing of them without meeting with a 
denial. Wi^h a legitimate Prince this is im- 
possible ; under a legal sway every one en- 
joys his natural right and the practice of his 
virtues. If the king should attempt to ex- 
ceed the limits of his powe* he would encoun- 
ter obstacles on all sides ; every corporation 
would make remonstrances, every individual 
would raise his voice; th^ attempt would be 
opposed in the name of reason, conscience, 
an4 liberty. It is on this account that Eu- 
rope has more to dread from Buonap4at£, 
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left in the possession of a single French vil- 
than from the Bourbons, masters of all 
France, even to the Rhine. 

Besides,' can the Allied Monarclis entertain 
any doubts respecting the opinion of France ? 
Do they suppose that they would so easily have 
reached the Loutre had not the French con* 
sidered them as their deliverers? Have they not 
beheld in all the towns, through which they 
passed, manif^t signs of this hope ? For the 
last six months we scarcely heard any other 
questions but these, all over France : Are the 
Bourbons with them? Wherfi are the Princes? 
Are they coming 1 Ah ! if we did but see a 
white banner! The Usurper, moreover, is ab- 
horred by all. He inspires so much execration 
that even among a warlike people he counter- 
balanced the evils apprehended from the pre- 
sence of hoi^tile armies, and we rather con- 
sented to suffer a momentary invasion than 
endure Buonaparte daring bis life. If our 
armies have fought, let us admire their valour, 
and lament their suiferings ; they detest the 
tyrant as much and more than the rest of the 
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French : but they have taken an o^th, and 
French grenadiers die victims of their word. 
The sight of military banners inspires, fidelity : 
from the Franks, our forefathers, down to our 
times, our soldiers have entered into a holy 
compact and bound themselves, as it were by 
matrimonial vows, to their swords. Let us not, 
therefore, mistake the sacrifice of honour for 
the love of slavery. Our brave warriors only 
wait to be released from their allegiance. Let 
the French and their Allies acknowledge their 
legitimate Princes, and, at the same instant, the 
army released from its oath, will range them* 
selves under the unsullied banner which often 
witnessed our triumphs, sometimes our re- 
verses, at all times our valour and never our 
shame. 

If the Allied Monarchs be willing to 
adopt the only plan that can insure the tran- 
quillity of France and that of Europe, they 
will encounter no obstacle to their design. 
They ought to be satisfied with the triumph 
of thdr arms. We, as Frenchmen, ought to 
regard those triumphs as a lesson of Provi- 
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dence, that chastises without degrading us. 
We may confidently say to ourselves, that 
what would have been impossible under our 
legitimate Princes could only be accomplished 
under the sway of an adventurer. Hencefor- 
ward, the Allied Monarchs ought to aspire to 
a more lasting glory. Let them repair with 
their guards to the place of our revolution ; 
let them celebrate a funeral service on the 
very spot where Louis and Antoinette bent 
their heads under the murderous %xe; let 
this council of Sovereigns proclaim on the 
altar, in the midst %/f the French people, 
kneeling, and in tears, Louis XVIII, King of 
France ; they will offer, to the world, the 
greatest spectacle that it ever beheld, and 
shed upon themselves a glory which ages will 
not be able to obliterate. 

But already are some of these events ac- 
complished. Miracles have produced miracles. 
Paris, like Athens, has seen foreigners enter 
within its walls, who have respected it for the 
sake of its former glory and its great men. 
Eighty thousand conquering warriors have 

G 
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rasted near our citizens without disturbing 
their repose, without committing the smallest 
violence, without indulging in a single shout 
of triumph* They are deliverers, not con« 
querors. Honour, immortal honour to the 
Sovereigns who could give the world such an 
example of moderation in victory ! How 
many insults had they not to avenge ? But 
they have not confounded the French witli the 
tyrant by whom they were oppressed. Hence 
they ha^e already reaped the fruits of their 
magnanimity. They have been received by the 
inhabitants of Paris like our own Monarchs, 
like French Princes, like the Bourbons. Soon 
shall we behold the descendants of Henri IV ! 
Alexander has given us bisword that we shall 
see them ; be remembers that the marriage 
contract of the Duke and Duchess d’Angou- 
leme is deposited in the achi ves of Russia. He 
has faithfully preserved tlu last public deed 
of our legitimate government; he has deli- 
vered it to our archives where we shall, in our 
turn, preserve the account of his entrance 
into Paris as one of the greatest and most glo- 
rious monuments of history. 
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However, let .us not separate from the 
two inon'archs who are now among us, that 
other sovereign who is making the greatest 
sacrifice to the cause of kings and to the tran- 
quillity of dations : may he as a monarch and 
as a father find the reward of his wishes in the 
affection, gratitude and admiration of the 
French ! 

Countrymen, fellow sufferers, and friends, 
let us forget our quarrels, our animosities, our 
errors, that we may save <;ur country. Let us 
unite in brotherly love, on the mins of our 
dear native soil, and call to our aid the heir of 
Henry IV and Louis XIV. May he soon ap- 
pear among us to dry the tears of his children, 
to restore his family to l|appiness, and charita- 
bly to cast over our wounds the mantle of 
St. Louis ha]^torn by our own hands ! Let us 
recollect that all the evils we experience, the 
loss of our wealth, of our armies, the calami- 
ties of invasion, the slaughter of our children, 
the troubles and disorganisation of all France, 
the infringement of our liberties are the work 
of one man, and that we shall owe all the oppo- 



i$ite blessings to one man. Let us then raise 
from all quarters the shout which can save us, 
the shout with which our fathers rent the air in 
misfortune as in victory, and which to us will 
be the harbinger of peace and happiness. 


LONG LIVE THE KING!!! 
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napoleon’s conduct 

TOWARDS 

PRUSSIA^ 

SINCE 

THE PEACE OF TILSIT. 


Important points of dispute had caused, 
in the year IBOCi, the war between Piussi.i 
and France. The Peace of Tilsit put a stop, 
on the 9th of July, 1807, to a contest, as ui;- 
e([nat, as it was unfortunate. Prussia boii^iif 
by immense sacrifices a peace, wiiicli v/ai 
intended to assuage the sufferings of the van- 
<|uis!ied, and at the same time to set limits 
to the rights of the victor. 

lint this fundamental condition of all trea- 
ties of peace among civdized nations, wa-> 
foreign to the French Government. Its war- 
like posture against Prussia continued still 
for a long time, and even with greater aspe- 
iltv The only difference was, that Naprdcon, 



9 


diiryhng the eyes with the name of Peaces 
did not meet with any further resistance. 

Fourteen months after the Peace of Til- 
sit, the French Government thought pro- 
per at last to fulfil its most .essential object, 
and to return to the King the provinces 
which had been guaranteed to him ; but from 
this moment, this convention and all the fol- 
lowing treaties became to Prussia a source of 
fresh misfortunes and humiliations. This 
state remained, by the oppressive superiorit) 
of PVance, under the hard neeessify of yield- 
ing in points which militated, as well against 
Its interest as its rights, in order to preserve 
Its political existence. The more ear^' and 
attention it took, in fulfilling the obligatuni' 
U had taken upon itself, the less could it es- 
cape the hatred, the want of conlulciicc, and 
the more and more increasing pretensions of 
the French Government, and the less did this 
government hold itself bound by its own pro- 
mises. 

We need only read the treaties, and com- 
pare the facts with them. 

The 28th Article of the Treaty of Tilsit, 
and a separate convention concluded, on 
the 12th of July, 1807i between Marshal 
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Count Kalkrcuth and the Prince of Ncuf- 
chatel, stipulated that the evacuation of all 
time Prussian provinces which by the peace 
were to be re;?tored to the King, should be 
effected by the 1st of October, 1807. The. 
only condition annexed to this convention 
was, that the war contributions “imposed on 
“ the country were to be discharged, that is 
“ to say, that they ought to be regarded as dis- 
“ cliarged, as soon as the securities given 
“ should be recognised by the Intendant-Gc* 
“ neral of the French army as sufficient.” But 
they took care to recognisr so very little as 
valuable, and so to turn and twist them- 
selves, that this condition could not be ful- 
filled before fourteen months after the peace, 
and then in the severest manner for Prussia. 
The King, after having consented to the ces- 
sion of the most ff'rtilo and most populous 
moiety of his states had flattered himself in 
vain to keep the rest in a tranquil situation, 
in order to be able effcctual'y to work out the 
alleviation of his subjects, oppressed by the 
suff erings of an unfortunate war. The French 
troops, which had only evacuated, in the 
beginning, East Prussia, as far as the Pas- 
sarge, and afterwards as far as the Vi^tula» 



4 


continued their abode in the other provinces, 
to the number of one hundred and fifty 
thousand men, mthjifty thousand horse, at the 
expense of the inhabitants. ,In the same 
manner the commissaiics of the Emperor 
continued to levy all the public icvcnues in 
(he provinces, and to lay upon them other 
extraordinary charges, in so much that the 
state of affairs in general appeared as if 
peace was still remote. Never will Prussia 
lose the recollection of this cpocha of suffer- 
ings! — To keep its close at the greatest pos- 
sible distance, and to oppress Prussia still 
more than it had been oppressed by ^\ar and 
by the treaty of peace. Marshal Souit anil 
the other I'rench generals in Prussia invented 
new sacrifices for that country to make 
beyond the stipulations of the Treaty iff 
'J'lhit, as the necessary conditions ol the 
final evacuation. 'J'he following are the most 
striking 

Tlie Treaty of Tilsit, Article 16 ‘th, h;ul 
stipulated a military road between Saxony 
and the Euchy of Warsaw through the Prus- 
sian States; but Marshal Soult demanded, 
besides, a commercial road for the con- 
veyance of the productions of the agricul- 
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tiirc ai)il commerce of Saxony and Warsaw, 
the establishment of Saxon po.'i-ojfices upon 
this road, and very considerable privileges, 
respecting the transit of the said produce, 
and of the foreign shipping on the canals 
and rivers ’in the interior of Prussia. The 
King, in order to avoid every thing whicli 
could hinder the evacuation of his slates, 
saw himself under the necessity of acceding to 
all thf'se pretensions, however unfoumlcd 
ti)ry were, and the burthensome Convention 
ol Elbing was signed on the 13th of OcIoIkt, 
1807. 

The Ticaty of Tilsit had further, in Article 
2nd and 3rd, fixing the borders between tlic 
Duchy of Warsaw and the remaining states 
of Puissia, neither added to the territory of 
Warsaw tlic Circle of Michclaw, in Old 
Prussia, nor even made the evacuation of 
Prussia dependent upon the final settlement 
of the frontiers. Nevertheless Marshal Soult 
presented the project of a second convention, 
wherein a new delineation of frontiers, 
directly to be adopted, was drawn, to the 
exclusive advantage of the Duchy of War- 
saw, and with this Duchy the Circle of Ali- 
chelcm was incorporated. The Marshal in- 
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sistedupon it ; and, in order not to be behind* 
hand upon any point, upon which the eva- 
cuation of the country might depend, the 
King, by the Convention of Elbing, of the 
10th of November, 1807, gave his consent 
to this arrangement of the frontiers, and to 
the cession of an important Circle. Another 
stipulation was made in this convention, to 
confirm the donation of certain domains in 
the Prussian territory, which the Emperor 
Napoleon, shortly before the peace of Tilsit, 
had conferred upon the Prince of Neufchatel 
and upon Marshal Mortier. The King' 
passed ct^ually over this, in spite of the 
inconvenience which must arise therefrom in 
the interior administration. 

The Treaty of Tilsit, Article 2nd, had 
expressly mentioned New Silesia as remain- 
ing to the King of Prussia. Contrary to the 
convention, Marshal Soult demanded the 
union of that country with tho Duchy of 
Warsaw. The King, to attain his object, 
felt himself bound to concede also this point ; 
and by the same Convention of the lOth of 
November, 1807, gave up this possession, as 
important as it was legitimate. 

The Treaty of Tilsit, by the 19th Article, 
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l«ad fixed to the City of Danzig a tenitory of 
two leagues (Ikues) in diameter from i ts 
extent. But even while the said treaty was 
pending, ’General Rapp, French governor of 
Danaig, had concluded a kind of agreement 
with the deputies of Danzig, without the 
knowledge of Prussia ; by which the ter- 
ritory of Danzig was enlarged to two German 
miles (quatre lieues) in diameter, not to be 
reckoned from the real circumference of the 
city, but from the extreme points of the 
out-works. Marshal Scult insisted upon it, 

• producing the sketch of a separate conven- 
tion between France, the City of Danzig, 
and Prussia. At last Prussia was obliged 
to concede the said frontier line between her 
states and the territory of Danzig, as it was 
stipulated by a third convention at Elbing, 
the 6th of December, 1807. 

Nevertheless the evacuation of the Prus- 
sian States did not take place, in spite of all 
these proofs of the compliance of Prussia, 
which had been considered as necessary for 
the entire fulfilment of a treaty of peace 
which had never prescribed them. There 
was still one principal point to be settled, 
that in which consisted the only real con- 
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tiition, upon which that treaty of peace had 
made the evacuation to depend. 

The Convention of the 12th of July, 1807, 
had, agreeably to the 28th Article of the 
Peace of Tilsit, thus defined thiS condition : 
“ The war contributions imposed upon the 
“ country were to be discharged, that is to 
“ say, they were to be looked upon as dis- 
“ charged, as soon as the securities given 

should be recognised by the Intendant- 
“ General of the French armies as sufficient ; 
“ and that it should be equally understood, 
“ that every contribution, which was not 
“ publicly made known before the exchanging 
“ of the ratif cation of the peace, would be 
“ regarded as null and void.” 

From the beginning the King had ordered 
a Commission to assemble at Berlin, concern- 
ing the fulfilment of the peace, and had 
charged this Commission tooettle, before all 
other things, with the Intcndant-General, 
this business of the contributions. The diffi- 
culties, without end or number, which this 
Intcndant-General * made, and his always 
increasing and impracticable pretensions. 


^ See Note {. at the end of the work. 



9 


» 

obliged the King, in the beginning of No- 
vember, 1807, to send his brother, Prince 
William of Prussia, to Paris, and to give 
him credentials to the French Fniperor, in 
order to get rid there, in person, of ail the 
difficulties, and finally to re-establish a com- 
plete understanding between both courts. 
Unfortunately, however, the Prince did not 
succeed much better in this ; he could not 
bring it to a conclusion without signing infi- 
nitely hard and burthenbome conditions. 
Nothing could have been easier, according 
to this stipulation of the Peace of Tilsit, than 
to draw up an account of the sums due from 
Prussia to France. It was only necessary to 
know the amount of the war contributions 
imposed, up to the 12th of July, 1807, and 
what had been paid of them, and to agree 
about the supplies in kind made to the French 
army, and now to be set off against them. 
According to this basis, the account of the 
Commission of Peace at Berlin amounted to 
nineteen millions of francs. 

But the account of the Intendant-General 
made the total demand for war contributions, 
including the arrears of the territorial reve- 
nues up to the l2th of July, 1807, amount 

c 
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to the enormous sum of one’hundred and fifty- 
four millions and a half of francs, and allowed 
upon this sura only a deduction of thirty-five 
millions and a half, as already paid ; so that 
it exhibited a sum-total of one hundred and 
nineteen millions, and therefore a difference of 
exactly one hundred millions of francs from the 
sum given in by the Commission. Some de- 
ductions, that were allowed, made the whole 
amount to one hundred and twelve millions 
of francs ; the payment of which sum the In- 
tend an t-General demanded before he \Yould 
evacuate the country. J'lie King, only in order 
to put an end to it, and to procure the benefit 
of tranquillity to the unfortunate country, 
empowered the Commission to recognise this 
sum ; but there arose new and still more dis- 
couraging difficulties concerning the manner 
of payment, and the securities demanded by 
the Intendant-General. At last, on the 8th 
of March, 1808, the Commission agreed 
with him concerning the sketch of a conven- 
tion, which was sent immediately to Paris, 
to be submitted to the Emperor’s approba- 
tion. Hopes were given to this effect ; yet, 
notwithstanding the most pressing represen- 
tations of Prince William, this approbation 
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never came. The Emperor did not conceaT 
from the Prince, that he considered the eva- 
cuation of Prussia as dependent solely upon his 
other politicail combinations (not then upon 
the fulfilment of the conditions of treaties !) 
The unfortunate country, during all these 
deceptions, and the etfernal subterfuges which 
the Prince experienced in his negociation, 
sunk, in the midst of peace, under the bur- 
thens of war : the sufferings, the miseries, the 
despair of the nation, rose to their highest 
pitch. 

At last it suited the political combinations 
of the Emperor to promise the evacuation of 
Prussia, but at a price which was to exhaust 
the last strength of the country. His minis- 
ter for foreign affairs proposed, at the end of 
the month of August, to Prince William, the 
sketch of a project, in which, far from ratify- 
injsr the conclusive account of the Intendant- 
General, the value of the contribution still to 
be paid by Prussia was fixed at one hundred 
and fifty-four millions and a half of francs ; 
therefore forty-two millions more than the 
Intendant-General himself had asked in his 
sketch of a’convention, at Berlin, without there 
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being the smallest reason for the enormous 
rise in the demands to be found, except in the 
most hostile disposition towards Prussia. It 
would lead too far to follow the clue of this 
troublesome negociation, and of all the pro- 
posals and requests made by' the Prince and 
by the King’s minister, and of all the ditferent 
contre-projetSf mad^ by the Imperial ministers. 
The result was, that the Emperor persisted 
in not only demanding the arrears of the war 
contribution, but also those of the revenues 
of the country, even beyond the period of 
the l2th of July, 1807, and for the whole 
time of the Fiench occupation; as if the 
protracted settlement of this pecuniary trans- 
action did not rather originate in the aspe- 
rity, in the delays, and in the pretensions 
of France, impossible to be complied with, 
than in the bad intentions of the Prussian 
Government, which, most certainly, in the 
state of oppression under which it laboured, 
could wish for nothing more anxiously, than 
at length to bring all to a settlement. These 
arrears were at length calculated at one 
hundred and eighty millions of francs; and 
the Emperor’s minister represented it to the 





Prince, as a point of generosity in the Em- 
peror, that he had abated to the Prussian State 
thirty millions of francs. His last word was 
the payment of one hundred and forty millions. 
An unexpected and disagreeable incident,* 
which had not the least relation to this ne- 
gociation, served for a pretence to add fresh 
ilhtreatment to that which Prussia bad al- 
ready laboured under. A peremptory term 
of a few days was given, with the most sig- 
nificant menaces to the Prince, either to ac- 
cept the proposed sketch of the convention, 
or to refuse it. There was no doubt that a 
refusal would have immediately been fol- 
lowed by the ruin of the Prussian monarchy. 

I'lie Prince saw himself therefore under the 
necessity of signing, on the 8th of September, 
1808, with the Imperial minister, Count de 
Champagny, that convention which ought to 
have restored the Prussians to their King, 
and have put a period at last to their suffer- 
ings, although at the price of new and most 
oppressive sacrifices. 

The lesser sacrifices were, — ^The reduction 
of the Prussian array to forty-two thousand 

* Th* a0kir of the TtelWuiown letter of the Minister Baron 
Stein. 
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men, which number was not to be augmented 
in the first ten years : the cession of the for- 
tresses of GlogaWf Stettin, and Custrin to the 
French; that is to say, the first, until the pay- 
ment of the moiety, and the two last, until the 
payment of the whole of the contributions : 

The maintaining ten thousand men of the 
French troops, as garrison, in those places, 
and the establishment of necessaries for a siege 
of six months in each of these fortresses : 

The laying down of seven military roads and 
military stages (places d’itappes ) in the coun- 
try between the three fortresses, the Duchy of 
Warsaw, Saxony, Danzig, and Magdeburgh: 
and, 

* The cession of a territory of two thousand 
toises round the citadel of Magdeburgh on 
the right bank of the’Elbe. 

But the chief object was the fixing the ar- 
rears of the war contribution and of the re~ 
tenues of the country, due to France, at the 
immense height of one hundred and forty 
millions of francs, and that in the most bur- 
thensome method of payment. 

The King saw with pain the impossibility 
of liquidating, within the prescribed terms, so 
enormous a sum out of the means of his own 
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s';atet which was entirely enervated ; as, du- 
ring and long after the war, all the revenues 
of the country were poured into foreign cof- 
fers, as the inhabitants were eithausted by 
demands utterly beyond their means, and 
by every other kind of extraordinary burthen, 
and as no national industry, under the com- 
plete cessation of commerce, could be ex- 
pected to recruit the drained resources of the 
state. The King therefore sent Count Golz, 
his cabinet minister, to the French Emperor 

at Erfurth, where he had, in the month of 

• 

October, 1808, the well-known interview with 
the Russian Emperor. Count Golz was au- 
thorised to represent to him the real state of 
things, and to propose more moderate condi- 
tions ; but the Count was not able to operate 
any thing, excepting tlie remission of twenty 
millions out of one hundred And forty mil- 
lions of francs, and this only by the earnest 
intercession of the Emperor Alexander. 

The Prussian Government after this, on 
the 5th of November, 1808, caused to be de- 
livered to the Receiver-General of the con- 
tributions the necessary documents, which 
secured the payment of the hundred and 
twenty millions of francs ; that is to say, bills 
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of exchange for fifty millions, and for the re- 
maining seventy millions, provincial bonds; 
■which should be exchanged in six months 
for mortgage upon the crown lands (do- 
manialpfand briefe). To record the delivery 
of these documents, and to approach to 
the execution of the Convention of Paris, of 
the 8th of September, a new Convention 
was signed at Berlin, on the 5th of Novem- 
ber, between Count Golz and the Intendant- 
General Daru. 

Now the evacuation of the Ptussian Statec 
took place, with the exception of the three 
fortresses on the Oder, viz. on the 22nd of 
November, that of the country between the 
Vistula and the Oder; and on the 5th of 
December, that of the country on the left 
bank of the Oder. The surrender of the 
coffers, and of the administration of the 
country to the Prussian authc-ifics, took place 
on the 18th of November, 1808.* 

Prussia was nevertheless obliged to sign 


* R watfnot before this period that the Prussiah prisoners of 
in France were set at liberty, who, according to the 29th 
Article of the Peace of Tilsit, ought to have been sent back long 
befoiif. They returned to their country, fifteen thousand in 
number, at the beginning of January, 1809. 
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five different conventions on the 12th, 28th, 
29 th, and 30th November, 1808, and on the 
1st February, 1809» in order to secure the 
supply of provisions for the three fortresses 
on the Oder, lo fix the lines of demarcation 
around these fortresses, the establishment of 
French posts between them, and to fix the 
military roads, the stages, and every thing 
that could have the least relation with the 
mai clung and supplying the French troops 
in the country. 

The King, restored to his states, now only 
thought of healing the wounds of the nation, 
and, securing, by a good understanding with 
the French Government, the repose and the 
blessings which it expected from his pater- 
nal care. While the King was fulfilling with 
the greatest accuracy all the obligations 
which the Peace of Tilsit, and the many fol- 
lowing conventions, had imposed upon him ; 
he neglected no opportunity, and grudged no 
new sacrifices, to accommodate the French 
Court, and to convince it of the sincerity of 
his endeavours. But the French Emperor 
did not return measure for measure. In the 
piide of his power, he thought himself above 
the obligations he had contracted, and broke 

D 
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his word to Prussia in many essential in- 
stances, and never ceased to ill-treat and 
persecute ’a nation that bad tried without 
success jto resist the extensive plans of his 
ambition! 

Among the many instances of absolute 
arbitrariness and violence, which gave Prussia 
reason for the most just complaints, she will 
never forget the famous Couveniion of Bayonne, 
which was concluded between France and the 
Covernment of Warsaw, after a negociation 
studiously concealed, at the very moment 
when Prince William was sincerely ijego- 
ciating for the rc-establishmcnt of a good.un- 
dcrstandinji between France and Prussia. 
Tile object of this Convention of Bayonne 
was, to deprive Prussia of her property in the 
Duchy of Warsaw, without her knowledge, 
and in complete contradiction to every prin- 
ciple of morals, of common justice, and of 
the Peace of Tilsit. 

It was very plainly expressed by the 25tli 
Article of the Peace of Tilsit, “ that, in 
“ virtue of the stipulated reciprocity, all 

funds and capitals belonging to individuals, 

and to public institutions, of any dcscrip- 
“ tion, in the Prussian Monarchy (par- 
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“ ticularly of the Bank and the IMaritime 
“ Company), and out upon security in the 
“ ceded terr^ories, were neither to. Jje taken, 
“ nor put under sequestration ; burthat their 
proprietors sbfould remain at liberty to dis- 
“ pose and to continue in the cnioyinent of 
“ them.” 

It is true that the Convention of the 8th of 
September, 1808, forced upon Prince William, 
in tlic 3rd Article, had annexed this modi- 
licalion, “ that all demands of the King of 
“ Prussia, for sums owing to him by indivi* 
“ duals in the Duchy of Warsaw, should, 
according to the stipulations of the Peace of 
“ J'ilsit, be cancelled without reserve.” But 
this modification, insidious as it was, never- 
theless, by its reference to -the stijiulations of 
the Peace of Tilsit, had left at least un- 
touched the guarantee given by the said 
JYaco to the funds of Prussian individuals, 
and of the public institutions placed in the 
Duchy of Warsaw. Therefore this Article 
could only relate to the sums belonging to the 
King himself, viz. to the coffers of the state, 
administering the property of the Crown, but 
not to public institutions, which administei 
property of individuals. 
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Notwithstanding this guarantee of the 
treaty of peace, and even before the Con- 
vention Isf the 8th of September, the King 
of Saxony, Duke of Warsaw, had put under 
sequestration, as properly escheated to his 
crown, all capitals of Prussian subjects, and 
of public establishments, placed in the Du- 
chy of Warsaw ; viz. not only the capitals 
belonging to the Bank, the Maritime Com- 
pany, the General Chest of Widows, the 
Chest for Soldiers’ Widows, the House of 
Orphans at Potsdam, the Hospitals, Houses 
of Correction, the Chests of the Fees of 
Justice (Justiz Gthuhren Kasse), Churches, 
pious Establishments, Universities, Schools, 
&c. but even a great number of capitals be- 
longing to individuals, upon the bare suspi- 
cion that these, perhaps, might have been the 
brokers or middle-men ot' the Bank of Berlin, 
However violent and hostile this measure 
was, it was nevertheless asserted to be 
founded upon that separate Convention 
of Bayonne, concluded between the King 
of Saxony and the French Emperor, on 
the 10th of May, 1808. This convention 
was never officially communicated to the 
Prussia Government; yet it has transpi- 
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red, that, in virtue of its 4th Article, “ all 
the reserved,” as they were called, “ or 
“ Prussian claims of money, m the Duchy 
“ of Warsaw, making, according to the list 
“ of the Intendant-Gcncral of the French 
“ army, 48,4(56,200 francs, 51 centimes, 
“ as principal, and four millions, arrears 
“ of interest, as well as those which might 
“ still be discovered, should be ceded 
“ by the French Emperor to the King of 
“ Saxony, in his capa^'ity of Duke of War- 
“ saw, for the improvement of the finances 
“ of the Duchy ; in exchange for which the 
“ King of Saxony had promised to pay into 
“ the coffers of the Emperor the sum of 
“ twenty millions of francs.” 

In this manner two monarchs made a bar- 
gain of the property of a third neighbouring 
and friendly nation, and the officers of the 
Government of Warsaw were ordered to hunt 
everywhere after this property, as if it were 
without a proprietor, or as if it belonged to an 
unfortunate proscribed enemy. These officers 
fulfilled their commission with an asperity 
without example. They published at War- 
saw, on the 13th of December, 1808, a list of 
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confiscated Prussian capitals, to the amount 

of Thalers.* Gros. 

11,314,769 5 

and on the 28th of March, 

181 1, a second list, of 7,509,32 } 17 

Making a total of 18,824,096 23 

A deduction, according to 
a third list, of the 18th 
of May, 1811, of seve- 
ral capitals which had 
been twice reckoned, 
was made of . . . 1,805,143 2 

So that there remained . 17,018,956 20 

of Prussian capitals placed out upon security 
in the Duchy of V/arsaw, of which the 
smallest part only was in fact the King’s 
real property, but the greatest part incon- 
testably the property of Prussian establish- 
ments and of individuals. All these were 
confiscated or menaced with sequestration.-j' 

^ One thaler is almost four francs. 

t The Saxo-Warsovian Government, relying upon the sup- 
port of France, and tempted by the few measures which the 
Prussian Government, in this epocha of misery, could oppose to 
the most horrid mjubtice, added still greater oppressions. It 
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A general consternation prevailed among 
thousands of ' respectable families, widows, 
and orphans, who had placed their money in 
anterior times in South and New East Prus- 
sia, at a time when justice civilisation 
prevailed there ; and one could not foresee 
such horrid barbarity. In vain were heard 
the most affecting complaints of so many 
persons, the most solemn protestations of the 
Prussian establishments, the voice of general 
indignation ; it was in vain that the Prussian 
Government made the most pressing repre- 
.sentations; at Paris they were referred to 
Dresden and Warsaw ; and there they offered 
as an excuse the obligations they had entered 
into with France. At last the Prussian Go- 
vernment offered great sacrifices at Dresden 

and at Warsaw; at first the sum of ten 

• 

millions of francs, afterwards of twenty mil- 

declared by a decree of the 6th of January, 1809, all claims of 
debt, even of Prussian individuals, without exception, as in- 
cluded in the sequestration. This measure extended still to 
capitals to the amount of 7,370,529 thalers, purely the property 
of individuals, and which, united to those 17,018,950 thalers, 20 
f^roi.ch€n, of the original Bayonne Lists, as they were called, 
made a total of 24,389,485 thalers, 20 groschen. The Saxo- 
Warsovian Government, however, afterwards repealed this last 
decree, on the lOth of September, 1810, by a special conven- 
tion with Prussia. 



lions of francs (the amount of the payment 
made by Warsaw to France), and at last the 
cession of all the funds belonging to the 
Bank of Berlin and to the Maritime Com- 
pany, to the (Amount of circa eight millions 
of thalers, in order to obtain at least the 
removal of the sequestration frorft the capi- 
tals of the other establishments, and of indi- 
viduals, which were falsely included among 
the capital of the Bank. 

As the humanity of the King of Saxony 
could not but feci the crying injustice into 
which he had been drawn, he excepted fioin 
the confiscation in the year 1811 , besides 
the funds of the Chest of Invalids (although 
they had been already excepted by the 
French Intendant-General), also tliose of the 
General Chest of Widows, and of some small 
establishments; but being afraid to commit 
himself with France, nothing could evei 
prevail upon him to pronounce a general 
removal of the confiscation of the sums put 
under sequestration, not even those immense 
sacrifices offered by Prussia. In regard to 
those Prussian individuals whose demands 
were put under sequestration, from their 
being looked upon as thj? middle-men of the 
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Bank, the King of Saxony had ordered it to be 
declared, that he would exonerate those sums 
which they could formally prove to be their 
own real property ; but this forratl proceed- 
ing was too difficult to be executed and too 
uncertain in its issue, and therefore allowed 
but very few people to substantiate their 
rights. The lew sums w’hich were really 
struck olf from the lists of the Convention of 
Ik’ vonne, belonging to the General Fund for 
Widows, and those of some minor establish- 
ii:'’nl‘. scarcely amounted to the sum of two 
millions of thalers. Fifteen millions of thalers ^ 
ihcrefore, of Prussian property, remained un- 
der the f.cc|ucstration of the Government of 
U aisav, ; and it is known to every body, that 
even the General Fund for Widows, and the 
proprietors of the other liberated capitals, 
have never becMi al)lc to dispose of them, or 
to re'^eive tlieir interest. Thanks to the first 
impulse which their debtors in Warsaw got 
by the confiscation, and to the general anar- 
chy which the favoui's of France had brought 
upon the Duchy ! 

'J’hcse are the wounds which will long 
bleed, and will long blacken the memory of 
those who studied to* lead astray, by the 
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Convention of Bayonne, a naturally good and 
just Prince, to sow between him and Prussia 
the k! eds of eternal discord, and to accom- 
plish the ruin of that kingdom. 

Among the new relations between France 
and Prussia, none had occasioned to the latter 
so many proofs of humiliating dependence 
upon the former, or greater cruelty towards 
innocent individuals, than its accession to the 
Continental System, as it was termed. His- 
tory will judge the System of the Emperor 
Napoleon, who, without a naval power of his 
own, * thought to combat the commercial 
power of his enemies by the privations and 
the impoverishment of his friends. We will 
speak here only of facts which have reference 
to the participation of Prussia. The peace of 
Tilsit, Article 27tb, had fixed, “ that until 
“ the definitive Peace between France and 
“ England, all States belonging to the King 
“ of Prussia, without exception, should be 
“ shut against the shipping and the commerce 
“ of the EnglishJ\ 

However just the King’s wish would have 
been, to leave time and the power of return- 
ing to the Prussian vessels lying in British 
harbours, or in the open sea, especially to those 
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charged with grain, necessary for the mainte- 
nance of the French troops themselves, in an 
exhausted country, and also not^o provoke 
England too soon, to enrich herself with 
Prussian booty*; nevertheless the shutting all 
Prussian harbours against the English was 
intimated at Memel, as early as the 1st of 
September, 1807, by a formal order, and 
reinforced, on the 9th of September, by a se- 
vere instruction to the Maritime Courts. But 
this shutting the harbours was not deemed 
sufficient at Paris; for, c,en in the French 
Moniteur, dissatisfaction and distrust were 
expressed. The Prussian Government, there- 
fore, saw itself under the necessity of defining^ 
in a more precise order, of the 11th of June, 
1808, the principles to be observed concern- 
ing the strictest vigilance as to exit, entry, 
transit, and interior traffic, in order to avoid 
amj comment and any communication with Eng- 
land. It appointed Commissioners of Com- 
merce, in 1808, in all harbours, and in 1810, 
even in several commercial places in the in- 
terior ; whose only business it was, to have 
this inspection, to direct and observe every- 
where the execution of the Continental Sys* 
tem, and to act everywhere in concert with 



the French consuls residing in the harbours. 
It supported with patience from that time the 
pretensions and the insolence of most of the '6 
consuls, ^ho seemed to think thems' Ives 
called upon, as independent aalhurirics. onl yto 
hinder, and to render more difficult, the iilttc 
unprohibited trade that could still subsist, and 
to expose the interest of a country which had 
received them cordially, and at the expense 
of which they were enriching themselves. The 
Prussian Government, in all casjes of transgres- 
sion, did not fail toemploy against its own sub- 
jects every measure of redress, as confiscations, 
and punishments by fine and imprisonment; 
while it submitted to see its commerce, 
which was formerly so flourishing, com- 
pletely dying away, and the last life sfinngs 
of the state drying up, only in ^der to give 
satisfaction to the French Government. But 
this was difficult to be satisfied in points 
respecting its favourite system, for the exten- 
sion of which it heaped new and imperative 
demands one upon another. — In consequence 
of this summons, the Prussian Government 
saw itself forced, by the order of the 11th of 
June, 1808, to turn against Sweden its laws 
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of prohibition, which at* Tilsit were Rsked for 
only against England. 

Prussia was further obliged, by the order 
of the 9th of March, 1810, to prdhounce the 
sentence of confiscation against all colonial 
p’ oducc being on board of any vessel, coww/g 
from any European harbour whatever^ or from 
any country, or any colony, in the East and 
fh'sl fndies, with which France was not in re~ 
lotions of friendship and of commerce. 

She was obliged, by the order of the ipth 
of July, 1810, to shut the Prussian harbours 
a,>>dinst the vessels of the United States of 
Ao///t America; and when she attempted 
afterwards to restrain, at least in some mea- 
sure, by a subsequent declaration df the 5th 
of August, the retro-active power of this 
so unexpected measure upon her own sub- 
jects, she saw herself obliged, by a French 
summons, to rescind, on the 1st of Novem- 
ber, so just a restriction. 

At last she was obliged to accede to that 
famous continental impost which was fixed 
by the Emperor in the tariff of Trianon, on 
the 5th of August, 1810, and to lay it, by an 
order of the lOth of October, on all colonial 
produce that might be* brought into the 
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Prussian States, whether originating from con- 
fiscations in the harbours, from prizes made 
at sea from neighbouring states, or by com- 
merce going on by French licences. On the 
other hand, all colonial produce coming from 
the sea was to be looked upon, without fur- 
ther investigation of its origin, as originating 
from }3ritish commerce, and consequently 
confiscated. The articles of this tariff ex- 
ceed, at least for the most important goods, 
the moiety, and even two-thirds of their com- 
mon price.* By this extraordinary dearness 
their consumption, and consequently the conr- 
merce with them, was expected to be les- 
sened. France extolled this tariff as a capital 
mean of attacking Great Britain, on its vul- 
nerable side, with the happiest success ; but 
this tight-stretched tariff would have anni- 
hilated commerce at once, if one had not en- 
deavoured to apply to its execution every 
practicable modification reconcilable with 


* Forin^ance, upon the cwt. tf coffee, the common price 
of which, independent of the old duties, was at Berlin, in the 
month of August, 1810, 94tbalcr, 12 groschen, the continental 
impost was 52 thaler, 12 gr. Brazil, Surinam, and other cot- 
ton, price 158 thaler, imp. 105 th. Raw sugar, price 41 th. 
imp. 39 th. Cocoa, price 98 th. 13.gr. imp. 130 th. Tea 
only w^as favou^pd, and the impost moderate. 
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the system and model of impost which 
France had prescribed. The Prussian Govern- 
ment demanded the impost according to the 
tariff ; but, on the other hand, it remitted 
the old taxes on consumption ; it did not 
apply the tariff laws to the raw material for 
tlie manufactures of the country, nor to the 
goods of transit ; and respecting the manner 
of payment, essential alleviations were accord- 
ed to the merchants. 

The Continental System developed itself 
in all its force during the autumn of 1810. 
Frhnce issued a declaration, “ That neutral 
“’vessels no more existed ; that the hitherto 
“ neutral flags only covered ships that were 

carrying on commerce for England, were 
“ sailing under English licences, and were to 
“ be looked upon as coihing from England ; 
“ that even, if they had on board certificates 
“ of French consuls, or even French licences, 
“ they were not to be credited ; and that all 
“ colonial goods, from whatever place, and in 
“ whatever manner they might arrive, were 
“ nothing but British property, and were there- 
“ fore to be put under sequestration, and con- 
“ fiscated/’ In the meantime it was rumoured, 
that French troops were coming to occupy 
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suddenly the first commercial places in Ger- 
many, in order to enforce the execution of the 
said decrees, and to hunt after colonial pio- 
duce. This took place in reality at rranck- 
fort on the 22nd of October, l8l0, in the 
Hanse Towns, and in Mecklenburg. 'J’hcrc 
existed many fears respecting the Prussian 
coasts of the Baltic, where a commerce, for- 
merly permitted and favoured by so many 
local circumstances, had hitherto escaped to- 
tal suppression. It was not deemed enough, 
that the Prussian Government had s:iven 
to its authorities the most precise orders 
to observe with the utmost rigour the prin- 
ciples of the Continental System : it was 
obliged still to exhibit a great example of 
this severity, in order to anticipate all the 
measures of France vrhich might accelerate 
the crisis. The King, therefore, by the or- 
dinance of the 28th of October, commanded 
all local authorities to put under seques- 
tration immediately, all colonial produce, and 
all goods looked upon as English, which 
were in the country, or might still arrive; he 
ordered lists of them to be made, and their 
origin investigated with all possible rigour, 

in order to confiscate them if their entry 
ff’ 
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were prohibited ; on the contrary, if their 
entry were legal, to charge them with the con- 
tinental impost, without making any diffe- 
rence relating to their destination for mere 
transit, or for ipterior consumption. In fact, 
on the very 28th of October, on which the 
King had signed at Potsdam this ordinance, 
the IVcnch Legation at Berlin put in a note, 
in order, in part, to complain in a very impres- 
sive manner of the inefficient measures taken 
for the suppression of the English commerce 
in Prussia ; partly, to insis‘ upon the severest 
application of the tariff, as well as, in general, 
upon the powerful co-operation of Prussia, 
in all those measures directed against Eng- 
land. “ If it were possible,” says the note, 
“ in Prussia to have the idea of evading 
“ these measures, then the Emperor, forced 
“ to consult only the interest of the general 
“ cause, would be unwillingly put under the 
“ disagreeable necessity of taking care of 
“ fkeir execution himself." 

A more recent decree of the Emperor, of 
the 19th of October, 1810, gave orders for 
the seizure and burning of all objects of Eng- 
lish manufacture, in the whole extent of the 
French Empire, that might be found in the 

F 
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magazines of the excise-offices, and in the 
store-houses of individuals. In the mean time 
the Prussian Government was called upon to 
adopt the same measure. In fact, it saw it- 
.self under the necessity of giving orders for 
the burning of different goods of English 
manufacture, which had been stopped at 
Berlin, Konigsberg, Elbing, &c. &c. It al- 
ways indeed executed with unwillingness, and 
with every possible delicacy, this new harsh- 
ness against innocent individuals, who, re- 
lying upon the precedent orders, had engaged 
themselves in lawful speculations upon goods 
originating in prizes made at sea and from 
confiscations, and who could not foresee the 
retrospective power of a decree devoid of 
all justice, and at least unheard-of in the 
annals of the Prussian legislation. 

In order, if possible, to strike the last blow 
against English commerce, the Emperor de- 
manded of the Prussian Government, at the 
end of the month of October, 1810, no longer 
io shut its harbours against ships laden with 
colonial produce (of which a great number was 
at that time in the Baltic), but, on the con- 
to favour their entering ; then to put 
them sequestration, to confiscate them, 
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and to leave the cargoes in hind at the disposal 
of France, upon an understanding that their 
value was to be deducted from the war com 
tribution still owing by Prussia. A long 
negociation tgok place. The end of it was, 
that Prussia was forced to give her consent to 
a convention which was signed on the 28th 
of January by the French charg6-d’aflfaires. 
By this convention the cargoes of all ships 
laden with colonial produce, and confiscated 
in the Prussian harbours, were declared sold 
by Prussia to France, a-xording to an an- 
iKjxed estimate, and so, that French com- 
missaries were to proceed in the harbours to 
a preliminary summary inventory of the 
cargoes, and Prussia was to transmit them to 
Magdeburg. There a nearer inspection and a 
final valuation of what was to be sold, was to 
take place; and then, after a tariff agreed 
upon, a receipt for the sum, including the 
expenses olcarriage, was to be delivered to the 
Prussian Government, to be deducted from 
the sums due to France. The Emperor 
ratified this convention, but rejected three 
Articles proposed by Prussia, and gave her to 
understand that a valuation so little advan- 
tageous to France had* left him for some 
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time in doubt whether he would ratify it or 
not. Certainly Prussia would have been 
very happy to be saved the odium of this 
sale and confiscation. The gradual, but in- 
valuable advantages of a free commerce, and 
the power of rewarding the confidence of the 
subjects in the equity of the Government, 
were of more value to Prussia, than those of 
a measure of this extent. Besides, the sur- 
render of all the confiscated and sold cargoes 
at Magdeburg was not finished before the be- 
ginning of the year 1812. 

The anxiety of the Emperor to protect 
the Continent against England, only by a 
total annihilation of its importation of colo- 
nial and British produce, fell at last even 
upon exit of continental produce. Under 
the pretext of a desire to favour their exit, and 
merely to guard against England's procuring 
for herself, without considerable sacrifices, 
the objects of the first necessity, 4^e French 
Emperor caused, in July, 181 1, the Prussian 
Government to be called upon, to adopt also 
the tariff of certain duties which he had just im- 
posed in France upon the exit of corn and tim- 
bei^herefore this Government, by an order of 
the 26th of July, 1811, saw itself obliged to.fix 



the duties upon the exportation 0 / the said 
produce at 32 thalers, 12 groschen, per load 
(last J, but was authorised, in a second recla- 
mation of the 2nd of August, 1811, to dimi- 
nish these enormous items to 16 th. 6 gr. for 
wheat, and to 8 th. 3 gr. for rye and fodder* 
corn ; but those for timber remained. Prussia, 
whose particular export consists in corn and 
wood, would have been by these new duties 
deprived of the advantage of her fertile soil,* 
if the Government had not granted to its sub- 
jects every possible mitigation respecting the 
collecting them. But, alas ! what a terrible 
circumstance for this power, to be obliged to 
follow, even in its own interior system of 
duties, the peremptory decrees of France ! 

Sometimes the Emperor granted, as ex- 
ceptions from his own laws, to his subjects, 
and even to foreigners (for instance, to the 
City of Danzig), licences, as they were called, 
or permissions of commerce, for a certain 


* It is a fact, if, for instance, a merchant at Meinel sent 
timber to any other European port, and ordered it to be sold 
there for the common price, that he, after having paid in VrnsMa 
32 th. 12 gr. per load, instead of deriving any advantage from 
it, would have been out of pock^ 2 th, 14 gr, per had. 



price,* in order to be able to sail for England, 
and to carry on commerce. He even had 
flattered the Prussian Government with these. 
No doubt that Prussia must have wished to 
be allowed the use of then), in order to 
procure its subjects the profits of this com- 
merce, and to open to itself some beneficial 
resources, considering the distress in which 
the state was involved. But in spite of the 
promise given by the French minister of 
exterior relations, of from thirty to forty 
licences, which were to be given to the Prus- 
sian Government in the spring of 1812, and 
in spite of the advantages offered by the 
latter in return, it never could procure the 
licences for its subjects, nor indeed see 
clearly in this whole transaction, in which 
the Emperor appeared as a legislator for the 
Continent, and as a violator of the laws for 
himself. 

Here is the moment where the cruelties of 

* The inhabitants of Dauztg l-aid 40 napoleotis-d or for the 
licence, besides some other impositions j but in the negotia- 
tion between Prussia an4 France respecting these licences, it 
was proposed to share with this power equally the continental 
duti|^ which were to be levied upon the colonial product 
«omi)|ig in upon French licences.* 



the French Emperor against the commerce 
of the European Continent had attained 
their highest pitch. It was impossible any 
longer to invenj; new ones. The French 
Emperor had completely succeeded in an- 
nihilating or demoralising the commerce of 
his friends; whilst the commerce of his 
enemies, which scarcely felt the measures 
taken on the Continent, was reigning in all 
parts of the world. 

But Prussia, sharing the lot of several 
European states, was st'll obliged by its 
geographical situation, and by the political 
ties which bound it to Frapee, individually 
to suffer other hardships. 

The obligations imposed upon the Prussian 
States by the Convention of Paris, of the 
8th of Septembier, 1810, Article 6th et seq. 
were, that 

“ The fortresses of Stettin, Cilstrin, and 
“ GlogaWj should remain in the power of 
“ the French army, until the complete pay- 
“ ment of the war contribution due by 
“ Prussia to France; but that Glogaw, as 

soon as the moiety was paid, should be 
“ restored. 

" The three garrisons in the said fortresses 
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“ should consist of ten thousand men, to* 
“ gether ; these ten thousand men, whetlier 
“ in the fortresses, or marching and counter- 
“ marching in the Prussian territory, with the 
“ exception of their pay, should be kept at 
** the Prussian expense: and that still, by a 
“ more special convention of the 12th of 
“ November, 1808, the victualling of the 
“ three fortresses should be provided for, as 
“ if the garrisons were in them. 

“ During the French possession of those 
‘ places, the administration of the revenues 
“ and of justice should remain with the 
“ King, and the direction of the police 
“ should be handed over to the French com* 
“ inandant. 

“ Seven military roads should be laid 
“ down for the French troops, viz. 

From Glogaw to Custrin, 

— — Custrin to Stettin, 

Stettin to Stralsund, 

Stettin to Magdeburg, 

Stettin to Danzig, 

Glogaw to Kalish, 

— — Glogaw to Saxony. 

“ 4^d, besides, French posts for letters upon 
“ these r^ds should be established.'* 
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Besides these military roads there existed 
already one between Saxony and the Duchy 
of Warsaw, by Crossen and Zullichau (ac- 
cording to the Convention of Elbing, of the 
13th of Octobor, 18C7); and Prussia was 
obliged to engage, on the 26th of April, 
1811, to establish a new military road be- 
tween S^ttin and Mecklenburgh, as well 
as, on the 4th of June, 1811, another road 
between Stettin and Danzig, instead of the 
former ones ; besides two cross roads between 
these fortresses and Warsaw, liy Deutsh- 
Krbne and Konitz. So that there existed at 
last, for the use of the French troops, 
military roads, running across the Prussian 
territory in every direction. Prussia, relying 
faithfully upon the treaties; put forth all her 
strength to pay, as soon as possible, the war 
contribution, in order to obtain at last the re- 
turn of her fortresses, and her independence. 
Vain hope !— as in the first days of the year 
1811, the Prussian Government caused it to 
be made known at Paris, that, having nearly 
paid the moiety, it hoped to be able to ask 
for the restoration of the fortress of Glogaw ; 
the answer was, that still for a good while it 
could not expect its restoration, as, after 
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liaving paid the moiety, it was further bound 
to pay also the interest, and several other 
expenses heaped upon it by France : — as, in 
the course of the same year, the Prussfan 
Government had also satisfied these new 
pretensions, and had really paid the moiety 
of all the sums that were owing, according to 
Frances own calculation, and thoi||ht itself 
authorised to repeat its desires ; it saw itself 
nevertheless disappointed in the restoration 
of Glogaw, which was now put off on other 
pretences. At last, when it was to be fore- 
seen, that before the end of the year ldl2, 
the second moiety also of the contribution, 
including several large issues in kind to be 
made by the Prussian Government to the 
French troops, oh the contingency of a war 
with Russia, would have been liquidated, 
then the Prussian Government was obliged 
to accede to an agreement, on the 24th of 
February, 1612, which, among other galling 
stipulations, left also the three fortresses of 
the Oder in the hands of the French. 

But these three strong places in the midst 
of Prussia, with eleven military roads, were 
not sufficient to satisfy the ambitious designs 
of the^Emperor Napoleon. 
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Although the Peace of Tilsit, in the ipth 
Article, had assigned to the town of Danzig 
its former independency, even under (he pro- 
tection of Prussia and Saxony, this town was 
kept nevertheless in the power of the French 
Empire, which.ordered it to be governed al- 
ways by a French governor, and watched by 
a garrison of from ten to twenty thousand men 
of Freib^ and confederate troops. 

In the constitutional act of the kingdom of 
Westphalia, the Emperor Napoleon had de- 
clared himself, that he wished to keep in the 
town of Magdeburg, for tlie first few years 
onrly, a French garrison of twelve thousand 
five hundred men; nevertheless, till this day, 
the place has been kept as a military posses- 
sion of France. 

The town of Stralsund,. formerly occupied 
by the French, had been restored at last, ac- 
cording to an agreement with France, to the 
Crown of Sweden; and a prqfound peace be- 
tween both powers ensured to the latter all its 
old possessions in Germany : nevertheless that 
town, as well as the whole of Swedish Pome- 
rania, was occupied again by the French,' who 
very unexpectedly, in spite of the peace, took 
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pObf-ession of the provitic<3 oh 27th of Ja- 
iiiinrv, 1812. 

Thus, contrary to the faith of treaties, were 
sia: strong places (four in the centre, and two 
upon the borders of Prussia, most of them 
fortresses of tlie first order) in the power of 
the French. 

Their garrisons composed, in the beginning 
of the year 1812, an armt/ of more fifty 
thousand men of French and allied troops ; and 
this army, w'hich was even stronger than the 
Prussian one, could be carried at any instant 
to a far more considerable number, and could 
at their own pleasure cross, cut through, alul 
divide the Prussian Monarchy, by eleven 
different well-established military roads. 

Such an extraordinary and tremendous mi- 
litary position, even in the interior of Prussia, 
made the Emperor Napoleon almost unli- 
mited master of this monarchy. In spite of 
all the prudence and care the King caused to 
be taken to save at least the form, the delu- 
sions must at last vanish, when Ke considered 
how very hiKniliating a part was left to him, 
in comparison with the Emperor; that this 
monarch kept Prussia in the most terrible 
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slavery ; and that his commissaries and sol* 
diers were encroaching continually, as well 
upon the most sacred rights of sovereignty, as 
upon those of private property. 

• We have seen the terrible effects, in the 
exorbitant measures which the despotism of 
France ordered to be taken for the Continen- 
tal System. But let us now take a view of 
some<^ those exactions and extraordinary 
burthens to which the presence of the French 
troops gave rise. 

The continual marchingand counter-march- 
ing of so many foreign troops, upon eleven 
different military roads, was sufficient to crush 
the unhappy inhabitants of the stages at which 
they halted, who were obliged to quarter and 
to feed the soldiers, and were exposed to their 
insupportable caprices, and ill-behaviour. 
Many of these inhabitants left their houses, 
which once were tranquil and happy, and 
now the residence of every disorder and every 
suffering. 

The daily allowances for the garrisons of 
the three fortresses of the Oder, the provi- 
ding and the continual renewing of so many 
different objects necessary for a fortress, for a 
state of siege of six months, and the repairs 
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of the works of the fortress, which were some- 
times demanded by the French commandant 
far above obvious necessity — all these things 
together occasioned to the Prussian Govern- 
ment immense expenses, much greater, espe- 
cially in latter times, than if Prussian garrisons 
had occupied these places : for, although the 
number of the French garrisons had been 
fixed by treaty at ten thousand m^, this 
number continually exceeded, ever since the 
month of April, 1811, and amounted, at the 
end of the year, to more than twenty-three 
thousand men. The expenses of the Prussian 
Government for the three fortresses exceeded 
at this time the sum of two hundred and fifty 
thousand thalers monthly, some extraordinary 
expenses not taken into the calculation.— The 
French Government,* indeed, had taken upon 
itself, particularly by the Convention of the 
4th of June, 1811, to liquidate a large part 
of these expenses from the 1st of April, 1811, 
as well as those that had taken place before 
this period, subsequent to the 1st of December, 
1808, by a s^aratc office of audit and liqui- 
dation at Berlin, and to pay it to Prussia. A 
French commssaire-ordounateur did in fact 
establish at Berlin, in the summer of ISll, 
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such an office ; the Prussian Governm^t or- 
dered him to be assisted by the necessary 
functionaries, and granted every mean and 
facility, that he could wish for, to accomplisli 
the liquidation. But the commissaire de- 
parted at the end of the same year from Ber- 
lin, and has never since returned; the business, 
postponed by his departure, has never been 
recommenced, and the repayment stipulated 
by treaties has never taken place. 

Whilst Prussia exhausted herself to satisfy 
the French Government, the commandants 
'of the three fortresses wearied the authorities 
of the country with their complaints and de- 
mands. Prussia was commonly (according to 
them, who were so very fond of complaining 
of the violation of treaties) in arrears, some- 
times as to the daily allowances for the three 
garrisons, sometimes as to the sufficient com- 
pletion and renewal of those means of provi- 
ding for a state of siege, respecting the repair 
of the palisadoes, the keeping up the hospi- 
tals, and many other things 4Jf smaller con- 
sequence : and yet Prussia could prove, upon 
the greatest part of these complaints, that it 
had done more than what the treaties called 
upon to perform. 
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Relating to the pretensions and the actions 
of arbitrariness, which those commandants 
allowed themselves so very often, in encroach- 
ing upon the civil management, one only 
need to quote some examples, .and compare 
them with the Convention of the 8th of Sep- 
tember, 1808, which expressly had reserved it 
to Prussia, and had only placed the police, pro- 
perly so called, in the hands of the comman- 
dant. At Custrin, for example, several trans- 
ports of effects belonging to bis Majesty the 
King of Prussia himself bad been stopped, in 
the year 1809, by the order of the governorl 
In the summer of 1811, he even forbad the de- 
parture of all posts and expresses without his 
special permission given on every occasion* 
until, at the instigation of the Prussian Go- 
vernment, that of France recalled at length 
his prohibition. 

At Steitin the French commandant pro- 
hibited by his own authority, in July, 1810, 
the entry and exit of any vessel with colo- 
nial produce v#hout a French passport. He 
even caused, on the 16th of August, 1810, 
all colonial goods which were in the ware- 
houses of the customs,, and in the stores of 
the inhabitai^s, to be put under seal, and 
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kept en depot, and sent an inventory of them 
to Paris, where the Prussian legation could 
not, before the expiration of six months, 
and without the most industrious solicita- 
tions, obtain the taking off the embargo; 
and then only on condition, that the duties 
of the continental tariff on these goods should 
be received by French authorities, anti ap- 
plied to the providing lor the three for- 
Ircssrs. Ho caused these duties (making 
logctlu r 1,028,018 francs, for 84.91 cwt. 
goocls^ to be paid by the inhabitants with the 
greatest severity ; -acting against them even 
•vith military execution, and refusing to rc- 
iX'ivc those duties in kind. He caused besides, 
in Noveailicr, an examination to be made of 
the houses and stores of the merchants, and 
of their books, in order to discover colonial 
goods. But the governor of Giogaw ex- 
ceeded Ills two colleagues in the abuse he 
e.iade, of his military powers In the obsti- 
nate war which he had declared against all 
kinds of colonial goods, under wh^^ever cha- 
racter they might have approached the place 
or neighbourhood, he caused, in the years 
ISIO, 1811, and 1812, several transports of 
those goods to be stopped,, and the conti- 

u 
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nental impost to be paid into the French 
coders ; and as the inhabitants could not be 
prevailed upon, because they had already 
paid the duties of the country into the cof- 
fers of the revenue, Be caused, in the mouth 
of November, 1811, a very large quantity of 
these goods to be carried on French account 
to Magdeburg. He also caused, more thtyi 
once, the houses of Glogavv to be visited, 
and patroles to be gent along the banks of 
the Oder to a great distance from the town, 
and to other places, in order to discover ob- 
jects of that kind. In the month of Novem- 
ber, 1810, he caused to be stopped a trans- 
port of forty cases full ^f military effects, 
which were to be sent from Berlin to Bres- 
law, on account of the Prussian Government; 
and only after the most pressing demands, 
was it possible to obtain the restoration of 
its property. Almost at the same time he 
dismissed, by bis own authority, some Prus- 
sian police officers at Glogaw, and replaced 
them by^tbers. At last he declared, on the 
11th of-4pky, 1811, the town of Glogaw in a 
state of siege, and demanded the inspection 
of all letters arriving or sent away by the 
Prussi^in post-office. These measures, quite 
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inexplicable in the midst of peace, which 
plunged into the greatest embarrassments the 
inhabitants, the First Court of Justice, and 
the other authorities at Glogaw, forced the 
Prussian Government to ask at Paris for the 
recal of a general, who, very far from keep- 
^g up a good understanding with Prussia, 
made it .only his object to augment the 
sufferings of the country, and to neglect 
every form of alleviation. He was in fact re- 
called, although at Paris they excused him, 
in alleging, that his zeal tor the service had 
made him commit those faults,* His suc- 
cessor also continued to meddle with the 
management of the interior, in continuing 
the war against colonial produce, and in 
causing, in the month of August, 1811, three 
royal civil authorities to be arrested. 

The French garrison of Danzig and Stral- 
sund gave equally occasion to Prussia to 
experience oppression in her relations of com- 
merce. However insignificant tbi* 
time the naval power of the Emp^|f^%as, yet 
French privateers did not hesitate, at least 
when the weather had driven the English 
fleet out of the Baltic, to lay hold ofHhe ves- 

* Sec Note 11. at the end of the work. 
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sels o^’ the Prussians, and of the neutrals sail- 
ing to Prussian harbours, under the pretext 
of naaintaining the Continental System. These 
privateers (generally qjiserable vessels, badty 
armed, sometimes even without letters of 
marque) hunted, from their corners of retreat at 
Danzig, Stralsund, and Rostock, after all mer- 
chant vessels, without any distinction ; thejf 
spared neither friendly flags, hor legitimate 
cargoes, nor the most legally correct sea- 
papers. They dared even at three times, in 
December, 1810, in December, 1811, and in 
February, 1812, to come to the roada of 
Swinemunde, and to attack, and forcibly to 
take with them, several Prussian and neutral 
ships, which were lying there at anchor under 
the sovereignty apd protection of the laws of 
Prussia, and of which one was even guarded 
by Prussian sentries. They tried the same 
again at several timet at Swinemunde, Ru- 
genwalde, &c. but not with the same re- 
sult. were n-pt enterprises of priva- 
teers, pirates, whose dens of retreat 

were in the neighbouring harhpura occupied 
by the French. 

Numeious detachments, of French troops, 
which occupied Stralsund and Swedish Po- 
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rnerania, unexpectedly entered, on the 26th 
of February, 1812, the towns (^Swinemundey 
Anclam, and Demmin; visited there, by their 
own authority, the houses for colonial goods, 
and left them, the second day. This hostile 
incursion out of the military roads, in order 
to execute such arbitrary and violent mea- 
sures, in contradiction to all treaties, defied 
with too much levity the rights and dignities 
of the Sovereign ; it made Prussia feel too 
painfully, even when it was only the ebul- 
lition of ill-humour in a French Marshal,* 
oommanding at tliat time in Swedish Pome- 
rania, the whole calamity of the slavery into 
which foreign imperious ambition had forced 
this state. 

The time now approaches, when the plan 
of the Emperor Napoleon was ripe to sub- 
vert by a new war the last remains of an 
equilibrium on the European Continent, and 
to become unlimited ruler. The Author re- 
serves to himself to publish, a;t^»a»other lime, 
those diplomatic docunients*^f^pl|may serve 

*This Marshal, who was travelling, some weeks later, through 
Elbing and Marienwerder, found it convenient to lay hold there, 
also by his own authoirty, of sooifs transports of^colonial goods ; 
although the proprietor of the goods had quite cleared himself 
with the Prussian Government, 



for the general history of that ever-memo- 
rable epoch, when France, under untenable 
pretences, began with immense forces the 
war by which the Russian Empire was to be 
subjugated, but which, by its .wonderful re- 
sult, entirely confounded the calculations of 
that man, who, until then, had vainly ima- 
gined himself able to control events. Faith- 
ful to his purpose, the Author continues to 
paint here only the conduct of Napoleon to- 
wards Prussia. 

As in the beginning of the year 1812 , tire 
disputes of the Emperor Napoleon with thb 
Russian Cabinet took a too serious turn to 
leave a hope of the preservation of peace ; 
and as all the eiforts of the King of Prussia 
to avert the storm were useless : this Mo- 
narch saw with pain and certainty, that his 
states could not escape the>«fatc of being 
drawn into all the miseries of a new war. 
However exhausted these states were, yet 
their geograpj^cal position made them neces- 
sarily the tI|Mpi:e of the passage and of the 
operations of the French troops against Rus- 
sia, without mentioning the means which 
were offered by the general spirit of culti- 
vation and of indusCfious attention in its in- 
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habitants, and of so many public establish- 
ments created by a wise and attentive go- 
vernment, and especially useful in a state of 
war. One could easily see through the firm 
resolution of the Emperor to take all possible 
advantage, for his new war, of this interme- 
diate country, of which he was already, by so 
many military and political means, master. 
There remained no other choice to the King, 
in order to keep up the political existence of 
his monarchy, than to become the ally of 
him, who, as an enemy, could quite annihi- 
late it, and to sacrifice all other wishes, and 
tiis dearest affections, to the superior duty of 
the Prince. General von Krusemark, Prus- 
sian minister at Paris, and Mr. von Beguelin, 
privy-counsellor of state, and plenipotentiary 
of the King for the pecuniary transactions, 
were authorised, each of them in his parti- 
cular department, to enter into a negociation 
with the French Government. Different trea- 
ties were, in consequence of this, concluded, 
on the S^th of February, ^^12, with the 
Duke de Bassano, Impetia^P^lich minister 
for foreign affairs, viz. 

I. By General von Krusemark, Ist, The 
main treaty, with some separate Articles for 
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the establishment of a general and close alli- 
ance between both states; 2nd, A special 
bye-convention, to define the co-operation 
of Prussia in the war, in case of a rupture 
with Russia ; 3rd, Another special conven- 
tion respecting the continuance of the mea- 
sures taken in the war against England ; — 
and, 

II. By the privy-counsellor of state, Mr. 
von Beguelin, 4th, A separate convention, 
concerning the issues in kitid which Prussia 
should make to the French armies in the 
war with Russia, in liquidation of the war 
contributions still owing to France.* 

* Some time before, a plan had been made at Berlin, conform- 
able to which, Parisian banking houses should raise amongst 
themselves the sum of twenty-six millions of francs, and pay it 
to the Emperor Napoleon, on Wount of the Prussian war con- 
tribution ; so that Prussia, by pledging part of her domains, 
needed not pay more than half a million ^of francs to her new 
creditors, instead of the four millions which France had to call 
for, confdrhiably to the treaties. But as this power prepared to 
•end its troops through Prussia to Russia, it was to be foreseen 
that the French arG|iefi were tp be fed iq Prussia, under the pre- 
text of reinstatin|^|^ expenditure after the, peace; and that 
consequently Prusi|J^dependentIy of feeding the French troops, 
would be obliged still to pay monthly half a million francs. As 
there had never been an instance that those troops, in their 
inarching through foreign countries, had fed themselves at their 
own ex|iehse, Mr. von Beguelin proposed to the Duke de 



The desire of. the Freijch .Government 
to conclude this alliance att this moment 

Bassano an agreeih«iit, atccoi^iiig to wbk&the Pj^iissian GoveriN 
ment should give provision^ for, the suttenance of the French 
troops in their pa^sag^ through Prussi^^ to^ the amount of the 
war contributions still bwingj upon condition that those troops^ 
fed in thia manner by their commisaaries^ should not be kept by 
the mbahitants of the country. The Duke de Bassano made 
his report upon this to the Emperor^ who seemed first to approve 
the proposition^ but demanded a quantity of provisions far be- 
yond the amount of the contribution. As the Pntwtian plenipo- 
tentiary took notice of this, he was answered, that the French 
troops were kept every wbo^c By^e inhabitants of the country 
through which they pjassed ; thk^ it a pecuhar favour, if the 
Emperor Napoleon would concede the deduction of thir mainte- 
tenance from the eontributtcm ; that they were willing, after 
every three months, to employ themselves in the settlement of 
the accounts; and that, as soon as the amount of the contribu- 
tion sboufd bfe iiUinbd, France was willing to pay the surplus 
in ready cash, Prussian' plenipotentiary saw himself obliged 
to make many observations' respecting the quantities asked: for, 
and the impossibility to raii^ them. Yet the Emperor caused 
him to be told, that his ohjeetions would Certainly hot hinder 
him^. either from begintiing fhC war against Russigi or ftom his 
Crossings with his tr^ps the Prusdan terrHory ; and that the 
only question was, whether this passage was to be made with 
the observation of disci|»liie/ dr' if they wbuld fedvc il to the 
troops to ptovideUbf ttfomserv^ After ma^.ratreaties, the 
Bmpefor gave Waylir ambo points; esp&cihmnicemingl^our 
millions of acheffel * of oats!, and of a quantity ofmC and hay; be 
also caused the Duke de Bassano to* give the most' unqaid^^ 
promise, that the troOps should Observe the stiihCest discipline; 

* One schefTel contains from eighty to ninety pounds in 
wheat. 



wa» so great# that they were at Berlin 
still in exf^ectation of the last proposals of 
France, when .they received the treaty for- 
mally signed; and this happened, on the 
same day (the !^d ofMarch) that it was known 
a t Berl in, that ajpart . of ; the F rench . army, 
under the Prince of Ekmuhl, had entered, 
by Mecklenburg, Pnrasiaji Pomerania. 

Without entering into the whole spirit of 

to which he added, that he would liot even allow a badly mount- 
ed liorseman to change forOibi^.ld^ horse for a better one in the 
country. Oft.the S14th of^T^ebruary, 1813, in the evening, the 
Emperor signified that he was weary of all the objections ;* and 
that if the convctitian was nM signed on the next day, he would 
take his passage through Prussia by force. Th^e are facts not 
to be confu ted. The Prussian Court brought .them into recpUec- 
lion, especially in the month, vof June, as Napdeon was at Dreji* 
den. In order to lighten the evil, the. Duke de Bassano pro- 
mised there, in the nanie of his Monarch, to the chancellor of 
state, Baron von Ha^indierg, that they would givai^fv^h 
liceneea.to Prussia,, jin o^er tqintrpdaite l^gUsh goods 
Prussian harbours. Altfaiiugh Franoe asked for herself the 
greatest part of the profit ifUrisuig from ^is codimerCe, yet 
Prussia willing tVhe But there the affiiirs 

remained, h,avc never been given, as 

w-Q jhaye they fo that a courier was 

abour^ohe se^mm Diesdcn to l^aris, for the purpose of their 
ieipg official inide 

appow : necessary to ^juote the fa^/^jn order to put in 
their lealjfght the whole of the negociation respecting the said 
convention. , • . 

See Note III. at the end of the work. 
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these different treaties, which were intended 
to fetter the destiny of Pm^ra by new chaiiBf 
to the triumphaUar of Napoleon, the Author 
is content to represent, hf some general 
outlines, the extent of the efforts, the sacri'* 
fices, and the miseries of* Prussia in the new 
war, and how very 'little credit France gave 
it for all this. r > « 

On the day of the eachange of the ratifi- 
cation (ihe 5th of March), the King caused 
all necessary arrangements to be made for 
the execution of ^he ^eaty of alliance and 
of the bye-convOation. His Majesty caused 
his* stipulated auxiliary corps of twenty 
thousand men, viz. fourteen thousand infan- 
try, four thousand cavalry, and two thousand 
artillery, ^Vlth sixty cannon, to be put in 
march,, apd be always k^pt^up complete; in 
the beginning, under tbe>CQmmand-in-chier 
of General von Gravert, and then under that 
of General von Yorck. 

Every one knows in what manner this 
brave corps df Prussians fulfilie^ts duties. 

But in spite of these ser\dce|^ the cause 
of France, the French ^pthoriti^ left this 
auxiliary corpt'ln the greatest want of dif- 
ferent necessaries. They did not even allow 
Courland, like other' provinces occupied by 
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the French army, to make arrangements 
for its suppU^t provisions ex'^pted. Be- 
sides, the. French governcns, had taken 
their residence at Konigsberg and Pil- 
law, deprived it of the most immediate 
means of keeping itself in good cooditimi, 
by exercising '^tight ot laying. an embargo 
upon the guns and ammunition kept at 
Pillaw for the use of the Prussian corps, and 
of disposing o^ the hataiUons of reserve, drawn 


together in East Prussia ^or the purpose of 
keeping it up complete. 


ill though the second Convention, of the 


24th of February, Article 8tb, bad provided, 
** That the French Commandants^ who 


“ might be appointed on the tlinjc of. 9 pera> 
tioUs, should not meddle with any thing 


relating to thp ijprjtcrior. government prthe 
** civil adfiiuuistration, but should cotiuhnp 
“ themselves entirely the requisitteeia, 
“ issues, the maint^napcepfgoodqtder, and 
“ so foBth, ns /arasit cmcfirhed' 
yet .these/govffliorsy'aind'^enithe civil com- 
misaavies Jollmef jCntpeipr in Ea^t Prussia, 
thought .tn govern- .this province after their 
ojivn pleasure, ^atrd aft supreme aothorities^; 
ftS§y even looked upon* it as a conquered 
country. j» 
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According to the third Convention,, ofte 
S4th of FeWukry, 'Artiidle.'Snd, « the trade 
** on the coast firom Lubeck to Memel was 
to be proteited by ^e most powerful 
measures and yrt t|je French authorities 
in Prussia did the' direct contrary. They, 
by their, o#h* authority, ihuf up the ports of 
Elbi'ng, PiHaIrr, Konigsberg, and Memel; 
and prohibited therb^ithe entry and exit of 
every ship, wlthoti‘t^ distinction, and the 
governor ‘of .K6d|psberg even ‘ charged the 
goods*' with a considCilabl^ impost: so that 
the little tmde, which remmned unprohibited, 
even by the ContinentarSystem, must necesx 
sarily be totally annihilated. ^ 

Whilst' thi authorities in this man* 

ner, even contrary* to the treaties, paralysed 
the 'Prussian a^ministra’lion, and the in* 
dttitiiy of the,, nation, Ike' country was still 
dressed by the marching and the presence 
of so many Frnnch '.^d allied tro^s; by 
their t^htenatl^iif^^town^^^ the iphabi^ 
tants ; and by exorbitant 

issues in k'ihd,^h’ich the^fi^ma. Q^oyeirii- 

means tb the TVinch\Govefpment for. its war^ 
with Russia. ' 
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Since the signature of the treaties of the 
24th of February, all the Prussian provinces 
(with tjlie exception of a part of Silesia,* de- 
clared neutral, and t)ih fortresses of Col- 
berg and Giaudenz)' were obliged to be 
evacuated by the Prussian garrisons; and 
even the two ca^ftalis'bf ]l3ertin and Konigs- 
berg (although the treaties did not mention 
them) to be opened t(i the French soldiers, 
■who now inundated the country in every 
direction. Tiiree gi^at military roads, be- 
ginning from the Vistula! were established 
in West and tlast Prussia, by order of tbe 
French governor, for the purpose of assem- 
bling in the provinces the greatest' part of 
all the tr(Mps destined against Russia, and 
even t^ose , that came from Warsaw and 
Thonyf and of leading them by Gumbinnen 
to the Russian frontiers, ^ixty-three st^s 
were chosen in the most convenient plapes, 
in all provinces, and upon all roads fit for 
mAitary marching, and piit in order for re- 

* Ftr4 Upper ^lia, t1i«. of 0^, uid the Fnnci« 
pMh j of Biedviii Oeb. utd QfWf . 

t In this naaner the Bociurof Wannr Vi^o fpsied at th« 
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t;@iviog the troops ^heir 
ing and victualling ttiem. 

From the be^nning of me mon th of March, 
I8l3, till the next winter,.' four hundred and 
|ightjr\t#o thousandfn^j^n,- French and Allies, 
with eig% passed the Prus- 

sian States, chiefly in their longest extent,* 
in order to make wi^f, agiiinst Russia ; and 
during the thrpe. months preceding the 23rd 
of June, 181^ on i^^h day the combined 
armi^ passed ti& the half of these 

tvoops halted, and ca^^ed in the same 
states. 

The ^ily allowance of “these troops, in 
their pajss^e alid abode in Prussia, was not 
properly to, belaid as a cHs^e upon this state, 
as the, a^nd Conventionj, of the 24tb of 
FehruafW sighed %y > O^eral '.von ^ttise- 
mark, had only stipulated, in tbe^tb Article, 
** That tn cere of necestifa fau bemnjt requi- 
‘I sitiQns for the,prorision» knq wnveyances 

* After the p(UM|e of the mein put o£|fo wmy in the fint 
Months trif thhtelMlhtp, the iiiiotith ef'ddty eikid''<hiring the 

summer, montidjr. from thirty eoftw^thoasendiicii^iiitlilimm 
eix to eight tiiOMatu^h^s, irere s^lb pass between thb Elbe 
-and the borders df ISut Ifraisie; and^besidei fbue. aboMt 
fire thousand men, with one tboayand hone, upon the mili- 
tary road of Silesia. * 


hdrses, forlodg' 
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"* were allowd^ to be made %* m ■^mnch 
“ functionaries and conjnmandstnts to'* the 
** locM addroritielj or Erussiaa.' commis- 
’^'Saries ;''and tKat thesettiament of accounts 
** oh this 8core-sbottid.be made'efifefy three 
months, 'ib order to ne 'hquldated^ either 
** as a set-off against ithe‘ wair contribution 
“ stilhdue fro^ Ernssi^v or to dieted- at the 
•* end of the dlmpai^m** * 

' Hdweter indistiaj|;^h!?tli» .agreement, re> 
speetihg'^the- teiiin^tidiiiB^^as, yet Prussia 
coirid not tielp relyt^' upon the assurances 
given by the 'Dflke de Bassano to Mr. ycfn 
Beguelin, relating to the con vto^n, /{that 
the - provisions ' for* the mSmtena^e- of> tjie 
Freneh '^troops upon’ the Pn^sia#’ "temtwy 
shottM'bertsdken iirom the irnmlneie'dingazines 
established inPms^iai for the airi^. . Y'eh^e 
Ptossiln ^upitlb 

printaple 'oo the arrival (^'tbe troops, ana in 
Older't^t‘Wdflt^f^^^l^^.tordef^i^ but 
only on the* ea]^^ an exact 
account of cei^^4d$^aErd\the payment 
imsoediately to fi^dVM Bot^d^ady d.4d the 
PNistlan Stato' p^yf'foi^ t^s dbwooatratioff of 
g^d-Vlll and "donfidVnhV 'an^'thd more, as 
the 9th dflPticle of the convention became a 
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source of . to nmny 

a right to particu^r 
to remove dimcuItilM ^ tl^ jf- . — 
only originating in 'atoldei^ 

especially m %ajina TTm msai^l, jrjpi©. 


very 


iWiM' 


cdiiiirijssaws, 




i? » 


Tiacid aoibonta^ '^seqipaj «Pbut'iaf. 

dcteBt knbwled^ 

to the' ikJo^' c’^ 

Every ffay’tlie'abiii^ _ _ 
citiaem and m .ThDip they ' vrere 

eni;^ of regular, ^lequisi^ 


passed ^ 

a geneim rulef that t&oa& at vjbo§e,hoiUfe Ai . 
soloi6i^~* Dillcteu^ 
nis suflmimqe.^ 

number #rene]|j^a/ 

Allied troops h'ay<|i]^pjri^^n order tosu^. 
tain the eiptos^^ 4^y1h^v^ occasioned toq 

countiy,a»'*wbll’iil*'dyi|,^n!^ 

I .rt -_ 


by thh dafiiy sttpj 



Some t^the country, and by so many other 
charges and losses which the inhabitants have 
sustained. But we may form a general idea 
of it, according to some authentic data. It 
is known, for example, according to the ac- 
count of the -authorities of the' country, that 
the corps of. the Duke d'Abrantes, which 
was cantoned, sUty-nine thousand men strong, 
including fifteen thousand Imperial guards, 
in the spring of 1812, in Lower Silesia, occa- 
sioned to this country every fortnight an ex- 
pense of four hundred^, thousand thaler; and 
in the same way^ a by far less considerable 
corps of the Prince of Ekmuhl, that can- 
toned in West Prussia, each d&y twenty- 
seven thousand thaler. Up to the month of 
September, 1812, the French and Allied 
troops took with them out df Prussia seventy- 
seven thousand nine hundred and twenty horse, 
and thirteen thousand three hundred and ninety- 
four waggons, and solely fr8m eight Circles of 
East Prussia, twenty-two thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-two oxen. 

Relating to the Article of the Convention 
of the 24th of February, above cited, the 
French Government should have repaid at 
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least the expenses of the allowances and th6 
waggons ; we shall see how little it pro* 
vided for them. 

Besides these immetise expenses and losses 
of individuals, the jState, in general^ expe- 
rienced similar ones by the exorbitant issues 
in kind which the Prussian Government 
gave, beyond its obligations, to the French 
army. 

By the fourth Conyentiditi of the 24th of 
February, this Government had been obliged 
to take upon itself the oblij^tion of providing 
the magazines of the French army from the 
1st of March, 1619, by several instalments^ 
With 

200.000 cwt, rye, 

24.000 cwt. rice, or ♦ 

48.000 cwt, pulse, 

2,000,000 bottles of brandy, 

2.000. 000 bottles of beer, 

400.000 cwt. wheat, 

650.000 cwt. hay, 

350.000 cwt. straw, 

6.000. 000 schetfel of oats, 

44.000 oxen, 
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15, (RX) horses from five to seven years old^ 
viz. 

6.000 for the light cavalry, 

3.000 for the heavy cavalry, 

6.000 for artillery or military equi- 

pages, 

600.000 lbs* of powder, 

300.000 lbs. of lead, and 

3,600 waggons with horses and men, 
each of them fit for a load of fifteen 
hundred pounds, making together 
one hundred and twenty brigades ; 
each of which was composed of 
thirty waggons, or three main divi- 
sions, for conveyance between 
Magdeburg and the Oder, the 
Oder and the Vistula, and the Vis- 
tula and the Russian frontiers. 

At last the Prussian Government was to 
establish military hospitals for twenty thou- 
sand men, and to provide them with phy- 
dcians and with every necessary article. 

According to the same convention, the 
places of delivery were to be named by the 
Intendant-General of the French army (but 
those for the ammunition by the commandant 
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of artillery), and the estimate of the prices 
was to be settled by an amicable agreement 
between the former and a Prussian commis- 
sary. 

The Prussian Government exerted itself to 
the utmost 'in providing for the stipulated 
issues in kind. The returns, delivered to the 
French Intendant, Count de Dumas, by the 
Prussian Intendant, Count von Lottum, 
prove, that, according to the records and re- 
ceipts, there had been delivered, up to the 
8th of September, 

314,981 cwt. wheat, 

233,688 cwt. rye, 

28,157 cwt. pease, 

1,6195579 bottles of brandy, 

83,165 bottles of brandy, instead of beer, 
44,845 oxen, 

72,600 cwt. hay, 

24,568 cwt, straw, 

1,251,558 scheffel of oats, 

7,169 horses, besides 775020 taken away 
by the French troops. 

These issues in rye and oxen exceeded, 
therefore, already those fixed by the conven- 
tion, and every effort was made to continue 
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the delivery of the remainder of the other 
articles. 

To embrace the whole overwhelming ex- 
tent of the sacrifices of Prussia, we must add 
to these immense issues (according to the 
maintenance before-cited of the troops that 
were passing, and of those that remained), the 
expenses of carriage ;* the losses of the in- 
habitants in waggons, horses, and cattle ; the 
expenditure for the military hospitals ;f the 
fortresses^ and so forth ; and the impediments 
which the national industry in general, and 
especially the agriculture of the country, 
sufi'ered by the continual use of so many 
teams for the service of the army. The 
Prussian Government had resigned itself to 
so many sacrifices, upon faith, and in full 
confidence, that France would also fulfill her 
obligations. 

* The Intendant of the French army had estlmaUd the ex* 
penses of the carriage upon the military roads only at four francs 
for a waggon and horses ; but to this must be added, the days oi 
return for the drivers and those conveyances, which, out of the 
military roads, the troops made use of at their own pleasure, 
well as the frequent water carriage for the service of the tirmy. 

t Prussia had in these hospitals, from the Ist of March to the 
1st of September, at least seven hundred and fifty thousand days^ 
allowance for the sick ^ each day might be estimated at one 
thaler. 
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The fourth Convention, of the 24th of 
February, signed by Mr. von Beguelin, had 
fixed, in the lOth Article, as follows:— 

“ The receipts for the objects issued shall 
“ be given in proportion to the delivery. 
“ The audit thereupon ’is to be held every 
“ three months by the Intendant-General of 
“ the army; and the single receipts are 
“ then to be converted into one general 
“ receipt, in order to shew the terms of 
“ reimbursement on account of the contribution^ 
“ as well as the portion of the interest, which 
is then to cease." 

And in the 13th Article, 

“ As soon as the issues in kind, to be 
“ delivered in consequence of this conven- 
“ tion shall have taken place, and their 
“ value, as well as th6 final amount of the 
“ contribution, principal as well as interest, 
“ owing by his Majesty the King of Prussia, 
“ shall be ascertained; new measures con- 
“ cerning the payment of the balance of these 
“ accounts, by the one or the other party, 
“ are to be taken between the high contract- 
“ ing powers." 

We have seen above the entirely similar 
arrangement of the second Convention, of 
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the S4th of February, Article 9th, relating 
to the provisions and the conveyances to be 
found by the inhabitants. 

The accounts respecting all the issues 
were therefore to be regulated every three 
months ! and as soon as they should have 
reached the residue of the contribution, the 
surplus was to be paid to Prussia. 

But the King’s minister at Paris, and his 
Intendant-General of the French array, vainly 
applied for the inspection and passing of the 
accounts. The prices for the different objects 
of issue were not yet fixed, and the accounts 
for the two quarters past were not yet in 
order, and even not yet begun by the French 
authorities, when the third quarter commen- 
ced and Prussia saw herself entitled to demand 
the payment of a very considerable balance. In 
vain had the Prussian Intendant proposed to 
the French Intendant, about the end of the 
month of October, an agreement as to the 
manner in which, in future, the issues for the 
sustenance of the troops passing, and in 
cantonments, should be exchanged for regular 
acknowledgments, entitled to immediate pay- 
ment, for the preservation of the inhabitants, 
who were sinking under the weight of these 
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demands, and to revive their confidence, 
courage, and exertions, even for the advan- 
tage of the troops themselves. Prussia still 
experienced, respecting her fortresses on the 
Oder, a similar treatment. The second Con- 
vention, of the 24th of February, Article I4th, 
had fixed,’ 

“ In respect to the fortresses of Glogaw, 
“ Custrin, and Stettin, now occupied by the 
“ French troops, the expenses of the main- 
“ tenance of their garrisons, and of provisions 
“ for a state of siege, shall be at the charge 
“ of his Majesty the Emperor ; that is to say, 
“ foi* the fortress of Glogaw, from the day of 
“ the signature of the present convention, and 
“ fen’ Stettin and Custrin, from the day when 
“ his Majesty the King of Prussia shall have 
“ fulfilled the obligations taken upon himself 
“ by the convention signed at the same time. 
” A particular agreement between both 
“ Monarchs shall take place respecting the 
“ duration of the occupation of these for- 
“ tresses by the French troops." 

Whilst this Article suspended again the 
surrender of the three fortresses,* it put at 

* France then had, since the peace of Tilsit, concluded 
tightecn convention! with Prussia, without the surrender of the 
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least, on account of France, the maintenance 
of the fortress of Glogaw from the of 
Februar^t 1812, and that of the fortress of 
Stettin and Custrin from another term, 
which arrived at the end of the month of 
May, 1812, when the contribution owing by 
Prussia to France was liquidated by the 
issues made according to the convention : 
but it was equally in vain that Prussia ap- 
plied for the fulfilment of the agreement. 
Phis power was therefore obliged to continue, 
on its own account, the maintenance of all 
three fortresses, and of their French garrisons ; 
and France has never compensated, either 
for this great augmentation of its advances, 
or its cmbariassinents, although a positive 
agreement to this etfect had previously taken 
place. 


This is a faithful Narrative of the injuries 
which France heaped upon Prussia. The 
turn which the war just commenced took, 
liberated it at length from all further oppres- 
sions of France. The still remaining energies 
of the State, united with the exertions of the 

three fortresses ; which should hare been the immediate resuh 
of that peace, or at least of ft subsequent convention. 
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Nation, enabled Prussia to l)egin the honour- 
able fight, which, under the protection of 
God, has had a prosperous progress, and to 
which we have every reason soon to expect a 
glorious conclusion. 



APPENDIX 

BY THE EDITOR. 


NOTE I.-PACB 8. 

The members of a former Committee, 
making remonstrances one day to the same 
Intcndant-General, Count Daru, concerning 
the inability of the country to furnish every 
thing demanded by him, were insultingly 
answered by him : Messieurs, vous n’avezpas 
“ d’idSe de ce qiiun pays cst en Stat de souffrir" 
“ Gentlemen, you have no idea what a 
country is able to bear.” 

NOTE II. --Page 51. 

To give a proofof Bonaparte’s sanction to a 
similar behaviour, we quote the following 
anecdote : General Vandamme, who is at this 
moment expiating his crimes at Moscow, was 
second in command in Silesia, under Marshal 
Alortier. He behaved in such a shocking 
manner, that Mortier saw himself under the 
necessity of denouncing him to Napoleon, 
’riie answer was, “ Faitesbien des compUmens d 
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“ mon ami Vandamme” — ** Make my compli- 

ments to my friend Vandamme.” 

NOTE III -Page 58. 

Napoleon yvas nowherje more affable to- 
wards every one than at this last interview at 
Dresden It iscurious to observe this last spon- 
taneous affability ; it looked like the precur- 
sor of a gentleness be would have been con- 
strained to adopt. We have no specimen of 
any real impertinence, in which formerly even 
his most trifling conversations abounded, and 
tllat especially towards ladies. To say to a 
lady that she was ugly, or that he had thought 
her younger than he found her, used to be 
nothing to him. At Dresden he even seemed 
somctinies to be in very good humour. See- 
ing the hoop-pctticoats abolished at the Court 
of Dresden, lie complimented the King upon 
this revolution in his country; but the old 
King, not exactly understanding what he al- 
luded to, assured him, in the most anxious and 
earnest manner, that there was no fear of a 
revolution in his country, as his subjects 
were all quiet and obedient. 



POSTSCRIPT, 


It is interesting enough to consider the 
conduct of the different French governors who 
have entered Berlin. Although every new one 
gave assurances of his desire not to be a bur- 
then to the town, yet each of them made new 
and unusual pretensions. The first, General 
Clarke and General Ilulin, were the best ; 
although during the continuance of the war, 
they behaved, if not always with mildness, 
yet generally with justice. For one act of 
cruelty General Clarke committed, in causing 
the burgo-master of Kyritz, to be executed, 
for having favoured Prussian partisans, he 
excused himself by saying, that he had been 
reprimanded for his too great mildness. Per- 
haps it is true he was real’y, with the excep- 
tion of this act, a good-lem pered man. These 
were followed by Marshal Victor and General 
St. Hilaire. The former brought his lady 
with him : in this he was imitated b}^ several 
ot\\ox emyloyh; and dinners, suppers, balls, 
and French plays, succeeded each other, as 
a sort of carnival ; to which only those few 
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families went, who, partly from the circum- 
stance of having estates both in the French 
and Prussian territory, or from tlie head of 
the family being in an office which rendered 
his attendance necessary, were in continual 
intercourse with the French. The Prussian 
ladies particularly behaved with great firm- 
ness towards them. In spite of their enga- 
ging manners, and of their residence of twen- 
ty-six months in the country, the instances 
of marriage or other connection are very 
few. They were polite towards those French 
w|io were billeted in their houses, and nothing 
more. To the small private parties which 
were arranged in that time of misery, no 
Frenchman had admission ; those who were 
not asked to the French parties, were obliged 
to spend their evenings either at home or in 
public places. 

The entertainments of the French carnival, 
above alluded to, were, with very few excep- 
tions, at the expense of the town. The Mar- 
shal at length, not satisfied with his town- 
house, the beautiful palace of Prince Rad- 
zivil, desired that of Baron Eckartstein at 
Charlottenburg for his country-house, which, 
of course, could not be refused him; but he w^is 
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so parsimonious, that, to quote an instance* 
he gave the gardener for all the fine flowers he 
brought him every morning, for the space of 
six weeks, only ten thalers in bad groschen, 
which at the highest rate might be valued at 
one pound sterling. Marshal Victor and Ge- 
neral St. Hilaire did not care in what manner 
their inferiors behaved. The Marshal’s corps, 
about thirty thousand men, in Berlin and 
its neighbourhood, gave rise to many com- 
plaints, which were generally disregarded. 

After him came Marshal Soult. He assured 
the town of the discipline he would observe 
with his troops, and that he would give oc« 
casion to the least possible exj)ensc. But, 
alas ! he brought so many horses, and such 
quantities of hounds, that he caused the 
same expense as the former Marshals with 
their sumptuous dinners. He left Berlin how- 
ever very soon, and w'as succeeded by Mar- 
shal IJavoust. 

This Maishal's entrance appeared at first 
to be the return of good, or at least of tole- 
rable times. The good character for dis- 
cipline which his soldiers had acquired in 
Poland, prepared the way for him. He 
assured the magistrates of his attachment to 
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the King and the royal family, made his 
visits to those Princes and Princesses who 
had remained, and seemed all softness and 
good humour ; but this good humour one day 
suddenly changed. He caused from twenty 
to thirty people, mostly public ’functionaries 
or literary men, to be brought before him, 
and' harangued them in a most violent man- 
ner for their jacobinism, their hatred to the 
French, See. They knew not what to an- 
swer ; some of them did not even understand 
French ; some, by a mistake of names, had 
been sent for, instead of othf -s, and were dis- 
missed ‘quite confounded by this violent ad- 
dress, Marshal Davoust, from that moment, 
saw nothing but jacobinism at Berlin ; his 
spies were sent in every direction ; several 
arrestations took place ; and* he left Jierlin, 
full of apprehension of revolutionary pro- 
ceedings, for Hamburgh, where he began to 
act in the same manner. 

This Marshal sometimes exhibited the most 
sudden and extraordinary transitions from 
mildness to the utmost violence. In Silesia 
he one day assembled several noblemen of 
■the first rank ; he gave them assurances of 
his perfect good-will for the welfare of the 

M 



t'oiinlry, and of his regret at being obliged 
to be burthensome to it, and so forth; then 

suddenly addressing himself to Count M j 

an old dignified nobleman, he assured him 
that he would blow his brains out as a trai- 
tor, laj'ing something at the same time to 
his charge, either untrue or insignificant. 
I’hc Count turned slowly round, looking first 
at him, then at all his colleagues, and asking, 

Ai-jc done I’air d’un traitre?’' — “ Do 1 look 
“ like a traitor?” — “ Vous ^tes, Mans, le Mare- 
“ xc/ial, le premier qiil ose me dire chose pareille — 
^\failes ce que vans voidez, mais hpargnez moi vos 
“ injures^ pour Icsquels vous sc/iez oblige' de me 
“ repondre d une autre inaniere/’—Y ou are the 
“ first person, Mr. Marshal, who has dared to 
“ address me. thus — do what you please, but 
‘‘ spare your abuse, for which you would be 
‘ obliged to answer me in another manner.” 
Marshal Davoust was quiet, and there was 
no question about shoo*ing the Count. 

Among so many useless oppressions during 
the time of the occupation of Prussia, the 
citizens of Berlin wiP never forget, that, al- 
though in profound peace with France, they 
were not allowed to shew publicly their joy 
on the birth-days of their beloved sovereigns. 
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Forced by the French to illuminate their 
houses for the unhappy peace of Tilsit, they 
were forbidden to do the same on the birtfi- 
day of their King. Many arrestations took 
place for infringing this ordinance, and the 
Director of the Theatre was confined several 
days for having arranged an indistinct allu- 
sion, in a ballet, to the happy day. 

These were insolences committed by French 
officers in their public character: the inso- 
lence of many, as individuals, was equally 
disgusting. It would lead too far to mention 
every instance of insolence, public and do- 
mestic ; but two ludicrous instances of the 
latter will give an adequate idea of them; 
although truth obliges us to say, that there 
were many who behaved in a creditable 
manner, and were sensible of the unpleasant 
office they had to perform. 

General Dorsenne, who died some time 
ago at Paris, whilst at Berlin, desired from 
the lady of the house, every day, amongst 
other things, six bottles of eau de Cologne, 
to be used after his bath. He demanded 
also a large sheet to wrap himself in ; and as 
none in the house were large enough, two 
were sewed together. But this did not please 
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the general ; the seam, he said, injured lus 
skin, and he complained that no French ge- 
neral had ever been so ill-treated as he was. 

General Verges, who was billeted at the 
house of a gentleman of the first distinction, 
was often upon the point of fighting his host, 
upon the subject of sonic dish or another 
at table. He one day asked to this gentle- 
man's table several Swedish officers, who wore 
returning from their captivity in France ; 
and he took an opportunity of assuring them, 
in the presence of the master of the house 
and of his lady, that they did not dme with 
ihtmy but with him, as he was now master of' 
the house by right of conquest. 

Finding better wine in some other gentle- 
men's houses, where he was asked to dinner 
with his host, he told the latter, in his Gas- 
con dialect, before the whole company, that 
this was to be called wine^ “ 7nais qiie It .vim 
“ itoit aigre, trouble’ — “ that his was sour and 
“ cloudy”— and that he ought to take example 
from his friends. 


rtNis. 


Pritated by J. Brettell, 
linpert Street, H.uwarket, London < 
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PREFACE. 


The epistolary style is chosen, to avoid th® 
necessity of following a continued train of ar- 
gument. Few people can be brought to close 
reasoning by any device ; and attention is ex- 
cited more easily than kept up. If I am tedious, 
it is not because I am prolix, but because the 
natural ardour of iny reader carries him before 
me. May I be tedious to a thousand such ! 
There are events enough in life, without these 
that are passing, on which we may be cold and 
indifferent, formal and systematic. 




LETTERS 


ADDRESSED TO 

LORD LIVERPOOL, 

AND 

THE PARLIAMENT. 


Cictnenlior certe est pastor qui lupum nccat quam qui servat : rex, 
qiii sontem carnifici tradit quam qui eripit. Si necas, iinitis neco inno- 
cciitii! miiltos rnorti eripis : sin parcis« qu> ' rt istum sna irnpunitate et 
aliofiparis iinpunilatisspe, ad quodvi^ scclus patranduin auda(joresfacis, 
innocuos pobtea innumeros illorntn manibus intorficis. Mem pc quos- 
dam necare clemenlia est; qiiosdam servarc, crudelitas. 

Vindiciac contra Tyrannos, Qusestio. III. 


LETTER I 

I KNOW not whether your Lordship will read 
these letters ; but I have the confidence to as- 
sert that, if you do, you may gain as much in 
wisdom as you expend in time. Precious and 
irretrievable as time is, it is better that it should 
be deducted, or lost, from any occupation, how- 
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ever active, however momentous, than that sys- 
tems should be hastily adopted, or treaties 
signed, which may entail wars, calamities, and 
disgraces, both on our children and our re- 
motest posterity.' 

1 am conscious that the weight and value of 
opinions depend less on what is delivered than 
on where; that many things have appeared in 
pamphlets, and have been forgotten in a week, 
which, had they been uttered by a successful 
minister, or a clamorous leader of opposition, 
would have been quoted as-most profound and 
eloquent. I wish to be estimated by no other 
standard than the truth of my observations, and 
shall be contented' if it is acknowledged by ho- 
nest and wise men, that I express English sen- 
timents in English language. Nothing seems 
more easy, yet nothing is more rare. I never 
wrote a pamphlet : I belong to no party, no fac- 
tion, no club, no coterie ; I possess no seat in 
Parliament, by brevet or by purchase. I can af- 
ford to live without it: but 1 cannot afford that 
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Tast accumulation of taxes which will arise 
from another war, if, after our experience, we 
conclude another probationary peace, and enter on 
a new course of experiments, with all our instru- 
ments unscrewed, and all our phials evaporated* 

If your Lordship should not have the leisure 
or the inclination to peruse these letters, it may 
perhaps be suflBci'ent to fulfil my hopes, if you 
will ask yourself the following short questions. 
1 think you will answer th‘;m as I have done ; 
that we shall differ only in the process of their 
operation on our minds, and not at all in the result. 

1. Cannot we, at the present time, reduce 
the power of France within ‘such limits, as may 
secure us from future wars against that country, 
and as may secure both that country and ours 
from perpetual privations and animosities ? 

9. Unless we do it now, is there the slightest 
probability that so favorable an opportunity will 
recur at any future period. 

B 9 
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3. Is not the death, or perpetual imprison- 
ment, of Bonaparte requisite for this end ? Is it 
not desiiable both to France and England ? Has 
he any claim or any hold on the affections of the 
French or of the English ? 

4. If France was powerful enough, at the ac- 
cession of Louis XIV. to conquer, in different 
campaigns, so many provinces, as at last, with 
their united strength, enabled her to menace the 
existence of every State in Europe, to influence 
every Government, and indeed, unless the ele- 
ments had conspired against her, to subvert every 
one ; is it not requisite, for the independence 
and safety of all nations, that the extent of 
France shall not exceed, at farthest, her limits at 
his accession ? 

6. If an effeminate Prince, with a churchman 
for a minister, could alarm and disquiet ail Eu- 
rope, and could seize several of her richest pro- 
vinces, with hardly two-thirds of what, accord- 
ing to the propositions of some statesmen, is in 
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future to be considered as France, will not Bona- 
parte, 

“ loured to blood, and nursed in scenes of woe,” 
a defeated, it is true, but more often a fortunate 
General, be equally able to extend his territory, 
and to renew the calamities be has brought so re- 
peatedly on Europe? 

6. Has he not reduced to misery and desola- 
tibn the greater part of thj Continent? Has he 
not destroyed more than one million of her inha- 
hilants ? Has he not declared that the conquest 
of Holland is necessary to his possession of Bel- 
gium? Has he riot also had .the impudence to 
threaten, that, if he could not possess, and keep 
possession of, England, he would, however, 
make it intolerable to Hue in. 

7. If we forgive him the death of so many, 
and of our bravest men ; the ruin of so many, 
and of our most industrious; ifwemrke him a 
free present of all our contributions for the last 
twenty years, and of all the effects we can mort- 
gage for the next century ; if we permit him t* 
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hold a festival of |;>lood at our expefice, whenever 
it pleases him to proclaim k, is it not enough ? 
Must we add to our liberality from the ruin and 
extinction of our‘ neighbours ?* Have we any 
right to be parties in the surrender of the Nether- 
lands ? Is it because they have always been dis- 
tinguished for their Bravery, their Freedom, and 
their Religion, that we should deliver them up, 
bound hand and foot, to a Deserter, an Usurper, 
an*d an Atheist ? 

8. Was not France as happy in 1783 as in 
1813? Was she not as happy with ^family of 
twenty-four millions as with an establishment of 
forty ? If she was not, whether is the j)ride of 
France or the security of England the proper 
object for our present consideration ? 

9. Can we, with wisdom or with safety, leave 
a more numerous population on a more extended 
territory to France, than is possessed by any of 
the ad;acerat states? 

* . ' ' 

My loQ^, 1 conceive these nine main questions, 
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and those wh^h spring immediately from under 
them, to admit no other than one and the same 
ansvrer from all mankind. J sent the letters, 
which follow this, in which they are discussed 
more at large, to the Editor of the Courier, on 
the twentieth of October. The succession of 
great events, or perhaps a diversity of opinion in 
the Editor and his party, have prevented their 
publication. Ail the arguments occurred to me 
Ioi>g before ; but, whether "o me or to others 
first, I cannot tell : I wish it had been to your 
Lordship. They have passed into the hands of 
some few politicians, and some few lit^ary men, 
without any anxiety of mine for the praise of 
eloquence, of energy, or even of originality. 
On the contrary; 1 could wish nothing I have 
written to be considered as more than a simple, 
or less than a momentous truth ; and 1 would 
rather that all the nation thought as 1 do, before 
me, and expressed its sentiments with much 
more vigour and animation. 

Some, who have read these letters, declare 

« 

that they certainly were written by an Irishman ; 
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others fix the stigma on an inhabitimt of Wales. 
Your Lordship will attend to neither of these 
judges, and will regard not the Author, but the 
arguments. The*se, I presume, bear no charac- 
teristic of the nations to which they are attributed. 

A worthy man has wounded my pride a little, 
by ascribing my arguments to a combination of 
those gentlemen, whom the goodnature, the 
discernment, and the perseverance of Lady Hoi- 
land, has at last instructed to make a distinc- 
tion, in the right place, between will and shall; 
and who, under her tuition, have also made no 
inconsiderable progress in the management of a 
silver fork. I am informed by a servant of mine, 
a correspondent with one in that family, that 

they have not broken a plate nor overturned a 

# 

tureen these last three month's; and that he does 
not mention this from any desire to boast of his 
kinsmen, but to show that a good table is sure 
to produce good manners, and even where you 
would least expect them. 

% 

I say nothing of their principles, for I know 
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notwhat Ifeey are ; but their voice is at once so 
feeble and so elevated, their language so sordid, 

, and yet so ostentatious, that they remind me of 

. • • 

whatever is most incongruons to any of the 
senses: of bulky animals with birds’ heads, (the 
only remains of antiquity to which indeed they 
bear any resemblance) and of attar of roses from 
some cheap shop, refreshed and renovated by 
the fumes of sulphur. They are purgcnt ; but 

it is the purgence that arises from the very last 

• 

stage of putridity. 

These are your enemies : I am not. These 

would be your followers: I would not. I was 

• 

the first to abjure the party of the wings, and 
shall be the last to abjure the principles. When 
the leaders had broken all their promises to the 
nation, had shewn their utter incapacily to 
manasfc its affairs, and their inclination to 
crouch before the enemy, I permitted my heart, 
after some struggles, to subside, and repose in 
the cool of this reflection. Let them escape : 
it is only the French nation that ever dragged 
such feebleness to the scaffold. 



LETTER II. 


Writers have often made a distinction, in 
the very midst of party zeal, between the events 
of the (lay, and those which, in their opinion, 
were more likely to interest future generations. 
Our age, which has abolished so many distinc- 
tions of less moment, has at last abolished this ; 
and the events of the day, and the advantages 
which our statesmen may derive from them, 
will perhaps be of more importance to posterity, 
than any that have occurred in this country since 
the establishment of Christianity. 

To speculate on the future, is common to the 
minds of all: some coniine th ir speculations to 

their own advantages^ some to the prosperity or 
glory of their country, and others extend them 
to the remotest interests of q^ankind. Of the 
first it is expedient to say nothing ; the latter 
two parties are to be commended, according to 
the means they adopt for the propagation of 
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their tenets. But some events are so stupend> 
ous, that the wise and simple, the active and in- 
dolent, men of pleasure and religious men, make 
the same inquiry, and almost* with the same so- 
licitude, “ What will he ihe result!’’ Something 
we must have to direct us, and something to 
rest upon in the progress of our pursuits. Fond 
as every man is of indulging in conjectures, and 
particularly in those which be himself has raised 
up from the foundation, 1 think it safer to be 
guided in my opinion of wh; t is likely to occur, 
by the indications of those who touch the very 
springs, and who regulate, as far as human power 
can do so, the machinery of politics. On this 
principle I shall examine the declaration of Lord 
Castlereagh ; freely, as becomes an Englishman ; 
decorously, as becomes a gentleman; and, #the 
best of my judgment, narrowly and intimately, as 
becomes a politician and a scholar. 1 presume 
then to form no opinion of my own, on the plans 
and intentions of our government: I mount no 
hippogrif, and contend with no chimera. 


In the speech of Lord Castlereagh, on the 
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augmentation of ihc army from the militia, the 
principal expression is liable to serious misun- 
derstanding, and not at all the less so for being 
several times repeated. I shall transcribe it as it 
Jirst appears, from the London Packet of the twelfth 
of November; a paper, in my opinion, written 
with more purity, and conducted with more im- 
partiality than any other. 

“ It had followed that, because our exer- 

• 

tions were limited, progressive, and accord- 
ing to the natural powers of man, that we 
have gone on progressively, to successes and 
victories. He was satisfied that in sodoin? we 
had done well, and that the resources of the 
country bad grown instead of being dimii’ishcd; 
because the energies of the country had not 
been sacrificed by any unnatural extension of 
our power whatsoever.” 

Progression was never the' result of limitation; 

o 

but it is true enough that we ha^e gone on pro~ 
gressivclif, because, our exertions were progres- 
sive, 1 should rather have attributed this con- 
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fused and turbid sentence to a certain country- 
man of his, wlio so constantly announces in the 
public prints that he is coming again into office, 
had I not read it in a paper where the debates are 
given correctly, .and where his Lordship’s party 
and principles are never misrepresented. It is 
not, however, my intention to pry for petty 
faults in the language of an eloquent and able 
man; but I must remark that, where a man’s 
aims or reasonings are clear and definite, his 
language is rarely otherwise ... The natural pow- 
ei^s of man form a distant lin’^ of connexion with 
the subject. The first and simple meaning of the 
words, is the physical power of the creature man: 
the next is — by dropping a little our attention 
from the word natural , — the general powers which 
he possesses, both by the principles of his growth, 
and by the moral energies which he has acquired, 
from his situation and his exertions in society. 

Instead of “ the natural powers of man*’ his 
Lordship evidently means the military power of 
the nation, 
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Politicians can seldom talk like philosophers 
with any safety, or act like them with any suc- 
cess. There is a certain species, or rather a cer- 
tain stage, of refinement, that rejects plain lan- 
guage : but the perfection of true refinement is 
to appreciate it justly. Upon this foundation, 

and upon this only, rests sovereign and consum- 
mate eloquence. The thunderbolts of Demost- 
henes and Pascal, men without any third in 
vigour and purity of expression, were not forged 
in the caverns of Etna, nor anvilled out by 
giants. Common minds, and among these a're 
some very learned, wonder what there is about 
these writers, to strike so forcibly. The secret 
is this; they throw aside everything that obstructs 
their force, and look steadily before they strike. 

I wish to see a little more precision both in 
the style and in the counsels of our Parliament. 
There is a wide diflference between the extension 
of powers and the exertion of them. An idler may 
extend his arms when he yav/ns, wider than a pu- 
gilist when he fights. It appears to me that our 
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potver^ if not too much extended, has been often 
extended in a wrong direction, and that it has not 
been exerted so constantly and regularly, as was 
requisite for its health and vigour. In estimating 
our successes, . I must confess I attribute more 
to the climate of Russia, than to the counsels of 
11 the cabinets in Europe. For twenty years, 
every one was equally swayed by blind passions 
and lame counsels. In all governments, and at all 
times, the passions both mislead and debilitate; 
but energy is true wisdom. It never varies in 
its essence; it varies in i's application inces- 
santly. It has, however, one great channel, and 
runs into no other until this be full. Our enemy 
is France. What portion of France? Her army. 
What raises this army; What supports it; what 
puts it in motion; what gives it its direction? 
Bonaparte. Against him, then, should all our 
efforts be made incessantly; even if he had com- 
mitted no cruelties against our countrymen : if 
he had imprisoned, if he had assassinated, none 
of them; if Captain Wright were still living, 
the glory of his glorious professibn ; if he had 
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never been extended on the rack; if he had 
never called on his beloved country to think, 
amidst her victories, on his captivity, and to 
avenge his unmerited and cruel death. We 
fight against Bonaparte, and have been fight- 
ing against him, until more than one gene- 
ration of warriors has passed away. Yes, we 
are permitted to fight, but we must not attempt 
to dethrone him. He calls himself sacred ; we 
hold him so. We must not even interfere in 
his government, because it might irritate the 
French ! Is this the language of the eloquent 
and ardent Burke? Are these the maxims of 
him who is fantastically called “ the great 
statesman now no more,” the heaven-born 
minister?” Prove that you believe in the divi,- 
nity of his descent, by believing in the inspi- 
ration, or at least in the wisdom, of his coun- 
sels. He could not do what the elements have 

« ' 

done. He contended with the torrent of lava ; 
you trample on the scattered cinders. The 
population of France is exhausted. This is the 
great arithmetic of politicians. Three hundred 
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thousand extinct, three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand prisoners, in the space of twelve months. 
Neither exchequer nor conscription can repair 
these losses. The wildernesses of a vast nation 
wail aloud with them: her neighbours fiy from 
her, as under the ban of God, Yet we are to 
treat with delicacy, and approach with caution, 
a most insolent and ferocious band of robbers. 
If we really feel, or ought to feel, any respect 
for the French character, a character which the 
mardy English held ever in sovereign contempt, 
Jong before its rottenness lost the varnish that 
covered it, if we really do however feel respect 
or tenderness for a people so prostituted to all 
the most hideous forms of .tyranny, one after 
another, let us assist them to reassert the com- 
mon dignity of our nature, and to pour their 
vengeance on our common enemy. If we leave 
hitnawy of his conquests, if we leave him as 
large a territory as that with which Louis XIV 
conquered Alsace and a part of the Netherlands, 
will not he reconquer whatever be has lost? 
Shall we again be contented with an experi- 
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mental peace ? Shall we ever be able to make 
one of another kind, with a wretch so perfidious 
and remorseless ? The million of human lives 
which he has sacrificed to his ambition, demand 
his life: eternal justice demands it. What! 
shall we fight only until he consents to ex- 
change some stone walls for some sugar-planta- 
tions, and throws down the bag of horse-beans 
that he holds up against our coffee? What 
scoffs, what bitter scorn would Lord Chatham 
(no one can mistake the Lord Chatham 1 mean) 
pour forth against England, crouching from an 
elevation to which she never rose before, down 
to a degradation to which the united world could 
not reduce her ! W® never have compromised 
with crime : m'c never warred before against so 
foul and pusillanimous a criminal. Shall that 
contemptible faction, which could neither con- 
duct a vrar, nor preserve a peace, presume to 
set limits to our exertions and our enthusiasm ? 
Shall those who felt their superiority to it, in 
the midst of their reverses, both in abilities and 
in probity, contract a torpor, as they would do, 
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by joining hands with it? Shall they not rather 
pursue that policy to which they ascribe the 
renovation of our prosperity, and demand, as 
their powerful 'leader wouTd have dictated, 
“ indemnity for the past and security for the 
future?” if the power of France within its an- 
cient limits, and under its most dissolute and 
effeminate kings, was enough to threaten and 
disturb the whole continent of Europe, and ul- 
timately (as we have seen) to subjugate it, will 
you permit such a nation to letain an accession 
of strength, torn by perfidy and violence from 
our confederates and allies, and residing in the 
hands of a tyrant, who hath incessantly stalked 
forward from usurpation io usurpation ! You 
shew alacrity enough in enterprises in which 
the people second you reluctantly. Will you 
shew none where the quarrel is as much theirs 
as yours? Is this a sufficient reason for what 
you are pleased to call your moderation? “ We 
are not to meddle,” my Lord Castlereagh says, 
“ with that great and powerful country itself.” 
Why not? Has not that great and powerful 

c # ’ 
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country meddled with every other ? Is she not 
great and powerful, because she has done so^ 

Is it not lawful in all warfare, is it not expedient, 

* » 

and in our own power at presenf, to chastise 
aggressions, to avenge injuries ; and is not a se- 
vereandsignal retribution the surest guard against 
their recurrence? I am astonished at so pacific 
and soft a declaration; I am in consternation at 
such a dereliction of duty, as indeed it appears 
to me, from a man so brave and honourable as 
Lord Castlereagh. I am certain he would fen- 
counter the danger of instant death, to rescue 
any utter stranger, if he beheld him exposed to 
such cruelties and indignities, as Bonaparte 
hath inflicted on niany hundred thousands of 
the bravest and best among mankind. It is not 
the language of his heart; it is not the counsel 
of his understanding ; it is r ot the system he 
Vill follow. . If he should, the cries of millions 
unredressed, will sound for evcrjn his ears, 
amidst the sarcasms of thaj; profligate and de- 
graded crew, which no one in the gamtigg-house 
Is DOW desperate enough to lead, and no one in 
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the tavern is shameless enough to follow. Would 
it not, without all this, be enough to recollect, 
and receive no pleasure from, the unrivalled elo- 
quence of his departed friend ? He has long been 

. » 

without a competitor in the House of Com- 
mons: be is now without 'hn opponent. The 
tide of popular opinion never rose higher, and 
never rose less tumultuously. Until the present 
hour, indeed, the nation was never unanimous ; 
nor was there ever a time when the enemy hath 

suffered such sudden and terrible and reiterated 
» 

reverses. Unless we follow him up while we can, 
the spirit of England will be more broken than 
the spirit of France. We are driven no longer to 
expedients or experiments. The season for di- 
versions is over. We fight with surer weapons 
than finances. Refinements in policy seldom 
have succeeded with any people, and with us 
would be just as foolish as to substitute the 
rapier for the bayohst. Alacrity, and steadiness, 
and force, must do the busings ; a force, ac- 
tive, incessant, uhdiminished, and undivided. 
The further we advance, the further do we keep 
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the enemy from the resources of our allies, and 
the more is his recruiting-ground contracted. 
I see no reason to believe that the English of 
the present day would be averse from occupying 

f 6 

the same cities and fortresses that wer<^. con- 
quered by the Duke of Marlborough, or would 
think it less glorious or less just to conquer them 
from Bonaparte than from Louis. The rejgn of 
Queen Anne will not be looked back upon as 
the reign of inferiority or defeat. Even those 
who ultimately brought about a premature and 

t 

ignoble peace, never talked of consulting “ the 
feelings and the delicacy” of the French. Yet 
honorable sentiments then prevailed in France. 

and human society had acquired a polish and a 

€ 

grace, the traces of which are now to be found 
in only a few families. Certainly, since that 
epoch, civilization has been retrograde. “ The 
vallies have been exalted^ and the high places 
laid low,” equally to the detriment of both. 
But only one man, in modern times, hath founded 
a system of government on the abolition of po- 
lished letters for the education of youth, and on 
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a mental no less than a bodily dependence, of all 
classes, on 'the chieftain. The young men of 
England are not yet instructed in these rudi* 

i 

ments: the gramgiar of Attilajs not taught in 
our schools. We remember what we were with 
satisfaction, and feel with exultation what we 
arc. But the tide that carries us onward may 
overthrow us if we stop. We must fulfil the 
will of Heaven, so clearly manifested. We must 
restore to Holland the liberty we received from 
her# We must fix on an etet'n' l basis the peace 
and independence of every power in Europe. 
He who believes in the possibility of this, with- 
out the extinction of Bonaparte, has lost his 
intellects, as many have dome, by the sudden 
and overwhelming influx of good fortune. He 
1 will turn his eyes upon Experience, and drop 
them without liearing her voice, or recognizing 
her features. Such unhappy men are to be 
found, unquestionably; but there is not an ofii- 
cer of regulars, militia, or volunteers, who would 
not gladly fall into the rear of Prince Eugene: 
there is not a statesman, unless your Ho^icks 
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ttftd PoQsOnbys are catted so, who woutd not 
careftitly and zealously correct the blunders that 
crept into the Treaty of 0trecbt. Shall we a 
secohd time tea/* the laurels from the brow of 
Victory, and substitute a crown of thornl? Shall 
we toil as heeurtilyfo raise up again the Colds* 
BUS We have thrown down, as ever we toiled to 
demolish and subvert it ? Should we not, instead 
of soldering it up, efface the effigy, erase the 
Superscription, break it in pieces, throw it into 
the ffimaee^ and Ir^tore it to the nations from 
w'hose tribute^money it was cast, and affiidst 
'whose curses it strided over a “ aco troubles?** 

f. 

^ ft iscUriou's, thal we sbol^ki^ always ptrt into 
the form of questions the things that am the 
least questionable. The nation is unanimous: 
every man cries aloud, **f'et^thi8 war be the 
’last with Bonaparte..^^ Our manifesto ought to 
simply this::' OeHver up the usurper and his 
umipatidks; we%eetort to you the blessings of 
peace, your ancient lum and righ^, dpd three 
^hiwidred thmsand if yoat breikr^* Ati tk^ not 





worth oiie tjfrmif thfi moU. tj^aaiiaihk, 0l4, the 


UTTigE iir. 

# ^ 

By the Rom^n laws, jn a country where sla* 
very was tolerated, where indeed it was a cus- 
tom and an institution, and no family was with*, 
out the uses of it, citizeti '"■’ere commanded to 
rescue and protect a slave from the chastisement 
of an enraged master. According to the laws 
of Egypt, if any one saw a man attacked or rob- 
bed, and gaveiM>$UGCOur, he was condemned to 

death. 

« 

If such attenftfons were considered due to 
slaves and stingers ; if they were commanded 
by one nation not very bumape, and by another 
not celebrated for its freei^jm* ^w infinitely 
more imperative, at the pre|ent hour, are the 
dictates of reia^o, pf ho^qpr, and of policy, on 
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the allied sovereigns, to maintain the common 
rights of nations, and to assert the common dig- 
nity of man. Some monarchs have sought glory 
from war, some from the adtfrinistration of jus- 
tice, and some from the preservation of pe^ce. 

'T, ' 

But nothing that is vain can be glorious. If a 
war, however successful, shall have brought no 
accession of power qr freedom, .the blood ex- 
pended in it will have flowed in vain. To en- 
*gage in it with so futile a design, as merely to 
bind at last an Atheist with an oath, and an as* 
sassin with a piece of red tape, is just as foolish 
and as wicked, as it would be to discharge a can- 
non into a crowded market-place, for a jubilee, 
or to burn dowh part of a city for ^n illumination. 
No military despot, not even the one we are 
fighting, hath ever destroyed the commerce, or 
ever squandered away the lives'ofdais subjects, 
so wantonly. 

In this our war, for every man who is not a 
Frenchman may call it /iw, all the great objects ' 
fqtwhich wars should be undertaken, must be 
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attained at once, or all must be abandoned for 
ever. If the plunderer, the perjurer, the poisoner, 
should^ through weakness or baseness, be per- 
mitted to abscond, qew wars will certainly fol- 
low, and certainly not successful ones. For 
people will exert no zeal in defence of those pa- 
trons who have suffered their patrimony to fall 
into dilapidation. The rulers of the Continent, 
amidst their perpetual wars, have never waged 
any, m tinim, for the interests of their people, 
Sweden, who has produced more great kings 
than all the nations of Europe, has called to the 
succession of her throne a new Gustavus Adol- 
phus. Tliis illustrious man will hold together 
the confederacy, and, together with the Empe- 
ror of Uussia, will visit, with signal chastise- 
ment, the first defection. , Let us see w'hether 
the people, or whether their governors, are in- 
constant. All the successes that have been 
gained in Germany arise from the profound ha- 
tred in which the French character is holden, 

I H 

whenever time has been allowed foritsdevelope- 
ment. Cruelties and persecutions may be for- 
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given ; bodily wants and sufferings may be as- 
suaged ; but fraud and fallacy, once detected, 
are followed with incessant and unrelenting ha- 
tred ; not because they argue the depravity, but 

< t 

because they prove the insufficiency of those 
who have employed them ; because they force 
ns to acknowledge that we have been weaker 
than the weak, and because they have committed 
the most flagrant outrages on our dormant and 
unsuspicious self-love. 

The domestic who robs a house is punished 
more severely than the thief who steals into it 
from without Murder itself is viewed by the 
laws as more atrocious, and is prosecuted with 
a vengeance and a fury at which even war would 
shudder and shrink, when it is committed by that 
person whose affection (if institutions the most 
universal are founded upon reason, or if love 
springs from the bosom of nature) should be the 
most ardent and the most faithful. 

Such is thedelinquencyofNapoleon Bonaparte; 



I will not say first against Spain, but certainly 
there the most conspicuously ; both from the 
manifold and vast advantages he had derived 

from her alliance, and from the tremendous vicis- 

* 

situdes of the conflict, to which that glorious 
nation, as became her renown and dignity, rose 
up against her oppressor. Such are his repeated 
crimes in the various states of northern Italy ; 
to which, in the language of their poet, he made 
it appear that liberty, after too long an absence, 
ha!d at last returned. Let it be remembered by 
our own country, as well as by all others, that 
the independence of the Italian states received 
the solemn recognition of France ; and that the 
violation of this independcHcc was the prineijjal 
and determining motive of the war. There is a 
set of politicians, who talk of moderation, not 
only as good dnd laudable in itself, but as pecu- 
liarly due to the feelings of the French : and this 
moderation is to be exercised, it seems, by ab- 
staining from all claims whatsoever on the resti- 
tution of their rapine and spoliations. On this 
principle, it was very delicate in the conven- 
tionists of Cintra, to load' their ships for them 
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with whatever they had plundered from the Spa- 
niards and Portuguese. Saints and coaches, and 
candlesticks, and crucifixes, and ear-rings, and 
shoe-buckles, and the miniatures that won the 
hearts, and the padlocks that preserved the trea- 
sury of the ladies, were boxed and nailed down, 
and directed, as the property of his Serene High- 
ness the Duke of Abrantes. Private and public, 
and consecrated property, was not held inviolable 
until it was sanctified by French confiscation. 
Respect was not due to alliances, reverence v/as 
not due to religion ; delicacy to the French su- 
perseded and suspended all other obligations. 
Is there not also a sort of delicacy due to the 
tender and the wounded conscience ? Perhaps 
not : I may be mistaken : but here I stand firmly, 
and adjure the regenerators and improvers of our 
old English maxims, that tf 3y will not allow 
their susceptibility to relax the state-morals of 
their forefathers, nor hold any thing more iloii- 
cate than justice. 

French feelings indeed! what are they? the 
feelings of wolves dn winter. Have not the 



wretches outstripped the halloo of every tatter 
demallion who has cracked his whip to the pack ? 
You would as wisely consult the tender appe- 
tite, and as safely stroke down the soft skins, of 
a menagerie of tigers. They are dejected, dis- 
comfited, subdued, and scattered : for the nations 
have risen up against them. Let them recover 
their former power and posture, as they will do, 
if the spirit of those nations be not seconded, and 
if their sufferings be not redressed ; let them, 
ajid you will never afterwards come forward with 
the prowess and the terrors which are now at 
your command. Your well-dressed ambassadors, 
and your ingenious state-papers, in which I must 
observe that the weakest governments and the 
worst causes have generally shone most, may be 
very much admired in the drawing-room, and at 
the breakfast- table; and you will have glorious 
opportunities of breeding up your children (I 
mean you who have seats in parliament) to the 
study of diplomacy ; but you will have lost for 
ever that bright pre-eminence on which you 
stand at present, and you must prepare the means 





of taxation for the support of indefinite and hope* 
less wars. 

To abolish the power of Bonaparte, you must 
abolish the genius which erected that power: 
and how can it be done but by the extinction 
of the individual ? We know the- exhaustion of 
France when he assumed the veins of govern- 
ment. Was it ever, or can we reduce it, lower ? 
If we can, are we certain we can reduce it to that 
pitch from which he cannot raise it again ? No, 
nothing is certain but that his extinction is ne- 
cessary for the repose and independence of Eu- 
rope : and nothing comes nearer to certainty, 
than that France, the .country which now suffers 
the most from him, will be among the most 
anxious and the most energetic, if called on, and 
assured of help, to dash him headlong from his 
elevation. Should it be otherwise, let her learn, 
that the Franks were not the first colony that* 
settled on her soil, nor the most powerful, nor 
the most worthy. 
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LETTER IV. 

The Whi^s, I understand, li|^e lovers too pas* 
sionate, are in a cruel dilemma between their 
tenderness and their ardour. Sometimes they 
would not pi'css too far such a high-minded and 
generous people as the French: next minute 
they tell us that ministers arc wasting our strength 
and money most deplorably, by their languor 
and ^delays- Will neither story do ? Will no- 
body listen ? Was ever beneficence so abused ! 
were ever poor creatures, in the last cries and 
struggles of debility, so unpitied and neglected? 

Honest men, I confess, have generally in the 
present ’times an aversion to the Whig faction ; 
not because it .is suitable, either to honesty or 
understanding, to prefer the narrow principles of 
the opposite party, but because in every country 
lax morals wish to be, and arc, identified with 
public freedom, and because in our own a few 
of the very best have been found in an associa- 

1 ) 
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tion with all the very worst. This raises their 
indignation. They ill endure to see the liberal 
and ingenuous, those whose warm hearts court 
society, and arp anxious that the world should 
be governed by the wisest and the most virtuous, 
bound by a factitious honour, in subordination 
to a league of six or seven families, tugging at a 
galley which is never to leave the shore, further 
than conduces to the petty tralTic, or the pusilla- 
nimous recreation, of these masters. 

• 

Whenever the Tories have deviated from their 
tenets, they have enlarged their views, and ex- 
ceeded their promises. The Whigs have always 
taken an inverse poursc. Whenever they have 
come into power, they have previously been 
obliged to shift those maxims, and to temporize 
with those duties, which they had not the 
courage either to follow or to renounce. The 
character of Lord Rockingham gave them a re- 
spectability, and the genius of Burke added a 
splendour, which have long since utterly passed 
away : and the nation sees at last, that nothing 
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is more unsound and perishable than what is 
founded on an oligarchy of gamesters and adven- 
turers. Those who constituted themselves the 
guardians of the people’s rights, have been driven 
from the charge of tliem for malversation : and^ 
what shews how utterly they were detested 
and abjured, the property of Englishmen is 
thrown down at the mercy of people whose re- 
sponsibility, they tell us plainly, lies entirely 
and solely among themselves; and who are 
watched only by a race made active from the 
hunger that keeps them out of doors. The 
leader of these, if ever they acknowledge one, is 
usually some young i)erson whom good fortune 
alone has rendered discontented. He counte- 
nances and supports his uncourtly sycophants, 
with little satisfaction, and less gratitude. They 
discover by degrees, that he becomes the more 
restive the more he is patted and pampered, and 
that to curry him is as dangerous as to catch 
and halter him. He also finds, that although 
there is something animating in the bustle and 
shouts of throwing off, there is more to vex and 
d9 
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harass, in the spurring, and the thorns, and the 
mire, of tlie pursuit. The gentleman soon re- 
tires from public dinners ; indignant that similar 
professions should give a simijar and truly a joint 
claim, to some haranguing shopkeeper, on the 
bursts of applause, the clinking of glasses, and 
other regalia of equal value, which he fancied his 
own in perpetuity, as sovereign oflhe shambles. 
To complete his disgust, he retires at last under 
•an unjust suspicion of altered or wavering prin- 
ciples. Little know the licentious crowd that 
never was he more out of humour with his ad- 
versaries, than for thrusting him among such 
friends. 

These brightening and bracing days, these 
breezes of health and renovation, blovv away all 
foppery, and bring the inst active and certain 
remedy against all fastidiousness. In the per- 
petual effervescence of society, sometimes the 
crimes are uppermost, a.id sometimes the follies. 
The latter of these seasons is neither the har- 
vest-time nor the harrowing-time of the poli- 
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tician, but the vintage of the moralist. He sits by 
himself in the chequered arbour of life: the light 
and luxuriant foliage flaps around him : he looks 
down complacently on the basin of froth beneath 
him: he chooses the most prominent bubble: 
he blows it into the air, and watches its course 
and colours as it rolls and rises. Some burst 
sooner, some later; all, however, hurst; yet all 
afford, in their frail generations, a little pastime 
to the idle, a little derision to the stupid, and 
perhaps more than £t little reflection to the con- 
siderate and wise. Every man is amused by the 
offspring of vanity, although no man ever ac- 
knowledged his own children by that mother. 
We must not indulge at jwsent in the comedy 
of life, in the leisure of speculation, or even in 
the tranquillity of contempt. Whoever is not 
with us, is against us ; and it is equally criminal 
to desert from the rear guard as from the ad- 
vanced. 

It would be pleasant, at any other time, to 
observe here the spirit and energy, there thesa- 
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gacity and deliberation, of tho»e, who, ashamed 
as they justly might be, to bear the name of 
Whig, renounced it for that of Foxite. If we 
had not witnessed the achievements of these 
heroes at Constantinople and Alexandria, we 
might form some conception of them from thcip 
speeches and their writings. Self-sufficiency 
hath always been insufficiency. 

The last of our factions is now humbled to the 
dust : yet, unhappily, those who have beeiircen- 
sured by it for doing too little, seem ready to 
sit down and enjoy their triumph over this charge, 
and resolved, at all events, not to be reviled for 
doing at last too .much. The hand of govern- 
ment never was so powerful as at present ; not 
in breaking down our laws and liberties, not in 
gusts of eloquence, but in ihe spirit of all ranks 
and conditions of men, against the inveterate 
enemy of our country. A minister in these 
limes requires no more abilities than a market- 
woman. We have collected, we have disci- 
plined, and we pay a mighty force : to render it 
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all eCBcient, and to direct it against one point, 
until there is nothing to resist it, or until it is^ 
driven back, is our only policy. To treat, to 

temporize, would be infatuation. Say only to 

• • 

the French, “ abandon Bonaparte, restore your 
conquests, and peace is concluded. You pro- 
posed that the conqueror should cede nothing : 
we accepted the challenge, and will keep the 
conditions.” 

I see no danger ia exertion ; I see much, even 
yet, in relaxation. We must demand Bonaparte as 
the Homans demanded Hannibal. Indeed we 
must follow in more than one instance the sys- 
tem of that wise republic. What it was we know 
thoroughly ; those who do not, may refer to a 
clear exposition of it in the commentary on the 
first books of l^ivy. We seem to reject it with 
as much jealousy, as we rejected the civil code 
of the later empire. The word system is men- 
tioned with contempt by us ; it is confounded 

with theory, but in fact it is the very contradis- 

« 

tinction. In politics that is a system which hath 
stoody that is a theory which is proposed to stand. 
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Now is the time to act effectively. By the 
violent disruption of soci(;ty, and hy the levelling 
pressure of universal subjugation, a solidity is 
given to the nations of the (;Oiitineiii ; as the 
sands of the sea are compacted and hardened by 
the recent wave. 


LETT'ER V. 

Lord Liverpool, in declaringthat he “would 
not ask any thing from our enemies, which we 
ourselves in similar ciicuinstances would refuse/’ 
at once places England in the same situation as 
Bonaparte hath placed I’rance. Let us examine, 
by what necessity or on what principle of justice. 
We never have been in similar circumstances, 
and never can be. We never have occupied 
with our troops the capitals of the continent ; 
we never have confiscated their money ; we 
never have burned their merchandize ; we never 
have driven the horses and oxen from their towns 
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and villaj^es ; we never liave forced away their 
artisans and labourers from the loom and from 
the plough ; we never have marched otF in hand- 

cutl’s their students from the universities: we 

• • ' 

never have condemned to a cruel death those 
writers who gave intelligence to our disadvan- 
tage ; We never have violated our treaties with 
their governors, -nor overturned the governments 
at oiir pleasure. The conduet, mind, and temper 
of the two nations, are altogether so dissimilar, 
that it is not only puerile and trifling, but base 
and wicked, to imagine ourselves “ in similar 
circumstances.” Whence can such imagina- 
tions proceed, but from some latent disposition 
to act as I'i’anee bath dyne ; or from some ad- 
mission at least that we might have acted so, or 
may’ so act hereafter ? 

• 

We have the clearest right, a right unques- 
tionable even by our enemy himself, to demand 
from the French people such terms as Bonaparte 
would have demanded from us. What they are, 
we know to a certainty; both from his conduct to- 
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ward every other nation, and from his menaces 
to ourselves. We know that he, like the Romans, 
makes every people pay the cxpcnces of his war 
against it: and indeed to act otherwise is folly. 
We know also that his wars have been unjust. 
If he hath extorted from others the sums neces- 
sary to subjusrate them, when hostility was ma- 
nia -fly most ini(|uitous, what .can he more in- 
dispiital.'lr than that wr, viso insist that wc 
have both policy and e(juiiy on our side, should 
demand at least as mach I'rom -our adversary. Jf 
we forgive the French the liorrrble cruelties they 
have both committed and excited against our 
neighbours and allies; if w'e forgive them the 
prohibition of our coinmerce and the acciimula- 
tioM of 0111 taxes ; if we forgive them the slaugh- 
ter ol' two or three hundred thousand men; the 
ruin of triple that number, the poverty of millions, 
the misery and broken hearts which are equally 
out of sight and out of calculation ; do we not 
forgive a great deal more iian ever yet was for- 
given by the victorious ? a great deal more than 
ever was alleged as a legitimate cause of war ? a 
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great deal more than first aroused in us such en- 
thusiasm and unanimity against them ? a great 
deal more than would arm us afresh for the con- 
flict, even in the bosom of peace, even in the 

• • 

hour of affliction and calamity? yes, infinitely 
more than is sufficient to urge into resistance and 
rebellion, even the humblest, t)jo m<.»'kest, the 
most hopeless, ol the oppressed, lias Lord Li. 
verpool ever made, or attempted to make, a cal- 
culation of the losses we alone have sustained by 
tjie war? In taxes, in debt, in privation and di- 
minution of trade, does it not exceed one thou- 
sand millions ? What profits ought one hundred 
thousand sailors alone to have brought to their 
employers in the space of twenty years ? In re- 
compence for all these, if we must forswear the 
practice of the Romans, and of every other great 
and powerful nation, and are determined to carry 
on our own shoulders, and to throw afterwards 
on the shoulders of our children, the burdens 
imposed on us by the vanquished, we shall re- 
quire that they deliver up the rapacious and in- 
satiable plunderer, for whose sole benefit these 
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wrongs and robberies were committed ; and that 
they institute such a system of national police as 
will render a repetition of them impossible. ln« 
stead of rendering France a country not desirable 
or fit to live in, a condition to which llonaparte 
declared he would reduce Great Britain, let each 
party keep at a peace what neither could recover 
by war. This is the calm proposal of our enemy, 
suggested as the basis of pacification. He ac- 
knowledged it fair and equitable. What was jus- 
tice then, cannot be injustice r>ow. We accept 
the new French measure, which he has forced 
into our hands, and we will fill it up even to a 
kiliogram. 


LETTER VI. 

Those princes who help lo remove, or coun- 
tenance the removal of, the landmarks to inter- 
national polity, and bring their subjects into the 



field under the pretext of restoring and fixing 
them, teach a lesson of injustice on the broad 
tablet of instruction now adopted so generally in 

this country. It is impressed by the stronger 

• • 

on the weaker, and is quickly taken up by all 
ages and conditions. Whatever king punishes 
a criftie after pardoning those of Bonaparte, and 
possessing the power of avenging them, is guilty 
of gross injustice. He pretends to seek indem- 
nity and security : on this pretence he calls a 
portion of his pqople from their families and oc- 
cupations, and demands a contribution from the 
rest. All accede to his proposal, because they 
consider that he will lay out their money to their 

advantage. Those who take the field, believe 

• 

that the days deducted from their labour will be 
compensated in the additional value of their pos- 
sessions, by the stability which will have accrued 
to these from such exertions. If, for any acces- 
sion of territory, or any other personal conve- 
nience, he shall forego the interests of his owm 
people, and shall squander their substance and 
their lives, he must sacrifice by this blind ambi- 



tion not only tlie physical but the moral power 
of bis empire, and will probably see his new 
allies on a visit not of ceremony at his capital. 
It is easier to lose a friend than a rival : those 

« I 

w hom he has driven to a compromise, will never 
be much more delicate with him, than those 
\i'hom he has betrayed. 

“ Not only are they tyrants,” says Thucy- 
dides, “ who reduce others to slavery, but they 
also who can repress the violence and will not.” 

The Emperor of Germany is bound by oath to 
preserve the established laws under the rqwe- 
sentatm system. “ Leges latas custoditurum, 
publica publico consilio curaturum.” He nei- 
ther is anointed nor receives the sword of state, 
before he answers the archbis^'op in. the affirma- 
tive to these questions. “ Whether he will not 
defend the church ? whether he will not admi- 
nister justice ? whether he will not protect the 
widow, the orphan, and all who shall deserve 
commiseration.” (Steidan. lib. 1. 1 1.) The princes 
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and othet rejlresentatives of the empite mal^je 
the same promise. By breaking it, they abdi- 
cate their authority. The Emperor of Germany 

caunot assume that dignity on the same terms as 

« • 

he chose to entitle himself the Emperor of 
Austria. Unless he both swears to do and does, 
what ’the ancient constitutions of Germany re- 
quire from him,, he may be and ought to be de- 
throned as an usurper. Europe has not shed 
her blood for any half dozen of her families. 
She hath shed i,t, that all her thrones may be 
founded on laws, and all her laws on equity : 
she hath' shed it, that revolutions may never 
more be deemed glorious or desirable. What 
hath been forcibly taken by Bonaparte iro.i; ti.e 
states and free cities of Germany, must be re- 
stored, to the value of the last fartliing, else 
justice is not administered, else the widow, the 
orphan, and many thousands more who deserve 
commiseration, from the rapacity and ferocity of 
the French, will not have been avenged nor re- 
dressed. Unless this is done completely, there 
is no Emperor of, Germany : for only on these 
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cpnditions can that eminent functionary be 

elected. Let those who, in the beginning of 

the French revolution, shewed such zeal against 

all innovation, shew it now, where innovation is 
* • 

most dangerous ; let those who know the value 
of old customs, insist on the return of them to 
the palace, where old customs are most' vene- 
rable, Thrones can be secure only while king* 
doms are independent ; for who will defend that 
by which he never was protected ? A country is 
not much the dearer to me bepause I moisten it 
with the sweat of my brow, nor a sovereign be- 
cause I have the honour of paying into his trea- 
sury a quarter of my possessions. I want some- 
thing more and better, to excite my enthusiasm 

I 

and to retain my affections. I must be certain 
that neither I, nor any one of ray family or 
friends, shall be murdered, or robbed, or impri- 
soned, or even insulted, with impunity. Such 
are the oaths of sovereigns, in the presence of the 
Almighty, before they can officiate. He who 
violates his oath, breaks also the oath of allegi- 
ance to all his subjects; and he who takes not 
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the one, has no claim upon the other. The Em- 
peror of Germany is restored when he has re- 
stored the constitution of Germany, arjd re- 
dressed her grievances. Until* he hath do.i ■ so, 
his imperial robes are a fancy-dress, fit only for 
one gal?i night. 


LEtTER VII. 

Every man is looking over his map, and 
tracing with his pencil the boundaries of France. 
Some give less, and some allbw more, but all are 
fond oihomding. The prettiest of these bound- 
aries, and the most delightful to. the indulgence 
of generosity, are the Alps, the Pyrenees, the 
sea, and the Rhine. Such are precisely what 
wise French politicians would desire for France, 
and what, for the same reason, a wise English 
politician would most ^trepuously contend that 
the never should obtain, ' Those who would 



willingly make France so charmingly compact, 
bear as much hatred to the French character as 
any other men. To inflict a jtist and deadly pu> 
nishment, for her« manifold and most atrocious 

crimes, they are willing enough that such a mon- 

\ 

Iter as Bonaparte should be permitted to roam 
at large over her territories. We, however, 
whose eyes are unblinded by passion, must per- 
ceive that the power over them would extend, 
and, in no moderate degree, over m: that, by 
opening to Bonaparte an insurance-office against 
all losses in war, we leave him the option, and 
present to him the encouragement, to diminish 
our means, and to increase the pressure of our 
taxation. Depend* upon it, he requires no 
bontts to keep us in perpetual disquiet and war- 
fare. This system, if he^ retains one rood of em- 
pire, willbeof equal durationwith bis existence. 
Js it possible (1 appeal to every man in bis 
senses) that Europe can enjoy security, or rest 
at peace one year, if threh hundred thousand 
soldiers, now prisoners in foreign countries, are 
placed again under his standard ? It is not wise,. 
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to say, “ We have conquered them, and 
should conquer them again/' We vanquished 
them, as it were, in detachments: they are the 
produce of succes*sive conscriptions. Brave as 
are the armies, of our allies, indignant as they 
are at injuries, and elated with success, if all 
these French soldiers joined th^r regiments at 
once, the united armies would be annihilated. 
Yet can we ever hope tO see again (or, alas ! 

much longer) such unanimity, such enthusiasm ? 

1 

Remember there is a Power among the rest, 
which will too certainly, when it has gratified 
its ambition, check the spirit of insurrection 
against France ; a Power under which both li- 
bertyand genius have always languished. Her 
jealousy, of Russia is equal to her dread of 
France : and with Russia she has no affinity.— . 
For these reasons, we must instantly cease to do 
what we have always done' hitherto. We must 
throw away the paddle, and hoist tlie sails ; for 
we are no longer in calm water. The comfort- 
able talk of husbanding oUr resources,*’ must 
be interrupted." In a little tinae, by the nature 

s S 



OjF thia|[s, therq n^ust be dissection ancjl, diffi* 
dgnce. Let us do every thing we propose to do, 
while the force is whole and together, whil^ tb? 
spirit is one and the same. Six CROOths of ac- 
tive warfare, with all our heart and all our 
strength* will complete the task. If we manage 
a^d modify, w^^inay fight another twenty years, 
and leave off where we begiin : but we must not 
be surprised to find at*our return, as Ulysses did, 
that our wealth is consumed, and that our 
houses are occupied by the swineherd am) tht 
beggar. 


letter VIII. 

i 

Rom AX TIC miojjs are opw become the most 
reasonable. ’A little while ago, what sen- 
sible man cared a straw for the family of Bour- 
bon. At present, n^hat sensible man is tbate 
who does not cordially wish their restora- 
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tion ? If Louis XVIII. wilt erect his standard 
in the South of Fratjce, and the Emperor of 
Russia will authorize him to declare that the 
French prisoners shall return to their country 
on his accession to the throne, a bloodless revo- 
lution will instantly terminate a most sanguinary 
war. It*is only in this way that the captives can 
be restored to theis native land with safety to 
the neighbouring states. Those who dijfier 
from my opinion, must allow that their release 
and delivery to'thepKsent Ruler, will require, at 
all events, an immense and ruinous anded force, 
to be constantly kept up, both on the frontier 
and in this kingdom. The Bourbons, if re-esta- 
blished, must conciliate the ^Sections and obe- 
dience of their people, by taking and continuing 
a line of policy far different. Whether the French 
are likely to be more or less happy by a change, 
is a question, I think, easily solved, but, reason- 
ing as politicians, quite indifferent^to us. Ha- 
tred and love have no place at the signature of 
treaties. One only object is held worthy of con- 
sideration: the durability of ildv^hhigc. Roan* 
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parte will exercise, and perhaps is now exercis- 
ing, his usual, arts of corruption. To ima^ne, 
that in such a variety of characters, there are 
none whom he can intimidate or seduce, would 

• e 

be to form such a magnificent image of human 
nature, as we never shall find a basis to support. 
What he can do, we cannot. He would not 
drown himself for the dominion of the ocean.— 
We cannot offer more than empire. There was 
indeed a time when the Directory was accces- 
sible to bribery, ,as was proved in the notorious 
case of the American Commissioners. But the 
Directors had foiled the attacks of our Minister* 
He would not gratify the individuals ; else he 
might easily have^ negotiated the evacuation of 

p 

Holland, without any e.\penditure of human 
lives, and probably with less money than sup- 
ported our war-establishment one single week. 
The alleged and legitimate object of the war 
would have been attained, to the satisfaction and 
joy, no less of the French themselves, than of 
the English and of the Dutch. An event so 
desirable would have invested the Directory with 
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popularity,' power, and confidence ; and our 
minister would have kept his word, both to the 
nation and to the allies. But these Directors 
had ridiculed his financial speculations; and, 
what is worse, experience had shewn the justice 
of their ridicule: they hi^d first held him at^arms’ 
length;' they had afterwards thrown him into 
the mire; and ^e struck the most furiously 
when he had no longer an object to strike at. 

We now discover that a fall of snow may do 
more mischief to an enemy than a fall of the 
funds. Blit this would not have done alone. — 
It was by pressing on every calamity, by seizing 
on every advantage, by allowing no respite, no 
parley, that aggression was turned into flight, 
and denunciations were lost in dismay. 
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LETTER IX. 

Bonaparte has declared, and published in 
the Moniteur, to all nations, that " the union of 
HolUmd to Ffance is tks necessary consequence of 
the union of Belgium** And again, that “ the 
Qseociaiion of the Batavians with their brothers in 
Belgium, ought to be the first of their wishes, the 
most pressing of their wants** 

f 

Like the hero described by Voltaire, contrary 
to his intention, more ludicrously than truly : 

R forgo” tes Frangais & devenir heureux. 

He has also forced on oth^ people a great 
number of “ pressing wants.” But now, « the 
first of their wishes” have been amply gratified, 

9 ^ ■' 

•and something from the “"pressure of their 
wants” hath been removed, they begin to look 

" ilr 

around for whkt is missing, and to inquire whe- 
ther this eclectic philosopher has not taken too 
much for his lessons. They would willingly 



give him his cloak and his tablets again, for 
some of those trifles he has picked up in their 
houses. He must restore all. England has a 
right to retain what she won by war. But hav- 
ing now acknowledged Holland as her ally, she 
.must assist her to recover what has been seized 
by Erance, and appfepriated under false pre- 
tences. War, it has often been said, is a game 
of chance, in w'hich the governors are the play- 
ers, and the things governed are the sta^e. Bo- 
naparte, with the consent and applause of all 
classes in France, played for the whole conti-' 
nent against his empire; and every Frenchman 

^ A 

took a share in the bank. After all sorts of 
packing, and shuffling, and tricking, to say no- 
thing of mixing drugs of a soporific quality in 
the cakes and wine, he has lost all he played 
for. Yet we have such respect for his dexte- 
rity, such confidence in his honour, and such 
venemtion for his goodness of heart, that we 
not only think of giving him back whatever he 
laid down, but also a great part of what he failed 
to win* nnd wfiat, as, belonging to others, we 
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have no right to dispose of in any manner, with- 
out first obtaining their consent. Yet, besides 
all this, we sweep the board for him, lift the 
Oandlesticks, and make him a present of the 
Card-money. ‘ 

• 

The English are the only people in the uni- 
verse that ever played, voluntarily, this losing 
game. They sit down to it quietly, night after 
night, to the astonishment of their observers, the 
despair of their friends, and the derision of their 

f 

iidversaries. 


LETTER X. 

t 

In giving so violent a shock to France, Eu- 
rope herself must receive no gentle one. There 
will, probably, be yet a long vibration before 
there is an equilibrium. Denmark and Saxony 
are forfeited. These are sufficient to indemnify 
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the minor belligerents ; and the two more pow- 
erful will be amply rewarded, by humbling the 
only nation, and subverting the only potentate, 
formidable to their greatness. The terms of 
peace proposed by Lord Liverpool are? merely 
speculative, and leave him all desirable latitude 

i * 

of e’!xp!anation. The confederates on the con- 
tinent shew none of that sickly and imbecfle 
delicacy, which is more suitable to lovers than 
to enemies. They will demand, in some shape 
or other, ati equivalent for all the spoliations 
authori;4ed by the French government, and all 
the wanton mischief committed by its armies. 
Unless they fulfil this duty, they will have be- 
come more criminal than Bonaparte. They 

• 

will have acted against an express and formal 
compact with their people. He has entered 
into no compact with Frenchmen. His power, 
relative to France, is commensurate with his 
will : his constitution was planned by himself, 
without any concurrence or consultation, and 
presented to .them under fixed bayonets. He 
ql^served to Ferdinand, the captive King of 
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Spain, how naturally men would avenge them- 
selves for the homage that was exacted/ 

We must remember, and bear constantly in 

c * 

mind, that other rights and interests, besidel 
our own, are equajly to be defended. The ba- 
lance of Europe tinust be restored and hxed. 
There must be an efficient counterpoise to 
France. If she retains a population of twenty 
millions, which it would be against all political 
precedent for conquerors to permit, the confede- 
rate States of Germany shoisld amount to thirty 
millions. Twenty in one government are equal 
to thirty in several. He knows little of the 
Germans, who knows not the antipathy of every 
principality to its neighbour. We ought not to 
imagine that the House of Austria^ will always 
be friendly to their liberties. On the contrary, 
we must recollect that she has diminished, if 
not destroyed, the privileges of every nation she 
has governed. It required the most wanton 
and outrageous wrongs to incline the people 
of’ the Netherlands to ihe side of France; 
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a moral aod religious race, in all respects 
the opposite of the French. If Belgium, and 
Venice, and the Milanese, and Tuscany, and 
Parma, are recovered, they* should be strength- 
ened by such an accession of territory, and sqch 
confederacies, as may defend them from the 
collusions and compromises of Austria and 
France. But th*e power most to be strengthened 

is Sardinia. We are not only to provide an in- 

* * 

demnity for the loss of dominion so many years; 
we are not only ‘to give a narrow line of coast, 
bordering Piedmont, and an island so poor as. 
Corsica. No ; the dominions of this potentate 
must be made strong enough to form an eternal 
barrier for the defence of-Italy. 

% 

Italy, who invented the balance of power, 
•hould receive the benefit of her invention. 
Something of this kind existed in the States of 
Greece. But to recover and institute it anew, 
is as glorious as to devise, and merits the name 
of invention, as much as the preserver of a 
state merits the title of founder or father. Ma- 



chiavel) io speaking of the Italian league, Says, 
“ These potentates had two principal views; 
one, that* no foreigner should enter Italy in arras ; 
the other, that none of the prin'ces, or states, 
should attempt an increase of territory.” In 
reading the Italian authors, from the time of 
Dante to the present, one eternal tone of sorrow, 

r 

mixed with indignation, murmurs in our ears, 
against the commotions raised, and the barba- 
rism spread around, by foreigners. Petrarch 
and Michael Angelo stand only in the middle of 
the mournful train, and men of tempers and 
pursuits the roost dissimilar, but united by genius 
and virtue, fill up the whole interval between these 
and Alfieri. Not only the charters of cities, but 
the academies of the learned, have^een invaijed 
I)y the “ boreal scettro^ 

r 

The last piece of insolence a foolish tyrant can 
commit, is to meddle with I'terdry associations. 
To alter or modify their forms, to appoint or 
xecommend their members, is, of all presump- 
tion and usurpation, the most arrogant and in- 
tolerable. 
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If our statesmen had ever seen the magnihcent 
cities of northern Italy, they could not but re- 
flect on the causes both of their splendour and 
their decline. .Bonaparte, tjie cause of more 
mischief and misery than any one European 
that ever lived, was not, however, the cause of 
their ruin. They lost the keystone of their 
greatness when they lost their independence. 
While they retained it, every pressure strength- 
ened them; every shock, without it, threatens 
their dissolution. »Among the many great bless- 
ings, which ■ we have reason to expect at the 
conclusion of the war, is a confederacy of the 
Italian States: but unless thp republicans raise 
up their heads again, unless the people drive all 
intruders from amongst them, unless Italians 
govern Italy, peace will return without happi- 
ness, and the arts without glory. 
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LETTER XV 

t » 

The friends and supporters of every ad- 
ministration have constantly been charged with 
the propagation and patronage of arbitrary prin- 
ciples. A love of order, and i respect for the 
government of our country, are ineonsistent, one 
would imagine, with liberal sentiments and en- 
lightened views. At last, hovlever, we seem to 
have arrived at the period, when every faction 

hath been convicted of unsteadiness and incon- 

% 

stancy, and is heartily glad of some fair excuse 
fpr ceasing to look its opponent in the face. All 
eyes are now turned towards a spectacle sublime 
and new : a spectacle in whiSh A^ctory, although 
incessant and eiicreasing splendours’ are thrown 
upon her from every quarter of the horizon, 
claims only a subordinary station. The con- 
' junction of all the great powers that govern the 
world, brought about by moral necessity, and 
l$eir regular procession to the same point in the 



same period, i^n event which, a little while 
ago, uo experience and no signs would have en- 
couraged us to calculate. On seeing it before 
us, the first and most obvious Question is, what 
will be the effect of this combination on the 
polity of Europe? This is far more important 
than whether an old or a new dynasty shall be 
established in France. Although I am of opi- 
nion that the hopour of the French nation, if 
any honour is yet left in it, is concerned most 
intimately and vitally, in bunging to justice an 
usurper who hath subverted her laws, a mur- 
derer who hath slaughtered her citizens, and a 
deserter who hath abandoned her armies, m every 
great defeat^ yet, as an Englishman, I am per- 
fectly indifferent whether this military Marat 
die by the dagger of a Charlotte Corday, or by 
the axe of a Fonquier Tinville. He who places 
himself beyond the laws, is outlawed by his own 
subscription, So self-evident is this, it is rather 
a truism than an axiom. But it well becomes 

* 

those great sovereigns, who have so often labour- 
ed in vain to establish the peace of Europe, to 
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consider well ahd maturely, wh'Hher police ca» 
be lasting while France is governed by NajJOlctiif 
Bonaparte: whether, in signing any fresh treaty 
for that purpose, they c£fh receive stronger as- 
surances of its permanency and inviolability, 
than they received on the signature of the first, 
or last, or intermediate one. The Holy Ghost 
has never descended in the fi$hn<of a dove to the 
adjurations of Napoleon. It is no less impiety 
than folly, to call God to witness what you be- 
lieve will be futile: it is^ both in letter and 
spirit, to take his name in vain. 

With us, indeed, the firuits of victory have 
usually been perishaljle in proportion to their 
sweetness. Our pleasure seems to have been 
in making the iUKtrifice w^pugl^t to have exact- 
ed ; in laying the olive-branch* under our pil- 
lows, as servant gftls wOiild do; to prolong our 
sluinbers, or to embetfish’ gn# diversity our 
dreams. If generosity is’ due* to our enemies, is 
it due to our enemies <kly? If Napoleon bath 
given us the greatest latitdde for it, by detaininj^ 



OMr fricpds retires io France, after the 
most solemn assurances of their liberty and 
safety ; if he hath courted our forbearance, oc 

t 

conciliated our good offices, by murdering and 

^ • f 

torturing the captains of our navy, yet some- , 
thing is also due towards their families. 1 ant 
ashamed to acknowledge, that I know not whe- 
ther Captain W^igjb|l hatji left, to b^iUQan his 
captivity and cruel death, a sop of brother; but 
what shame, what grief, vfhat ipdignatioii should 
1 suffer, if in anpther lyar, after the peace of 
another year, one of these, by the chances of 
battle, should fall into the hands of the tyrant, 
and be doomed, as he would be, to 611 up that 
measure of splitary woes which agony shook 
down for his kinsman, amidst the guards we re- 
equipped, and pppp^he rack ^ restored, as a 
heir-loofflof themonarchy, ip it trup^pr is it false, 
that Bonaparte has cpmmitte|i aj^inst every one 
of the allied pdwe^, Actions which, according to 
the laws of theircountry, are punishaWe.by death ? 
Is there any thing in his previous good ccuiduPt 
Vhich qould plead fbr |avptir thp most 

‘ ^ 1 8. 
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lenient judge? Would not every one, of these 
sovereigns condemn capitally, even the highest 
and most favoured subject, who sliould have 
committed a thousandtH part of the crimes 
which this tyrant hath perpetrated, and threatens 
still to perpetrate ? Are bis motives irresistibly 
urgent? Is his authority unquestionably legiti- 
mate ? Do they pardon him because he assumes 
their rank an<f statipn, and uses their forms and 
phraseology? They would unquestionably then 
forgive the piracies and naurders, if such were . 
cbmmitted on their subjects, of Petion or Chris- 
tophe, or of any corsair on the coast of "Malabar : 
they would excuse, a villain who should have 
set fire to a town, because he had acted the part 
of Mahomet or Julius* Cebr in a barn. Cannot 
a man be a scoundrel in a cfoWn as well as in a 
red cap? Are the manners, tne^orals, the prin- 
ciples, of this fellow changed, is there even any 
difference in his stature; orchis complexion^fcom 
biti assumption of power to the death of* Piche- 
gru, or from that period to the dissolution of 
Jd^au? Do princes then, tremble because.^hi'i 
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shadow is like theirs? or, what is weaker stilly 
do they love and cherish him, because in all his 
shifts and chaijwes, from among the bundles 
of the stage-waggon at hferseilles to the em- 

i * 

braces of Cambacers at the Thuilleries, he has 
constantly, to the utmost of his power, rendered 
the names of king and emperor hateful or con- 
temptible ? He ‘never forgives, nor, conscious of 
his atrocities, believes that he can ever be for- 
given. In this temper of mind and posture of 
• circumstances, he flics to4he oracles of Machia- 
vel, of all oracles the least fallible, and will com- 

ft 

promise with his enemies until he can disunite 
and destroy them. He has not had leisure to 
read much ; but he has had sagacity to read and 
study what is most conducive to his purposes. 
An attentive perusal and a right understanding 

of two excellent books, have enabled a petty of- 

< 

fleer of artillery to confound all the wisdom and 
baflUe all the energies of the world. The Pr{nc$ 
of Machiavel and the Polybius of Folard, are 
the cup and wand of thjs Comus. A just com- 
prehension of them will guard prudent met 
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’•gaittift most of the errors which have8tten‘^coim- 
toitted by the great politicians and great soldiersof 
our days. Butargumeuts are not necessary toshew 
them in w hat manri^jr this insolent and sanguinary 
outlaw should be tl'hated ; or in what manner he 
will treat those wheat present can crush him, if 
they Weakly or treacherously permit him to 
escape. Kings and statesmen will rather endure 
any insult, than lisfteri to those who entreat and 
implore them to look info history for guides. 
They consider if a relaxatfon fo their studies; 
and nof as a rule to their conduct, .Yet every 
thing that ckn occur, has occurred. Events may 
receive, frdiii the'ages and countries that produce 
them, some Slight shades of colour, some few 
modifications of form ; bdfc thc-seeds of them are 

i • 

imperishable, and exist thi^Oughout the world; 
a thousand and a thousand times have they ger- 
minated and died down again, wherever there 
are rival nations, wherever Aere are discordant 
interests, in short, wherever there are infirmities 
and wants.’'' "The wise and contemplaflV^tnan, 
^’^ctHrerand eneigetic, will find as thuch aa is 
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If those* have &iled the . most , remarkably, ' >^ho> 
have left upon the megiory of their countrymen 
the most pipfound . impressions c^ . their elo« 
quence, which even thec|h>t^st4a^city <^ni)ot 
always distinguish hrom true wisdom, it. was. by 
following the pas^on of the. moment rather than 
the precepts of* experience rpther .by intending 
to some whisper from an^aginary and illusory 
genius of their own^ eNerviog those re- 
corded and pdain dictates, fvhich stand eminmtt 
above ,the flight of lime* andhaye been erected 
and emblazoned ,'at^ist^t. interfEijls, by a suc- 
cession of Qidions ipuzed^o v^aethiiity by war^ 
and lighted to, poliqy calamities. 


LETTER Xn. 

AecoRoiN* to my yiew of the snl^t, the 
future state o| Eur(^e;seems to depepd^o^l^^ 



on tbo resolutiotDi of the allied princea^ ooncern- 
ing the punishment of Bonaparte. If these are 
manly and just; if they treat him only as they 
would treat their pwn subjectsyi for crimes infi- 
nitely less and fea^ ; if they act as the servants 
of God and the guardians of their people; they 

I 

will then, and then only will they, have secured 
to themselves and their posterity the peace and 
' independence of th'i^ kingdoms." Never more 
will the drunkenness of an upstart and street- 
walking^ power raise Itself over their courts, and 
throw their innermost household into confusion : 
never more Will the dreams of ovetgorged demo- 
cracy he interpreted as the dictates of heaven, or 

issued as the decrees of fate. Then will this 
« 

Bonaparte, great only ii^j^ the. enormity of his 

f 

crimes, ^and in littleness of diis surrounders, 

find one only of all his spehcheS^in the memory 
■of man : 

The finger of Providence was there.’* 

Lamented and most beloved Moreau l t ueb, 
iKHih was the triumphaht egtclfi&atito of 
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perjureii?iiindr'«itJ?s?»t, at tbe^non^t 
♦rope was deprived of tby genius and J,hy ^rtuuf. 
Thy exile, too soon followed up by death, wa» 
occasioned by .thy strenuous but ill>accorded 
efforts to purify the earth hKVn his pollution^ 
Shall thy undeviating aims be overlooked? shall 
thy glorious example be forgotten? shall the 
band that pressed thine in death, press with 
equal fervor thy exuUing^urdcret’s I, Dp not 
Heaven and earth calkalotsd ibf'vengeanee ? do 
.not weakness and wisdom /aise the same cry 
God? From the huiphlesf toU^ industry tp 
the highest eforts pf«genips, >the ^lasting hand 
of this incarmde pestilence bath Ip^l^ts visiblt^ 
and appalling track. , . 

% 

. 

< Men of literature have selddtn been remiss in 
offering thek intense to the elevated and the 
fortunate. A small portion of light from the ob- 
ject above is enough for then\. But something 
like virtue there must be ; let it be constancy, 
let it be iortitude, let it be genesosity„%il^be 
felemency, let jt he encouragement toj^^r* 



of ’absU^use learoingj of po^shed letters, of 
eloquence, in tbe cabinet, in the pulpit, in the 
parliameni^ or at the bar. Since Bonaparte hath 
assumed the functions of government, the very 
time when any thing worthy of the slightest 
praise would be extolled above- the highest, not 
a notion, not -a sentiment of his, appears to have 
been commended by the most partial of his 
slaves, in a manner to be remembered by the 
rest. The world expects with great curiosity 
the publication of the mtias of his Mameluke : 
I, who read little of the modem literature, and 
indeed too little of any, shall be contented to 
admire fais epitaph. 


LETTER XIII. 


In my last letter T expressed mote anxi- 
/lety than hope, that the goyemort of the woiid 
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would consult the history of maftkind, io. order 
to judge correctly how the nations of Europe 
would be treated, if Bonaparte were to retain the 
sovereignty of France. Yet ). should have been 
both more urgent and more explicit, if be bad 
not several tinies given such illustratioRS and 
proofs, to all the powers now arranged against 
him, as would render any question on the sub- 
ject too nugatoryfor even the most childish de- 
clamation. . History would lead them into that 
.chilly and awful chamber, .n which, under the 
suspended armour, they might read their own 
destinies. It appears to me the extreme of 
folly, to think of giving up the chase, at the 

moment we have driven the tiger back into his 

• ♦ 

lair. A curious sort of courage and generosity ! 

I • 

admirably timed and ‘placed! Perh.aps it is 
thought proper to inquire first, whether he has 
done a^y harm in the country : if he has; whether 
he is likely to do any more, after such magnani- 
mous shouts and sallies. It is wise, then, and con- 
siderate j to ask a sailor with a wooden leg, whe- 
' tiler hd knows what it is to be wounded; a,citiafSn 
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whose house is in flames, whether he has heard 
of any fire in the neighbourhood : if we are cir- 
cumspect and delicate, we shall certainly say to 
bolhof them — Have you lost any thing? Yes, 
it would be just as reasonable, as to appeal to the 
sovereigns of Europe on the tremendous cause 
of tljeir former degradation. Look at Smolens- 
ko; look at Moscow; look at Hamburgh! 
Hear the threats of the impudent fuiiitive, in the 
midst of his army, against all Qermans, who 
would rather not be Frenclimen ! If this gene- 
ral incendiary and universal murderer is per- 
mitted to escape with impunity, the sovereigns 
will have little merit in preserving the minor 
laws, which protect one subject from another. 

4 * 

Will they ever be able to preserve them ? Will 
they be the sovereigns of the country ? the pro- 
tectors and avengers (for ’"oth characters are re- 
quisite to constitute a sovereign) of fheir peo- 
ple? Certainly not long; they will fall to ruin 
amidst the groans and execrations of kingdoms, 
whose noble efforts they had blasted, whose 
best and dearest interests they had compromised 
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and betrayed. It is madness to assert that the 
conditions of a stable peace would be accepted 
with more difficulty by the French senate than 
by the French despot, or that an unprincipled 

I 

set of men, who have tossed up their caps for 
the leaders of every faction, would remain more 
constant'to their master than to their principles. 
Their principles have given them no anxieties, 
and offered them no affronts: their master has 
shewn them, repeatedly, both his displeasure and 
his contempt. Secure to them ^heir stipends, and 
they will gladly throw off those cumberous trap- 
pings, which they cannot so conveniently trail 
with them into the haunts of vulgar vice. The 
surrender of Napoleon will be as easily attained 
as the surrender of a province, or even of a for-' 
tress. -Without it, many provinces, and many 

fortresses will afford but an inadequate corapen- 
• « 

tion for tlje expenditure and devastations of only 
the Russian campaign. The ruin of a yielding 
force is certain, if the pressure against it be un- 
diminished and unremitted. Csesar Boigia far 
excelled Bonaparte, both in military and politi- 
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cal science, and never betrayed in any enter* 
prise a deficiency of that personal courage, which 
is punished in soldiers with death, in others 
with contempt. He had the advantage of high 
connexions, and passed every stage of his life 
among men who respected both his abilities and 
bis rank. He had also taken the precaution to 
remove by violence those Jieads of parties, 
which might else have intercepted him in his 
ascent to sovereignty. Yet his fall was even 
more rapid than his rise. ^ 

• Agathocles of Sicily seems to have been the 
idol of Bonaparte; but he never deserted his 
army in any extremity : on the contrary, he re- 
lained, by prudence and valour, the dominion 
he had acquired by violence and fraud ; yet hi* 
power died with him. , 

Oliverotto Fifmani was abo an usurper, of 
more consistency, and^more resources, than this 
Corsican: equally dexterous in treachery, and 
equally resolute in assassinations.. He added 
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personal courage to military science, and nerer 
was convicted of desertion, or accused of any 
pusillanimity : yet he was taken prisoner, toge- 
ther with Vitelloccio his accomplice, and suffered 
death upon the gallows. 

What Is there, I repeat it again and again, in 
the character or .conduct of this insolent and au- 
dacious man, that ought to exempt him from a 
similar punishment ? Is there any crime, in 
public or private li(e, with '«'hich he has not 
been deeply and thoroughly' contaminated ? Is 
there a family on the Continent of Europe which 
has not to bemoan the effects of his rapacity ? 
Ambition 1 will not call it, little as I respect 
what is usually and more justly termed so, and' 
aware a*s I am what bitterness, dust and ashes, 
lie at the core of its hollow but fair-seeming 
fruit. 

If the French people were once assured that 
the life of Bonaparte would be accepted as the 
price of peace, that price would b% paid down 



instantly^ It is only then thaj they could re- 
sign, M’ith the appearance of doing it uncon- 
strained, the territories they have wrested from 
their neighhoiirs. They would attribute to his 
cupidity all the Idsses they had sustained; and 
the sacrifices they should be obliged to make, 
they would celebrate aloud as a voluntarj' peace- 
ofTering to justice. Every nation has a right to 
demand that so atrocious a (;riminal should be 
delivered up : every nation has made such de- 
mands, both in ancientand modern times. France 
is neither able nor wrlling to refuse the summons* 
Insensible as she is to the value of liberty, and 
forgetful and unworthy of her ancient constitu- 
tion, she requires a cessation from her labour, 
."iid a. recovery from* her disgrace. Never can 
she enjoy them without the death, judicial or 
extra-judicial, of her traiterous and turbulent 

t 

usurper. The present French condemn, or pre* 
tend to condemn, the cruelties of Marat and 
Robespierre: yet the’one excelled Bonaparte in 
knowledge, the other in eloquence; both of them 
excelled him jn consistency, in honesty, and in 
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courage. Is there^ however, a single man in the 
territory of France who does not cordially re- 
joice in the extinction of these wretches ? And 
why? Because qf their restless suspicion and 
insatiable cruelty. Anti, to say nothing of ex- 
actions and extortions for the support of indi- 
vidual arid solitary pride, is there less suspicion 
in the breast of this Corsican, who despises and 
detests the whole nhtion ? Is there less cruelty 
in this Moloch, who selects his annual victims 
by the myriad ; wh<;^ consn les their youth in 
the vices and miseries of a prowling and felo- 
nious warfare ; who has calmly delivered to the 
Jaws of death, or broke their limbs and sinews, 

three hundred thousand Frenchmen within one 

) 

year, and calls for another such oblation to crown 
It? Take the average of the last ten months, and 
make your calculation on the authentic reports 
of the allied armies, what is the result? How 
many fellow-creatures, how many fellow-coun- 
trymen, and fellow-soldiers, born to happiness, 
and torn from it at the first opening of its en- 
joyments, hath he deprived of life, or of all its 
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comforts and uses, every minute of his waking 
hours 1 What a scene, then, of woe and desola- 
tion is renewed by every day of his existence 1 
How many hopes, how many virtues, are ex- 
tinguished at every sun-set ! How many fami- 
lies are made miserable, desolate, and helpless ! 

Sovereigns of the earth, if you prolong the ex- 
istence of this miscreant, th'‘is accursed of God 
and man, declare at once that you have drawn 
the sword only to divide dominion with him ; 
that you have brought nations to fight one 
against another, only that you might at last be 
admitted to peace and amity with him : and the 
blood of extinguished and of unborn generations 
be upon your heads ! the scorn of your contem- 
poraries, the reproaches of your posterity, and 
the vengeance of your A' mighty Judge. 

CALVUS. 



LETTER XIV. 


Monday, Dec. SO, 1813. 

A MONTH has now elapsed since the preceding 
letters were written, and sent to be inserted in 
the Courier. The ffcedoin with which I have 
treated all subjects and all persons, within the 
range of my observations, made them perhaps 
undesirable and unwelcome to the acute and 
judicious Editor. Heartily glad should I be, to 
have closed them with any thing rather than the 
Manifesto, which, at a distance of more than two 
hundred miles from the capital, came into^my 
hands but yesterday. It appears as a declara- 
tion of the Allied Powers. It states, that The 
Tower.\’ coiijirin'to the French Fni/Are an extent 
of territory ichich Fiance, under her /<ings, never 
knew; because a valiant tuition does not fall from 
its rank’ by having, in its tarn, e.ri>crienced re- 
verse'^, in an obstinate and sanguinary contest, in 
which it has fought with its accustomed bravery. 

G 2 
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But the Allied Powers wish to be free, tranquil, 
and happy, themselves, &c. 

Reasonings may be very wdak and inconse- 
quent, which are founded on truth and justice. 
But was ever reasoning more weak and more in- 
consequent, or founded lesson truth and justice, 

than that France should have an increase of 

( 

power for not having fallen 1 That she should 
be endowed with an accession of territory, such 
as her kings never knew, beCause she has experi- 
enced reverses; because she has been able to 
maintain an obstinate and sanguinary contest^ 
Because the Allies wish to be free, ‘tranquil, and 
chappy? When this sanguinary contest, main- 
tained against them by Bonaparte, as they them- 
selves have urged repeatedly, that they might not 
be •'* happy, nor tranquil, nor free.” 

Unfortunate nations ! the play-things of crea- 
tures so destitute of intellect, so destitute of re- 
collection. ^Even their own eyes and ears are 
not their senses. They have waded through 
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blood, and never felt it ; they have been sur- 
rounded by conflagrations, and '’em to imagine 
it was the naturaY*.*^ht, the wholesome fresh air 
of day ! Surely they think, that whatever has 
happened, must have happened in another state 
of existence. Alas ! it is not their wrongs and 
sufferings*; it is only the wrongs and sufferings 
of tlieir people. They live ; they are happy ; 
they exult in une:^)ected deliverance. Those 
whose sturdy arms delivered them, are permitted 
th^ honour of followiijg theni home, but under 
no assurance that their cottages, if they rebuild 
them, shall not be levelled to the earth again, by 
the same inhuman and merciless invader. 

• • • 

No ; a valiant nation does not fall from its 
. rank by having, inits turn, experienced reverses.’’ 
But it justly falls from it, when those reverses 
are occasioned by incessant breaches of faith, 
by a prostitution of military honour to the pur- 
poses of confiscation and rapine, by a mockery 
of all religion, by a disdain of all equity, by a 
prohibition of all the best energie^, which en- 
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noble and exalt our nature, and, by an assump- 
tion of right, to lower and demolish the tank 
both of the affie3^^and-o£ f ^ hostile. What 
France threatened against Russia and England, 
what she carried into execution against Austria, 
and Prussia, and Spain, not to mention some 
dozens of the smaller ought now, both in 
justice and in prudence, tp be carried into exe- 
cution against France. / 

If we demand a just debt, contracted peace- 

i • 

ably, shall we not demand one equally just, be- 
cause it was extorted, and because it was exhor- 
bitant.^ If you catch a thief who has fallen down 
your staircase, and has broken his bones under 

t 

yCm plate and jewels; if you find also in his 
pocket the fruit of former plunder, 'will you 
humbly request him to restore one pretty pair of 
ear-rings ? will you console him with the idea 
that he has not fallen from his rank! will you 
beg permission to order a hackney-coachi that 
he may carry off the little matter he has taken 
from your||phjldreq and domestics ^ Are you 
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not bound by every duty of a citizen and honest 
man, to seize him, to deliver him up to justice, 
to distribute to each individual the property of each/ 
Such also is the duty, the sworn duty, of all 
these allied powers: the subjects of those who 
act otherwise are absolvd from their alle?iance. 
I know not who the persons are that assume to 
themselves the title of allied powers. Certain I 
am, that the Spanish Government breathes no 
such sentiments. 1 know personally and well 
some of the best and braves' of that nation ; 1 
know that even the worst and most cowardly of 
it, would never whine their adulation in these 
abject strains. Their fathers, sons, and brothers, 
have bled, both in the held of battle and in their 
houses; their sisters and daughters have»beenp 
bowed to the abominations of the French. There 
is not a village in this country, the cradle of he- 
roism and of glory, that has not suffered such 
miseries and pollutions as it would be impiety 
to pardon. 


And who can believe that Emperor of 
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Russia hath sanctioned, with his august name, 
this most pusillanimous and iniquitous mani- 
festo? Equitable, humane, and enlightened; 

calm in the midst of danger, bujt alive to the suf- 
« 

ferings of his people, he will demand a full in- 
demnity for all their losses, a memorable, so- 
lemn, and piacular atonement for the most W'an- 
ton and unprovoked aggression. Let the French 
carry on their heads the ashei of Smolensko and 
Moscow. Let him who ordered to execution 
the peaceable and loyal citizens of the Musco- 
vite metropolis be conducted to the same scaf- 
fold. Robespierre, who, in comparison with 
this monster, was but as a kitten to a tiger, was 
carted and brought to justice. Let Bonaparte 
he, as Tie called himself, the God of Thunder to 
the Mamelukes and the Foxitcs; but let He so- 
vereigns, whose dominionr he hath laid waste, 
and whose subjects he hath slaughtered, punish 
his crimes, or assist in punishing them. Has he 
not boasted that they exiot as sovereigns by his 
clemency and forbearance? Will he forgive any 
kind of humil(|Hoii ? Will he fbigire his de- 
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feats, his flight, the exposure of his perfidy, the 
ridicule of his weakness, both in politics and in 
tactics. Russia, Prussia, and Sweden, will en- 
joy no future opportunity of stripping him bare 
of power. Their armies will even again come in 
contact amicably ; they may now break the 
threads of all future combinations that are likely 
to disturb their union. Holland, and the re- 
maining Nctheijands, that abhor every foreign 
yoke, will join their confederation. Too surely 
is Bonaparte now, at this 'ostaut, cementing his 
old alliances : too surely will the gold and the 
intrigues of France sow dissention in the family 
of European States, and nothing can keep under 
and consume the shoots of it but the ardour and 
activity of offensive war, * Shall every lead b«ve 
enifered its cruel scourge, except that, which, 
with inhuman delight, hath nursed her children 
in blood ? Except that in which the beggar and 
the cripple talk of universal empire, and high- 
way robbers think of retiring from the too great 
exertion of their public life, as professors of 
some college, or prefects of s^gte department in 
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Germany. Some Vaiidamme, a compost of 
filth, and roguery, and impudence, may again 
call to his carriage Dukes and Emperors, and 
may chastise, with the whip, a refusal to obey. 
Can it be questioned ? Were not even ladies me- 
naced by this gallant people^ as our silly declara- 
tion terms them, with such a punishment ? A 
punishment so degrading, that neither those who 

o 

receive nor those who inflict i^ can ever lift up 
their heads among the reputable. ^ 

Who, in the name of Heaven, could have 

4 

composed this flimsy tissue of folly, coward- 
ice, and falsehood ? Who could have presumed 
to publish it first as a declaration of the allied 
power&P, We have authentic declarations in 
which every sentiment is contradicted. wBat 
offlcious creature, half minister, half journalist, 
has broken the joints of logic to compose this 
precious amulet? Let him wear it for his pains. 


LImus ut hie durescit. 

He will only be looked at to be laughed at. 
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Other fabulists have^iven to birds the feelings 
and language of men : he has attributed to men 
the natural sentiments of birds—'* Do not try to 
catch me; I know you cannot; but attempting 
it frightens me." Thus irresolute and timid does 
he represent the rulers of the world, before a 
vanquished and flying enemy ! For what pur- 
pose then were issued those aninjating proclaina- 

i ^ 

tions of the (Russians? Men who unite like 

l» 

Athgiians; fight like Homans; and feel like 

Englishmen. Have th*^ Germans risen in arms 

for the parade ? ' Is no vengeance to be taken for 

the crQelties they have suffered ? Shall not 

even their contributions and confiscations be 
* 

restored? No; on the conrrarv, the enemy is 
promised power enough (and who car*, qu4*stion 
ffrs inclination ?) to extort them tenfold at his 
leisure, Bonaparte, it seems, is no longer an 
insatiable plunderer, a shameless liar, a scoffing 
Atheist, a merciless assassin, Ilis faults are 
venial : at present they have cost humanity only 
one million of hunmn lives: some say more; 
add then eighty or a hundred thousand. When 
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only half the number had been sacrificed to bis 
rage and avarice, the nations rose against him : 
pusillanimous princes, reduced to the condition 
of recruiting sergeants, declared his cane intole- 

r 

rable, and broke the drum. In shaking off his 
yoke, the other half million has fallen. It is 
only within these few days that his perfidy is 
turned into passable good faith : .it is only when 
he can be punished, that he mu^t not. Surely 
it was unnecessary for his expiation, that so 
much blood should have been demanded from 

f 

their subjects. What streams, and from what 
distant sources, have flowed for the cleansing of 
that scurvy leper ! If impunity were the .extinc- 
tion of wickedness, even then, so awful a dimi- 
nutidn of the human race, such a loss of civili- 
zation, of social comfort, of mere competency, 
such a concourse of mourners, Jay aftfr day, for 
years together, in every town and hamlet, such 
expressions of woe in all languages and all places, 
wherever man’s voice hath been heard, would 
loudly demand the life of Bonaparte : but impu- 
nity is the certain and swift forerunner of fresh 
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calamity and aggravated revenge. At every 
tribunal^ whether the appeal be to the gown or 
to the sword, every crime should receive its 
punishment. .If you punish all, you will punish 
the few'er. Pardon one in twenty, and you will 
be under the necessity of punishing twice the 
number that you would if no offences were 
remitted. 

Beritly, a man hardly more remarkable as a 
profound scholar^ than for the acuteness of his 
mind, to whatever he applied it, argues that men 
distinguished for assiduity, birth, and fortune, 
frequently enter on such a course of studies as 
befits them for the church, from considering the 
great prizes, of bishoprics and archbliAoprics, 
in our ecclesiastical establishment. Although 
few can attain them, no man imagines them 
above his reach. In most temptations we over- 
look the chances against us, and calculate on 
those in our favour. Bonaparte is justified in 
renewing the war when he can, if he is permitted 
to declare it with impunity when he chuses. 
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The allied powers assure him that, whatever he 
does, he never shall be a loser : that the utmost 
they require from him is the territory he has 
conquered; not the surrender of those means 
which have enabled him to conquer. They will 
treat with him about the recovery of what he 
hath stolen : they will perhaps go so far as to in- 
sist on blowing out^e dark lantern : but they 
leave him his phosphoric matfch, his whole 
bunch of pick-lodk keys, his iron crow, his 
pistol and his dagger : they rejease all his gang. 
It is easy to foresee what will be the consequence, 
to them and the community. 

A loss of territory is not the greatest loss^ 
even to the prince. 7'he writer of the pretended 
manifesto^ which I have taken the trouble to 
quote, argues, or talks rather, as if the sacrifice 
of the brave, the massacre of the inoffensive, 
the conflagration of farms and villages, and cities, 
and provinces, the misery of nations, the despair 
of mankind, were nothing in the estimation of 
these allied powers. Whoever wrote such a silly 
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and worthless paper, is unfit not only for the ex- 
ercise of any political function, but for the dis- 
cussion of the least important question, that ever 
occupied the reasoning faculties of man. Let 
him teach children their catechism, for he has 
patience enough who can bear what this creature 
bears, ‘and, if he believes that Bonaparte will not 
profit by such sipiplicity, £gbody can doubt his 
capacity for a creed. BuoKt not his apathy be 
attributed to sovereigns: let them not, by the sug- 
gestion or representation of such weak wretches, 
be accused of utter indifference to the wel. 
fare of their subjects, nor be left exposed to the 
vengeanc.e of the enemy they have pardoned, by 
the armies whose honour they have insulted, and 
by the nations whose safety they have betr.i/ed. 
1 defest and abhor an insurrection : but it would 
be sacred against men so unworthy of their trust. 

The allied powers must disclaim this paper, 
or must cancel all their former manifestos. The 
English can never sanction it. We fight for se- 
curity — put indemnity and glory out of sight, — 
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Our security will not allow us to give the French 
empire an extent tf territory which her kings never 
knew. We have been fighting seven liundred 
years, with few and narrow intervals of peace. 
For what ? To diminish this territory. Jt was 
the policy of all tempers and all times. The 
French were constantly held too powerful.' Her 
kings possessed a yggdom too large and popu- 
lous for the safety W England t yet sometimes 
the neighbouring states, and sometimes pro- 
vinces almost independent, in the very heart of 

t 

the kingdom, rendered . their power infinitely 
less injurious than it would be, it reduced within 
tjie same limits as at the accession of Louis XI Y. 
The population of France would even then be 
greater' than that of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and more united in locality, in manners, and in 
religion. A turbulent and ferocious, people wilt 
for many generations require much vigilance, 
will often thwart our policy, and not seldom 
divide our attention with our enemy. 


I would not undervalue the abilities of Lord 
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Castlereagh and Lord Liverpool : I believe them 
to be great, and what is more, of the kind best 
suited to the present times. But 1 do not see 
any reason to* think these .ministers wiser than 
Sunderland, Somers, Godolphin, and Marlbo- 
rough; the opinion of which illustrious men 
was, that, when we laboured under the pressure 
of debt, when iCmerica wi||ours, and could not 
act against us, when France was deprived of 
many strong places, when her power was less 

' than her king had known she still was too 

• 

powerful .for the prosperity and peace of Eng. 
land. 

• • • 

If it be possible that, corruption at, the ^ot 
and infatuation at the head of the confederated 
thrones, the princes of the continent should se- 
riously thinS of leaving France more powerful 
than at the accession of Louis XIV, enjoying 
strength enough to make progressively those 
stupendous conquests, which have eternally me- 
naced, and at last have almost overthrown them, 
the Allied Powers, as they are called, will pre- 
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sently be separated, scattered, and extinguished. 
The liberties of Europe, such as they are, will 
siuk into the same abyss. But she will look 
down contemptuous\y bn her base deserters, her 
unworthy lords, and beholding the servile con- 
dition to which they will have reduced them- 

I 

selves, she, like the heroic Scald, will laugh at 

t 

her dissolution. 


THE END. 


B. Clarke, PrioUr, Well-street, Lradw. 
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A VIEW 


OF THE 

POLITICAL’ STATE 
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OF 

EUROPE, 
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AFTER 

THE BATTLE OF lElPSlCK; 

# 

GAINED OCTOBER 18tH, 1813. 


An Usurper had for fourteen years employed two 
means of subjugating the world. He deceived 
it by His policy-»-he astonished it by the prowess 
of his arms. More fortunate than skilful, he 
drew from his successes that weight of opinion 
which gave credit to his falsehoods, and found 
in these same falsehoods the nieans of assuring 
his success. ' 

From the day of the eighteenth of Brumaire, 
when France was reduced Under submission to his 



will, as Lombardy iJftehvards was at Marengo, 
and Prussia at Jena, Bonaparte, scatterring terror 
before him, on*^ plucked the laurels of victory 
because liis adversaries were de£?ated before they 

4 

came into the field. Emboldened by every new 
enterprise, his confidence increased in proportion 
with their timidity, and tlms stifling the truth, 
be traversed Europe upholding. his real with his 
imaginary strength. 

This enchantment must naturally contirme as 
long its the magician could drive before him na- 
tions habitiiated to found their resistance upon 
the chances of probability. But if he happened 

to meet with a nation whose habits were less 

**■ ^ 

estranged from nature, who approached nearer to 
that state in which ’man is more the creature of 
feeling and less of his calculations, the enchant- 
ment must necessarily be dissipated. 

The two powerful auxiliaries to which Napo- 
leon owed bis successes id his former campaigns, 
falsehood and terror, failed him in his invasion of 
Bussia, The people of Bussia understood less than, 

4 

the more central nations of Europe, a tissue of 
falsehoods established upon custbms, ttpOn thingj}. 
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^j[K)n fiames tovn^ioh they we^eubsoliitS 
I and terror coiitd make Hide impression upon sim- 
ple-minded people Who^ inflamed (vith an ardent 
zeal for their religion, with love ^or^'theii conn-, 
try, with attachment to tbfeir sovefei^t had 
their hearts top full of these generous sentin^ents 
for any villainy to find a place in them. 

The power of man U limited as sooh as lie he- 
% 

gins to reason ; it becomes undeflnable froin the 
moment that he resigns him'self to all tjhe facul- 
ties of his soul. The people on the shores of the 
'Elbe and the Dtnubc had calcnlated, those 
on the bordeis of the ^fagus and the Moskwa 
felt ; and two nations inspired bjrthe nipst noble 
delirium Ithat ever exalted the courage of a pco*- 
ple could overstep the common boundaries of 
their power, as easily as our imaginations can 
pass the boundaries of that horizon, to^which 
our sight is tonfined. , , 

» *.f y-f' V/ 

Nations, for at preowaKt it ij| of nations, wd tnust 
speak, not merely of arnuai^a|nne every war 
brings the existence of a v«hb|p p^ple and the 
sovereignty of their kii^^.intp question,*— the 
naUpm^vhich since the b^inidng' of tliis century 

B ^ 
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have been bowed to the yoke, have found in their 
annals exatpples, and, consequently, excuses. 
Before the peace of Westphalia, Germany had 
changed masters: she has since been often obliged 
to bend to all the chances of war.' What hap- 

ft. 

pened to R-ussia and to Saxony after the battle of 
Jena, had been experienced by these same coun- 
tries in the Seven Years’ War. Every government 

had yielded by turns to the storni ; policy had 

♦ , 

by dint of patience redressed the wrongs of for- 
tune j thus the sons might be involved in the 
measures which had seduced < the fathers ; but 
the Russian nation happily had not befoie it any 
of those recent examples with which memory 
arms weakness. Invaded five centuiics ago by 
the Tartars, she preferred recalling the vigorous 
manner in which they had been driven back into 
Asia, and if she had not forgotten that two hun- 
dred years had scarcely elapsed since the Poles 
insulted her capital, she knew that this was only 
under favour of an interregnum and the civil 
dissentigns to which it hild given occasion. — 
Since no recollection then could familiarise the 
Russians with the idea of enduring a conqueror in 
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the midst of their country, falsehood washlunted 
against arms, the temper of frhich was preserved 
by the rust of time. 

The Russians liave furnished a gj^at example ; 
for it is from being ignorant of the imaginary 
power of Napoleon, that they have crushed his 
real power it is by this that his battalions have 
hc'cit dispersed, thyt his falsehoods have been re- 
pelled. For the first time his bulletins could 
not find reasoners to weigh the circumstances, to 
admit the possibility of jhem ; the road to suc- 
cess has been refound, the way to vietory has 
been reopened. Prussia was the first who thought . 
she could re-enter with confidence a career not 
unknown to her, and the insolent proclanfations, 
the false reports, the enigmatical bulletins ex- 
cited indignation even in those cold calculators 
whose indecisions had done more mischief to Eu- 

^ ^ 1 V 

rope than could have been efifected by the most 
exaggerated principles. • 

The campaigh of 1812 has a charactet which*^ 
assigns it a 'place in history as a thing fingtc in 
itsr kind, ’ft only began, as wei^/on the part 
offtie^luttians when it, seemed to ho terminated*? 

4^3 
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on th^kt of the Frefach, Twenty pretended vie- 
tories attd the conquest of several provinces Were 
reduced to a military progress through a country 
ceded for a totment in consequence of a combined 
and regular plan ; — a plan the boldest, the most 
succejsftil that ever was practised in tile art of 
war.^ Napblfion could only 1* conquered by a 
?plsin still tnore gigantic than his own, by a mode 
of dtefence more monstrous, if I may use the ejk- 
pression, than his mode of attack. It vras ne> 
ceSsary to have recodree to incalculable means, 
and to resources so much the better concealed, 
as^thO feohntry by Which they wcr§ furnished 
could hot foresee all the importance attached to 
thbdi.' A (pOment’s calculation, and every cal- 
etdjat^-that hould be made, woUld ,have been 
,£|^}stt<pMd^^li^bh dreum^tanc|s, ^and all Russia 
wpijwi ha4.^B,,dowti!ft|S|Wij every ^thing would 
^ thought of pr^erving 
has saved eyery- 

jflie Nation 

Isjjja, and %^a&|iiredhy 
is Stwas yalrt lilHjIfeep ^ 



tioris had modeUed Hieiy mpde of defohoe after 

each other, that the mme oaueea produced the 

•• < 

same efihets, and eonsequehtly the same reverses. 

In every campaign the opp/essed had felt them* 

• 

selves discouraged in proportion as the oonSdence 
of the oppressor was augmented. Austria de- 
fended herself still vtorse under thcyvalls of Ulm 
than at MarengA under the walls of jPavia. The 
campaign of 1805 evinced a diminution of means 

Mil' 

in the armies of the powers opposed to Mappleon, 
and the rout at Jepa served tu carry his ^ory, as 
well as the depression of his enemies, to the high- 
est pinnacle. 

!but Puitusk was tho first rock against wbioh 
this ocean in fury broke, The French were beaten 
there, and the Russian troops ^ad immottal 
honour of being the first to contest , i|^l|een 
years of gloty. Reckoning froJi thia ^y, Rloba- 
parte has mode war with the usual of 

successes and reverses, Saccef||uli(y'^ies!sted at 
Prussian Eylau, beaten at lurt 

queror at I'riedlieind ; at 

at Eckmuhl, but crushed u|^ |!(|ll|iEirt:i c€ 



has since served him belter than his military ta- 
lents. The perfidious negociator has borne away 
the palm from the experienced general ; the re- 
verse.s in the war of ^ Spain have effaced the vic- 
tory at Tudela and the occupation of Madrid ; 
fortune has become an every-day being, and the 
former magic power is converted into a power 
wholly human. In vain, to upliold an enthu- 
siasm of command, does he seek to blazon forth 
a ridiculous prosperity, facts speak, truth marches 
unveiled, she is protected by glory. The incen- 
diaries of Moscow are returned to Mayence, the 
ashes of three hundred thousand victims con- 
si^med on piles attest the first loss, the .bones of 
twenty nations confounded together attest the 
second ; history will only follow this track of 
blood, Europe traversed by a long line of devas- 
tation, as under*the ferocious Attila, will speak 
louder than a single man ; the mask of glory 
once fallen, the hero will soon vanish. 

Did the Russians chase the French from their 
territory ? — Was it the rigour of the climate that 
did all? — Did Napoleon fight only against tlio 
elements ?— Did two .hundred thousand brave 





men remain idle spectators of so many disasters, 

and was it only the exterminating angel who 

destroyed in one night the army of Sennacherib, 

that marched ‘before them — History would per- 

* 

haps have had some difficulty in answering these 

questions, if the Russians alone had conquered ; 
• * 
jealousy might have disputed them the victories 

of Tarontino aOd Krasnoy, but this sentiment is 
no longer to be* feared. The fire of patriotism, 
kindled upon the altars of victory, has purified 
all ; Culm has recalled to Europe the devotion of 
the three hundred Spartans at Thermopyhe, 
and all doubts have disappeared from the moment 
when those nations, who had not yet conquered, 
rose in their turns to that, degree of glory, when 
we become just towards those vyho share it. 

Bonaparte was believed, and consequently ad- 
mired, in his other campaigns; not that his 
falsehoods were combined with more art, but 
that more fortunate results gave them an appear-, 
ance of truth. As these results had always been 
in his favour, as policy had always conquered In 
the last instance, of what iniportance was It to 
contest with him the trijth bf facts, which, if 
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they had not existed, were rendered at least pro- 
bable ? The Cabinets, or those who led them, 
found it perhaps for 4heir interest to let him 

exaggerate his victories, since that served as an 

« 

excuse for the treaties they afterwards made; 
they chose rather to pass for having been con- 
quered in the field than in the closet, and the 
falsehood of the impostor vanished before the 
fortune of tlie conqueror. 

Such was the cause of the credence given to the 
bulletins of former campaigns^ the date of the ■ 
places, the change of head-quarters, the occOpa- 
tion of the capitals, armistices concluded at the 
rriost favourable moment, extorted conventions, 
concessions wrung from them, all united to fasci- 
nate the eyes of the world in general ; — time, 
and a success wholly unhoped-for, could alone rc- 
cal th^m to the truth. Bonapa’'tc always misused 
bis fprtune, but it was necessary that he should 
experience disgraces before any one would dare 
own that to himself. At M. rengo, at Austcrlitz, 
at Friedland, he had endaogeied his armies as he 
did at Moscow and at Dresden ; he sacrificed his 
military knowledge to his diplomatic experiepcej 
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if success had drawn upon hita the contempt of 

mankind, it is that contempt wiiich has brought 

on his present reverses. * The discomdture of his 
« 

enemies, having augmojited the excess ofhi? con- 
fidence, the certainty of compelling his adver- 
saries to conclude a peace produced negligence in 
making war, and want of foresight in prolonging 
it. Successes and defeats^, all must be with him 
in excess, and perhaps ten unfortunate campaigns 
were requisite to produce the most brilliant series 

of victories ever consecrated in the annals of 

* 

history.' It is in vain that some skilful military 
men always sought to establish certain facts, 
fortune stifled their voices ; every thing that is 
at this moment covered with glory, was then ridi- 
culous ; all that now excites admiration, was then 
contemplated with scorn; time had not then 
turned his hour-glasS to commence a new eera. 
Europe, hutuili&ted for so many years, could .no 
longer listen to reason, she could be convinced 
only by incontestable facts; it was necessary that 
Bonaparte ^himsielf should. conibss more shame 
than he had ever, assbmed glory, end that the 
tt&ing of Itoscot^ sltoUjid .terminate in. the 
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twenty-ninth bulletin, which burst forth upon 
Europe, and began to open its eyes. 

The whole campaign of 1812 is comprised in 
this political ledger stjuck up at the* gates of the 
temple of history. Napoleon in publishing it 
thought that he had compiled a chef-d’oeuvre in 
exaggerating, as he supposed the picture ; he did 

not know till afterwards that he had with a 

• ^ 

lamentable failure in dexterity fallen upon the 
truth. . More prudent at his return to the army, 
he had perhaps regained his ascendancy and pro- 
fited by the too great confidence of the Allies, if 
this war had had the same character as the others 
in ‘which he was engaged. But the revolution 
was accomplished, and JEurope was resolved to 

* i 

be independent. Whether he conquered or pot 
at Lutzen and at Bautzen, he gained only the 
soil on which he fought, he did not astonish and 
confound a single being. The armies fought to 
save the people, and the jieople were at hand to 
support the armies ; the shock of independence 
against tyranny must have been tremendous, its 
success could not be doubtful. Sovereigns, cabi- 
nets, generals, soldiers, inhabitants, all had btit 
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ona sentiment, one idea. A reunion of all the 
patriotic virtues fought against him who had 
neither virtue nor country ; the athletae came to 
close quarters, the strife was painful, the sacri- 
fice was bloody, but guilt “was at length con- 
strained to yield. Napoleon and his shame are 
now fully exposed, the torrent of s’uccess, armis- 
tices, negociations, truces, do not come as 
formerly to smooth the soU covered with false- 
hoods ; the romances of for<^une are at an end, 
the pages of history are re-opened. 

The French repass the Rhine, the dream of 
universal monarchy is at an end, Europe is 
revenged. But how far ought her vengeance to 
be carried ? — what shall be the price of lier 
victory ? — what fruit shall she draw from so 
many calamities ?— shall she demand of a nation 
exiiausted with the loss of her own blood an 
account of all the blood she has occasioned to be 
shed ? — Have the Greeks sworn the destruction 
of Ilium ? — will sovereigns whose noble cha- 
racters are attested by so many recollections 
make, a whole nation expiate the crimes of a 
singh individual ? — Nol it is much rather the 
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fanaticism of generosity than that of vengeance 
that it is wise to foresee and to fear. 

But if France has nothing to fear from the 
ambition of the conquerors, the continent of 
Europe must not be plficed in such a .‘iiudtion 
as that it may liavc cause licreafier to n-gret its 
disintcrestediross. Her soil is ravaged,, her 
wealth IS exhausted, her fields arc laid waste, 
her commerce is destroyed, her population is 

V 

drained, and it is to her that tht' sovertigns owe 
satisfaction. Europe has cndur-nl tuon'y years 
of war in the hope of enjoyiirg along tianquil-' 
lity, the generation which has j)'issed through so 

mapy sorrows, demands rej)ose as its recontpenso, 

#> 

and that wdiicli rises in tne midst of so many 
ruifis has occasion for a long calm to restore 
them. 

Ah ! for whom should the Allies shew them ■ 

• * * * 

selves more than aiagnanunous upon tlie bunks 
of the Rhine, and France more than a submis- 
sive slave ? — For whom .shoqld three hundred 

\ 

thousand men lay down their arms on one side 
and ask for peace, and two hundred thousand 
conscripts on the other, the last resource of an 
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exiiausted population, advance to purchase it ? — 
Is it for a hero, a great man, the father of a 
happy people ? — Is it for a prince surrounded 
with glory, or under the affecting safeguard 
due to honourable misfortunes ?-— What are the 
rights of Bonaparte to the clemency of Europe, 
to the gratitude of the French, to the compas* 
ion of all? — Led astray by ambition he 
:: iglu be culpable in , the eyes of other 
pov\ei'-j yet merit from the people he governs 
the most affecting sacrifice*- ; — but v\^Mt lias he 
(lone for Ibis ■ ? — When he seized on the' 
sovereign jw.o, •!i‘’n he wrested it from the 
impotent hands in which it was then pLccd, 

I # 

what did he plomi^w‘ to France? — Repose! — 
Wljat lias he j)ro''urcd Jicr ? — all the scourges 
vi'liich can at the s one time overwhelm a people, 
all the plagues which he seems to have brought 
from Egypt. In spite of anarchy Fiance still 
preserved some powerful colonies, she still 
traded with some nations which were not wholly 
exasperated against her; her vessels escaped 
occasionally from her ports ; war was carried on 
with something like equal chances, political mea- 



#ures witli a well-weighed distrust, and a new 
generation was rising yp unsuspicious that it was 
about to be sacrificed by him in whomit had placed 

t 

its hopes. Bonaj)artc might have repaired every 
thing ; he l,ias destroyed every thing ; a con- 
queror for himself, a dilapidator for the French, 
every step he has taken over Europe has dissfipat- 
ed the resources of the nation, hijs exhausted the 
means confided to his^are. Not feeling himself 
great enough to reign, because this word in all 
its extent is only applicable to legitimate sove- 
reigns, he has seugiit to. transpose every thing, 
in order to display to others, and to convince 
Iiimtelf of the plenitude of his power. France 

has been sacrificed to the ambition of possessing 

1. 

all L‘urop(!-, and her armies, the source of the 
glory and fortune of an ungrateful commander, 
arc no\> only become in his hands the sources of 
another kind of glory, of another kind of for- 
tune. 

To reconquer some kind of maritime influence 
sixty thousand men, eighty millions of livres, 
and Saint Domingo were lost. To rival the 
coiuincrcc of England all the manufactures of 
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Frai.ce have been ruined ; to crush the House of 
Bourbon itiTtaly, and to annihilate it in Spain six 
hundred thousand soldiers have been rai<>ed ; to 
support an Inadmissible continental system fifteen 
rears of glorv are obscured; to purchase aceom- 
jdiees, for an Usurper can have no subjetts, the 
finAuCfs have been subjected to the Iiornble 
denred.ilioiis ; thegulphof the public debt has 
been re-ojjciicd to load theyi with riches, and 
the jjopulation has been cut off, in order to have 
a more numerous population 1 > dispose of. 

■ What can have been the principle of oombina- 
tions no less barbarous than wild f — The disor- 
der that reigns in the thoughts of a single 
the voiil in bis heart, the absence of every en- 
lightened sentiment. Dazzled by bis false grah- 
deur bjit never convinced, Bonaparte lias scarcely 
ever been able to believe in his own elevation, 
because his ’conscience, more powerful than 
himself, has always told him that it was a mon- 
struosity. He who has kept up the illusion to 
so many kings Jias never been able to keep it up 
to himself, he has never been able to persuade 
himself that his own power was fixed, and every 
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sovereign who is not so must necessarily abandon 
himself to tyranny. It was in order to reign 
over France that lie devastated Europe ; it was to 

retard the return oi' so many sovereigns into 

( 

themselves that hc^; occupied them in repairing 
the losses of which he was the cause ; it was in 
short for want of fixing at something ‘that he 
aimed at every thing, throwing himself into the 
vast field of chimeras, to distract his mind and 
veil over to himself frightful truths. 

Bonaparte not daring to be King, that is to say 
to succeed to a title sacred tb the French, raised 
himself to the dignity of Emperor. He over- 
loajK'd as it were the former title, as we avoid an 
mitccessible rock, and it is because he could not 
ill spite of treaties reckon upon a single ally that 
he planned that girdle of kingdoms which he 
bestowed upon his own family. 

Such is the origin of the political system which 
has overturned Europe for five years before it 
could enlighten it. It is not from attachment to 
his family that he, whose heart is not open to 
any of those mild afiPections which soften the 
ferocity of man, placed his brothers upon thrones, 
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since for them he has no kindness or esteem. It 
was to prevent all repentance in people subju- 
gated by treason, submissive through impotence, 
that he placed Joseph *at Madrid, Murat at Na- 
pics, Louis in Holland, and Jerome in West- 
phalia. Reason, for he has known himself, he 
has* judged himself better than he has been 
judged by half the cabinets of Europe, told him 
that subjections such these could only be 
momentary, and it is fear of the moment of 
awakening which has mad< him spread tefrror ami 
inflict death. * 

Bonaparte in following the ancient order of 

things, in uegocialing with sovereign houses be- 
• • 
longing to other centuries, in finding himself 

the last among the confederation of kings, felt 
himself annoyed by an inferiority which wound- 
ed his pride. He knew well that by dint of 
victories he might enter the lists with advantage 
against the ancestry of so many sovereigns ; 
but he foresaw the immense distance with which 
he must one day be regarded if his victories 
should be converted into defeats. To prevent 
this danger it was necc«s»ry to throw down every 



20 


thing, to transjjlant evoy thing, to remain alonft 
at an elevation which could not be contested, to 
establish a new dynasty in order to undermine all 
others, and it was this great work, more neces- 
sary to his preservation than may be imagined, 
that led l)iin oiT to his fall. 

But these political combinations of an Usurper 
have never produced any thing to France but an 
imaginary glory and pogitivc losses. Her popu> 
iation has been destroyed for acquisitions which 
have never added any thing to her prosperity' j 
the fortune of her oppressor has a‘lone been raised 
by all llic sacrifices she has been induced to 
luake.^ He has reigned over her neighbours, 
she has remained a slave to him, and it was not 
till th.' (lay of his shaihe that she was ealled 
njjon to share in all the woes which he has 
brought upon lier. 

Such are the rights of Napoleon to a confi- 
dence which he has so cruelly abused. A false 
enthusiasm, ideas of national pride ill reflected 
upon, may still for some time support the idol, 
but the great ties of a people to a sovereign, 
their mutual interest, a common glory, long re- 
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collections, have never subsisted between this 
Usurper and France. 

A contract existed between the republicans of 
France and Bonaparte; ejftorted by fear, sur- 
prized from indifterence, obtained from disgust, 
jt was signed on the eighteenth of Bruniairc. 
France promised obedience, her chiel' promised 
her (raiKjuillify and happiness. He hoped to 
have performed his promise, but ton years of 
war, of devastations, of misery, have di&’soivcd 
every engagement, the partisans of the tyrant are 
free, his tyranny has ’released them from their 
oath. 

How Can be who for so many years has not 
taken a single stcj), lias not conceived a suiglc 
idea whicli was not injurious to the French have 
acquired any right to the generosity of sovi'rcigns 
whom he h<ts uniformly endeavoured to degrade, 
and under whose feet he has hollowed an abyss ? 
Bonaparte has entered into tl»e confederation of 
kings, his name has been inscribed upon this 
sacred list ; but on what condition did he arrive 
at this excess of honour, and what engagements 
did Jie contract to maintain himself there ?— 
' c 3 
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If war opened him ‘the way to almost all the 
capitals, it was only peace which could assure 
him a title that a conqueror may assume, but 
which he never possesses till other sovereigns 
have granted it to him. If before the campaign 
of 1 805 some §tates had been guilty of the error 
of acknowledging his title of Emperor without 
fighting, and had even been eageV to bend to the 
yoke, yet the cabinets of Vienna' and St. Peters- 
burgh- had nobly entered the lists to dispute it. 
Austria, in yielding to fortune, only gave him 
the title at IVesburgh, and Russia did not ac- 
knowledge it till two years after at the treaty of 
I’iilsit. But in these concessions, to which the 
misfin'tunes of war attached the greater impor- 
tance, the two greatest sovereigns of the conti- 
nent {>f Europe thought they had purchased 
peace, and generously sacrificed their wounded 
dignity to the tranquillity of their people. Trea- 
ties were concluded between them and Napoleon ; 
the latter was recognised as Emperor, but he 
swore to maintain peace ; his pride was satisfied, 
but the sacrifice of his ambition was required, 
they granted on one side to obtain on the other, 
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and the successful soldier was treated as a bro- 
ther, because they hoped that in shewing sucli 
unexampled condescension, an honour so unex- 
pected, wpuld ‘appease the Usurper’s thirst of 
blood. 

The sovereigns engaged in this new system 
• • • 
kept their promises but too religiously, but has 

he, as the price* of so many sacrifices, adhered 
to any one of his? When* the English govern- 
ment, led on by the national impulse, hiid the 
boldness, or perhaps the geni s, to endeavour to 
prove to the nation that a peace with the man 
who domineered over France was nothing but a 
fine chimera, had this man, then fiisl Consifi qI 

France, the decency to abstain from the invasion 

. . * 

of Italy ? — After the peace of Preshurg did not 
his troops march dii’ectly to Najdcs, and did he 
lose a moment to blow up in Germany the flanif 
of discord and war? — Did he adhere to the ad- 
vantageous conditions which he himself dictated 
at the peace of Tilsit ? — Prussia had iherc con- 
sented to enormous losses, he jtiomised forbear- 
ance towards her"; tbe alliance of the Emperor 
of Russia which he was so ambitions was tlu' 

• C 4 
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price of his condescension ; friendship for the first 
time perhaps, entered into political considera- 
tions ; the interests of Russia were in some niea- 

sure iinnioliited to the preservation of Prussia, 
♦ 

and five yeais of njcthodical plunder wore the 
only recompense of the most painful sacrifices. 
Since that, the hutniliatioa of Denmark, the 
wisdom of the Swede, the subrn'.s&icn of the Cen- 
i't'deralion of the Uhuic, the teaiw of Italy, the re- 
siq’nation of Holland, the despair of Spain. - no- 
thing' ha'- i on able to stop him. He has ])rouiisc(l 
peace to all; on all he has ’made war ; his proclama- 
tions have antionnecd traiupnliiiy : his agents 
ha\‘c .sprrafi (error, 'J’here is not a -people of 
whoso good faith he has no.i deinaiulcd sacrifices, 
not one* whom he has not wronged ; tlicro is not 
a sovereign whom he has not treafod with in- 
dignity, not a state that he has not impovc- 
ished, nut a cabinet that he h-; not de- 
ceived. The enemies of the day, the friends 
of yesterday, and those < f ten years, have 
t<iually experienced his hatred; hesitation 
has been a crime, devotion an artifice, submis- 
sivenc.ss uu useless degradation. In this over- 
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throw of constitutions, of thrones, of kings, 
every thing has been overturned, raised again, 
destroyed with the satfte, fury ;Jt was necessary 
to produce anti reproduce disorder, chaos was the 
tiling of which he stood in need in order to bring 

forth out of it that universal monarcliv, the sole 

, 

resource of a madman, whi'di overstepping all 
bounds is no niore consistent with the laws of 
society in its spirit, than with the rights of hu- 
manity by its feeling. 

Not only are the treaties which the diflerent 
cabinets of Europe have made with France an- 
nulled by the act of war, but the acknowledg- 
ment of'thc title of Emperor is annulled by the 
conduct of the man to whom it was granted. If 
it w"is wrested by victory alone, perhaps it would 
be more the act of passion than of justice, to say 
that it hat been annihilated by defeats; this 
manner of reasoning is too much that of Napo- 
leon himself to set it up in opposition to him. 
But when an Adventurer sprung from so low an 
origin, is raised to such a height, Providence 
docs not suffer such errors but at a price by 
which they may be retrieved. Bonaparte had 
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only to have made France happy to insure the 

people’s remaining submissive to him; a great 

injustice would have bedn committed, a great 

right would have been infringed,' but the tran- 

« 

quillity of thirty millions of men would have been 

superior to the rights- of a single family. Ac- 
* ’ « 

nowiodged as the chief of a great people, he had 

only to !i we entered into the politics of Europe, 

€ 

modestly lo have taken the pkace which the 
King of France occupied, to have encouraged 
political order instead of overturning it, to have 
maintained tranquillity, to have preserved instead 
of destroying, to have ealmed the tempests ; 
llfcse things were all he had to do to hfive been 
looked to by Europe, so mfleh was she disposed 
to hojie evciy thing from him, as the bow which 
is seen after the storm, the pledge to man 
that the divine anger is appeased. * 

Qn these conditions, which could alone, if not 
absolve, at least exeuse him, the kings might 
have admitted him for ever mto that fraternity 
which constitutes them the fathers of one fami- 
ly ; they would have ceased to blush at giving 
him a name of which die would have sougl\t to 



27 

render himself worthy, and the title of sove- 
reign instead of rismaining a tribute would 
have become a recompense. But Napoleon never 

knew hovy to'* do any thing but terrify j his 

• * 

whole life does not offer a single moment in 

which his ferocity has known how to be at rest ; 

• • • 

he has broke every engagement with France, 
every engagement with the powers of Europe, 
every compact with humanity. Condescensions, 
recollections, treaties, are not made for one who 
knows neither respect nor pity.. The Assassin 
of the D.uke d’Enghien, the Conspirator of 
Bayonne, the Jailer of Ferdinand the Seventh, 
the Incendiary of Moscow, is not made to havfe 
a place on the bench* of kings. Before his^fall 
he was unworthy of it, but he trod under foot 
with his powerful armies the states he had de- 
vastated. Judgment was passed though the 
sentence ccJuld not yet be carried into execution ; 
might overpowered conscience ; but the day of 
justice is at length arrived, and it must have its 
course. The sentence of France is still suspend- 
ed, though pronounced ; that of Europe, to 
give, her ^n example, • must first be executed. 
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Let peace succeed to such mighty successes, or 
let war increase, the cause of the French mast 
always be separated frprti tliat of their Oppicssor. 
Driven from the countries over wfiich he had too 
soon assumed the sovereignty, foY to protect is 
with him to subjugate, he has now delivered 
himself up to those whose eyes will be opened 
sooner or later. The punishment is begun, it 
remains for France, more injurdd herself than all 
the rest of Europe united, to complete it. It 
suffices for the sovereigns vvljo have fought with 
so much glory to preserve at the same time pru- 
dence and dignity ; to combine their indignation 
ilgamst one man, with the regards dfie to, we 
may almost say with, the esteem felt for, a great 
p( ople ; and to guard against a magnanimity 
which would be as guilty towards him as it is just 
and necessary towaids his victi us. • 

But Europe is far from having rccoi’icpiered all 
that she had lost : she is equally far from Having 
renounced all that she had consented to lose by 
treaties. Holland, Genoa, Rome, other parts of 
Italy united, that is to say impudently extorted, 
only belonged to France by that universal silence 
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• ^which concealed a mystery that events are about 
I'apidly to unvcH* The will of so many 
millions of men overpo\vcrcd, was converted 
mto an apparent submission, and fifteen 
years of success stifled with their weight twenty 
nations enslaved who could no longer breathe, 
ft is to regain these countries, sold by intriguing, 
or given up by selfish beings,- that the present 
excess of glory must be first •employed, that su- 
perfluity of prosperity which crowns at this mo- 

t 

ment the niost extraordinary nd most perfect 
whole that has ever arisoij in the sphere of poli- 
tics. J uslice ought to be rendered before all other 
things; the conveniences of different states, llie ^ 
changes that lime and events may hav'e rendered 
evt 11 necessary will be weighed in other htllances 
which must be just and pure as the hands by 

** 

which they arc poised. It is no question whether^ 
the war ought to be continued, or peace to be 
made ; such phrases belong only to the spirit of 
party ; the frank and noble conduct of the sove- 
reigns answers for the continuance of a magna- 
nimity which, in this happy moment has com- 
bined all the force of enthusiasm with the firmness 
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of moderation. Princes just among themselves- 
will not be unjust towards those who are still in 
want of their powerful assistance. Politics are 
so rarely indlosed in a circle of wise and well- 
digested principles united witli generous senti- 
ments, that it is necessary to profit by a state of 
things without example, and enjoy the rewards of 
the fortune attached to therp. Victory excites 
generosity, success^ engenders success, and com- 
binations of every kind become more easy and 
more certain. When Russia, Austria, and Prussia, 
find their ancient braciches restored ; when otficr 
states rise again like the reed bent down by the 
storm, who shall have the right to designate such 
or such a people as condemned by policy to find 
the wViight of their chains doubled ? Wherever 
justice stops it ceases to be justice; it 'must be 
complete to preserve its noble character; when 
the people do not pause to make any calculations 
in defending the rights of sovereigns, sovereigns 
ought not to make any in saving the people. 

Holland whom the anguish of an oppressive 
government, and shame at its vile administrators 
could alone induce to support a king; who only 
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ijiidured the removal of this king because of his 
inutility, and oi^ly supported her slavery because 
it was shared with the rest of Europe, — Holland 
has just set a grand example. Id is not the spon- 
taneous movement of despair, it is the sentiment 
of the almighty national power which has pro- 
ducPid an effect as admirable a% the calm with 
which it has been accompanied. If she had 
doubted of the public opiivon, hesitated as to her 
means, mistaken her strerngth, the resistance 
would have been terrible, for indecision would 
' have raised up fnu’tisans to tile French cause. 
But when a people has, by excess of indignation, 
arrived atexcess*of confidence, when if owe* this 
confidence to that wish by which all Europe is in- 

9 

spired, to a coalition much moreastonishing'from 
its probity than from its power, all baseless scaf- 
foldings of |)ower must crumble ])cfore such means. 
Not only, let it be repeated, In ■< Holland given a 
memorable exarnjile, but the wisdom, the dignity 
of her conduct, may lead to the most happy re- 
sults. She has proved to Euroj)e, she has indi- 
cated to France, the immense difference which it 
is important to establish between the mover of so 
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many crimes, and the instruments with which 

they have been executed. The resumption of the 

/ 

cherished colours, tlie cry of Ovange Boven saved 
Holland, but the mildficss exercised toward's Lc 
Brim by whom she was governed, and the troops 
by whom she was oppressed, will perhaps save to 
the Allied Princes years of war, to France many 
crimes, and to Europe a sad repentance. 

I 

Bonaparte has hitherto made his conquests 

with the pen, he has ratified them with the 

sword,' and the congress at Prague is the first 

diplomatic war in which he dias been beaten.' 

Perfidy undertook every thing, force justified 

every thing, but the concentrated indignation of 
« 

some millions of men, the silence of terror could 
not bind them ; from the moment when Genoa, 
Piedmont, Tuscany, Rome, the rest of Italy shall 
raise their voices, they will be free. Amsterdam 
has shewn them the way, and it is not the gener- 
ous policy which has just delivered thc’Germanic 
Empire, that will rc-plunge into slavery people 
who arc desirous of emerging from it. 

In short, if it be jiermitted to deliver ourselves 
up to hopes founded on successes so unexpected, 
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the day will arrive when the Allies, after having- 
rendered justice' to the oppressed, may demand 
a stjict account from thqir oppressors, and with- 

I 

out recurring to the right which Europe has to 
chase from the social compact the man who has 
never acknowledged its laws, let it be permitted 
to examine both the dangers of war and the in- 
conveniencies of peace. 

It is certain ‘that peace might be made with 
Napoleon ; for he has ncgociators to promise, 
agCiits to deceive, ministc.s to make fine-turned 
phrases, ambassadors i*o sign, and, above all, a 
character perfidious enough to engage his word 
and forfeit his faith. But who can now doubt 
that such a peace would ,be the most dangerous 
of truces ? — ^ould Europe, for this time without 
an excuse since she will not have yielded to the 
empwe of necessity, find again in a century the 
moment she has now suffered to escape ? *In 
acknowledging the bravery of the allied troops, 
and the skill of their Generals, what would re- 
produce a second time that enthusiasm, that 
ardour which has doubled the faculties of all? — 
Wh^t could re>assemble., at one and the same 

D 
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point, so many Sovereigns united by esteem, ana 
become companions in arms ?-^What would re* 
produce that niiraculops*agrccnicnt of so many 

f* 

interests to which one common want, pne uni- 
versal hatred, have given so perfect an unity ? — 
In order to raise again tlic spirit of the Russians, 
to exasperate again the Prussians, to exalt these 
nations even above their hereditary courage, 
must Moscow again be delivered up to the 
flames,, must Iwenty provinces of Prussia become 
anew the prey to fifty tliousand spoliators r-—. 
Excess of evils have prodiicod incalculable cfiTccts, 
the icmedy hao ariseiiout of the evil, misfortunes 
have been useful, but like evils would never again 
produce like remedies.. The national exaltation 
might be the same, but it would never resume 

i 

the same paths ; what is foreseen may be wise, 
but it is only that which was not foreseen that 
can be groat. Peace would break tlic enchant- 
ment, the charm would be dissolved for the Allied 
Powers, as it has just been dispersed for the 
French. The people, suffered to return to repose, 
would resume their ordinary ideas, and every 
thing would slacken in, Europe in proportion as 
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the thirst of vesgeance would re-establish the 
means which so many victories have just anni- 
hilated. ' ’ » , 

If peace shoiild be admissijble, if these French, 
so proud of their conquests, should be forced to 
repass the Furc^ Caudinw, like. the Romans, 
wlio were not the less afterwards masters of the 
world, what tranquillity could reasonably be 
hoped for ? — Napoleon was guilty of one fault 
which led to all the others, that of believing in 
the “iubniission of Iminhled nations. It is not for 
the Allies,, who have profited by this security, to 
imitate it. No peace will ever chain the most 
perfidious* of men, and (he more shameful it 
should be, tlic sooner’ would ho be di.sengaged 
from it. To get rid of his enemies is at present 
the most complete victory he could obtain, and 
it can only 'be obtained by the pens of his 
negociators.* To break that unity which over- 
whelms him ; to estrange from each other 
those Sovereigns who now communicate freely 
together, who reciprocally exchange their 
thoughts, their wills ; to make politics return 
into their usual labyrinth these are the ends 


* n a 
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to which his wishes must directed. What 

would momentary sacrifices cost him, as Berthier 

lately wrote to, him, and as his Senate seemed to 

give him to understand; could he purchase too 

dearly the dissolution of an alliance which never 

could be revived ? — Could he pot promise every 

thing, in order to disperse such afi assembled 

force ? — Peace with Napoleon would be only the 

dissolution of the coalition without any cquiva> 

lent; it would be the act of madness of a man, 

who, having disarmed an assassin, should, at 

1 

parting, return him the dagger he had wrested 
from him. 

There are precautions to be taken m making 
pef.cc, gf which the’Allies cannot avail them- 
selves in the same manner that he has. done, 
who, under like circumstances, has set them so 
despotic an example. In -igning' it upon the 
banks of the Rhine, upon the exhausted soil of 
Germany, can they leave great armies to watch 
the movements of that Bonaparte, who, what- 
ever denomination they may please to give him, 
whatever character he may have the air of assum- 
ing, will always be their enemy ? — If it be not 
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•the reconquered countries that are to feed such 

vast armies; can^-ussia for a long time support 

live hundred thousand men at five hundred leagues 

from Her frontiers ? — Can it be expected of Swe- 

den, who has already msdc «uch great efforts in 

depriving herself of her Prince and of her Army ? 

—"And, if the most d^tant powers oannot sustain 

such expenses* how far would it be expedient 

for them to abandon such a^trust to those more 

within reach of charging themselves with it ? — 

Peace would plant a germ of uneasiness 

atnong the Cabinets who have sfiewn so much 

# 

good faith ’ towards each other during the war, 
and Bonaparte, in signing it, would already have 
gained his first victory. 

The war has been hitherto carried on ,witlj«the 
enthusiasm of the Crusades ; this enthusiasm 
has supplied every thing; it has abridged the 
time, it has rendered all privations easy to be 

t ^ • ' 

borne. Those sovereigns who were the most 
impoverished by the preceding wars, have been 
this time rich in the unbounded confidence 
placed in them by their generous subjects j but 
at the return of a like war, every one would feel 
• • D 3 ’ 
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his woes, like the brave Crusaders at their return 
from Palestine. Great penuryy^the consequence 

of great sacrifices, would be severely felt ; a part 

• 

of the tributes rvliich the universe pays to tfie in- 

f 

dustry of England, Would no longer he'lp to re- 
animate fainting Germany, and gold, so liberally 
spent in conquering and rey^^nging, would itself 
become scarce and difficult to be obtained, when 

nothing would be tho/ight of but preserving it. 

* 

Bonaparte, after the peace of Tilsit, left a part 
of his army to live at discretion in the Electorate 
of Brandenburgli, At every cbmplaint made by 
the Prussian government, he aggravated the evil, 
by increasing his demands; it was the Barbarian 

i $ 

Brennus casting his heavy sword into the balance 

f 

in which they were weighing the treasures of 

Rome. But notwithstanding the errors of the 

Princes who composed the. Confederation of the 

« 

Rhine, such resources could not be employed 
by their noble liberators. To entertain such a 
thought, they must be upon the soil of France,, 
and to execute it, their bosoms must be strangers 
to compassion, like his who set them the cruel 
example. 
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To make peace without narrowly watchihg the 
Tyrant who had^cen compelled to make it, would 
be a want of foresight which cannot be supposed, 
and il is obvious how deaf, and how didicult to 
be execifted, would be the precautions necessary 
for insuring its duration. It is the unconquer- 
able .character .of J^m who leads the French 
astray, thkt repels this humane idea ; the first 
act of humanity is to presqfvc ourselves, and the 
first act of prudence is not to reproduce, by a few 
months of repose, an interminable war. 

* Jf the Allies, i« the state into which the. war 
and the consequences of the (Continental system 
have plunged their finances, should find them- 
selves no longer in a state to maintain a formi- 
dable attitude on the banks of the Rhine, it may. 
be advanced without hesitation, that the English 
would no longer pay them subsidies to support a 

peace in which they would have no share. It is 
, • 
only, then, on a general peace that the ideas An 

be permitted to fix themselves, and since it has 
been proved by that of Amiens how extremely 
dangerous it is to give back his arms to a mad- 
man, it is very admissible to conclude, that as 

h 4 



40 


long France shall uphold the chief she has 
given herself, she will experien^j all the horrors 
of wpr. 

It is very possible to*make an alliance wifh an 
Usurper ; history has, ajas ! fanhiiarised us with 
these political monstruosities. But it is his cha- 
racter which must justify forfunCy it is his I'eign 
when it has been one of general utility, which 

t 

alone can varnish over the crime. Cromwell 

I 

merits no favour from posterity, yet England 
and Europe, in owing their repose to him, suf- 
fered him quietly to enjoy the 'fruit of his mis- ' 
deeds. It it was by guilt that he attained' the sove- 
reign pow er, he supported himself in it by talents 
formed to dazzle the mind. Napoleon, on the 
contrary, arrived at po'wer ty his talents, and 
has only supported himself in it by crimes.— 

Obliged by his personal situation to think of his 

( 

power before he thought of his empire, it was 
itltpossible that his ambition should identify itself 
with the prosperity of the country that he go- 
verns. Founder of a dynasty he has only labour- 
ed to produce that disorder on which he niight 
establish it. All that is not France, is the pedestal- 
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on which be planned to raise his colossal power, 

but the base ha^fallen ; the idol remains, but 

they have ceased to offer incense to it, and it 

will soon be overthrown by its ^admirers them- 

selves. If the policy ofi siich a sovereign rested 

upon the real strength of France, upon her trade, 

her population) h©r^ riches, her • relations with 

her neighliours, she might be brought into the 

balance, and calculations flight be made upon 

established truths ; but it depends alone on the 

interest of him who created It, it swells with his 

fratensions, it is 'shaken by his reverses, and 

follows the unequal march of all his passions.— 

To treat with such a man, would be.,TOn- 
, » 
demning ourselves to be tied down to views of 

which we are ignorant, to principles whiefi do 

not exist ; for France will have no system as long 

as she remains delivered up to the caprices of her 

Oppressor. 

Any peace which does not bring with it such 
an equilibrium, as would dispense with the Allies 
observing precautions no less burdensome than 
the war itself, cannot be thought®of. The sacri- 
fice of a coalition without example, of an unani- 
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unity ^^hich has no model, of a re-union of sove- 
reigns created by a sovereign w^o has in himself 
no personal ambition, would be sucli a sacrifice, 
that it could never be* repaid except in such a 
general pacification as would put an entire end 
to a state of convulsion ; to point out the evil, is 
sufficient to indicate the r^icdy. France has 
only one step to take to obtain pea<^e ; it is to 
recover her independence, and to make a good 

f 

use of it ; Europe, as the price of twenty years 
of war, asks nothing of her but to insure her own 
happiness. ‘ ' , 

But supposing that the vapours of success 
shoyjd intoxicate the conquerors in llicir turn ; 

« i 

in going so far as to believe it possible that sove- 

^ « 

reigns who have been so wise in undertaking, so 

prudent in preserving, so generous in restoring, 

could feel a sentiment of vengeance, how far 

( 

may it be allowable to suppose that victory would 

’ t 

draw them on ? 

For the same reason that the Russians attacked in 
rheir empire, and the Prussians treated with out- 
rage at their own doors, shewed a force superior 
t© every thing that could be expected even from 
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nations eminently brave ; is it not permitted to 
believe that thcvFrcnch driven within their own 

I 

frontiers, would resume that energy of despair, so 
dangerous to be awakened among a great people ? 

a 

Crushed'by the loss of tvw) armies of three hundred 
thousand men each, nothing but the invincible 
horror that every rwtion feels at the invasion of 
its count/y can excite all parties in France to 
unite in one rallying pointj||Love of the country 
has just saved Europe, the same sentiment may 
make her run the greatest dangers ; there are re- 
'i.i'^dies which tuVn to poison,' there are arms 
which recoil on ourselves if we do not know how 
to make a right use of them. A civil wai; in 
France which would have a lawful end, would 
be grievous undoubtedly, 'for justice never tfught 
to present itself under the aspect of violence, but 
its short duration would diminish its horrors ; 
that on the contrary which would spring out of 
anarchy, which should not attach itself to any 
consoling idea, could not but be fatal. The 
Allies invited only by one party would have to 
fight all the others, without knowing exactly who 
were their friends and who their enemies. In- 
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volved quickly in national jealousies, they would 
learn sooner or later that a woma/, a child, gene- 
rals without glory, a deliberative body held in 
no respect, could no mbre succeed to a colossal 

f 

reputation than replacfe a jawful right. 

The emancipation of Germany, the admirable 
deliverance of Holland arc qjjfciined ; these great 
acts are nearly consummated. -The completion 
of the independence||^f Spain, the liberation of 
the Low Countries, that of Italy, and the anni- 
hilation of that vast political preponderance which 
threw all the powers of the first rank into th§ 
cond, ought to be at present the objects of the 
war», France must be separated from every thing 
that is not herself; she must abandon those in- 
corpdtatioBS which have only increased her 
weight without adding to her valour. One step 
more would compromise the general tranquillity 

t 

for years. The French nation, the eldest daugh- 
ter of Europe, as her sovereign was the eldest 
son of the Church,- can never be erased from the 
list of civilized nations ; her roots are struek too 
deep, her branches arc spread too wide around, 
her language is too universal, her destfuction 
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would shake aH social order. For twenty years 
past she has been a torrent which threatened to 
destroy every thing ; buj let her return into her 
bed, arid hcV salutary waters may yet produce 
health and fecundity. 

If the conquest of France presents great difficul- 
# * 

ties, thosp which arc opposed to dividing her 
among other powers are yet more insurmount- 
able. This the Allies know, and the French 
have nothing to fear. In vain docs the Tyrant, 
, in hopes of persuading them that the hatred borne 
to 1dm is addressed to’ them, cry : They menace 
you with slavery ! France must understand that 
nothing is menaced but to set her at liberty. • It 
is not a hew yoke that is, held out to her^j it is 
tin; offer of delivering her from that under which 
she is now bow'ed ; to reunite her to Europe, to 
separate Ifer from her Oppressor ; these are the 
ends at 'Which the plans of so many* generous 
sovereigns are aimed. If the French knew what 
the Allied Princes suffer from a blindness which, 
liaving merited their vengeance, excites only 
their compassion, they would not hasten to march 
against them in crouds, with arms in their hands. 
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But they arc deceived, they are Ic'd astray ; false- 
hoods, however, unsupported by any one single 
fact, cannot be long befprt they are unveiled. 

I 

When Bonaparte ^says that it 'is thp gold of 
England which purchases all Europe over to its 
system, can these poor people, deprived of all in- 
dustry, refuse to believe that it is excess of in- 
justice which has brought back' independence ? 
The misfortunes of the war maty be concealed 
from them, but they do not find their children 
restored ; they h^ar of victoriesj but the husband,^ 
the son, the brother returds not ! Hope is in all 
the proclamations, Despair is in every heart. 
Sovne liired writers, some prefects paid for lying, 
some towns led on by intriguers, for enthusiasts 
exist no longer, come to the foot of the throne to 
offer up pompous phrases ; bachelors tender the 
sons of fathers of families, vagabonds the gold of 
persons 6f property, the rich the blood of the 
poor inhabitants of the country. They depart 
to serve the ambition of me.i in place, they talk 
to fill the official papers, they return to elude all 
that they had promised. But 'in the midst of 
this, parade of patriotism, the creditor of tlje state 
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sees with dismay%credit annihilated, and the pea- 
sant in the villageicannot look on his last child 
without tears. * , 

France is ignorant at this moment that the soil 
of Germany is covered with the bodies of three 
hundred thousand of her soldiers ; falsehood cir- 
culates rapidly over hhr provinces, but it is only 
with trembling Steps and by oblique ways that 
truth ever penetrates into tllem. In spite of the 
emphatic language of the bulletins, and the ob- 
scurity of the intelligence they cgntain, victories 
alwayTcornpel retreats. It will be recollected that 
after the battles of Austerlitz, of Wagram, and 
of Friedla>nd, there was no demand made for thrdb 
hundred thousand fresh conscripts ; and if tjicse 
misfortunes are ascribed to the difficulty of 
making peace, it is in order to obtain it spee- 
dijy that new sacrifices are wrested from them. 
There is no reason, then, to be alarbed at 
an apathy which arises from the most com- 
plete ignorance; but France is about to be 
instructed, credulity is about to expire under the 
fury of tyranny ; the last crown is not yet spent, 
but the gulph of the defiojt opens, and nothing 
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can fill it up again. Napoleon fopmerly, in calling 
for sacrifices, could remind them of his glory ; he 
has only at present ^to' conceal his shanve ; he 
could exact every thing from admiratipn, he has 
nothing to hope from contempt; the epoch of 
extortions is arrived ; to support a remnant of 
illusion, which is dying atv^y, no other resource 
remains to him but that of p'ersuading France 
that the Allied Powers would interfere with the 
integrity of her ancient provinces. It is the part 
of tliose Powers to prove the contrary; in occu- 
pying the territory which the fortune of their 
arms is about to deliver up to them, let them de- 
clare, with that frankness which has -united all 
Gertrlany, which has determined Holland, that it 

is in the name of the French to be delivered soon 

« 

from an oppressive yoke, that they attack the 
French still in slavery. In leaving to a great 
nation 'the honour of returning from their own 
errors and disposing of themselves, the Allies, 
without laying this down ao an absolute law, in- 
dicate enough, even by the conduct of the people 
whom they have already saved, what they believe 
necessary. The national pride, a sentiment which 



must be respected^ since it has just accomplished 
such great miracles, disarmed by so much mag- 
naniipity, will separate* at kngth the cause of a 
single man from the happiness of*all. 

If the restraint which the greater Powers, in 
conformity with the principles they profess, think 
it right to put ’upon titemselves, places an obstacle 
in the way of alHdeas of conquest, and if France, 
which is not, like CermEfny, in the centre of 
Europe, not being in a situation to be entered by 
the Powers on her borders, ought consequently 
+0 be* respected by thbse whose States do not 
touch upon her, it remains to examine how far 
the Princes of the Germanic Empire, roused'from , 
the terror that led them a§tray, ought to interest 
themselves in her existence. These little States 
can only serve as passages to arrive at France, and 
they will be, in the new order of things, what 
they were under Napoleon, mere military roads. 

, It is their part then, still more than that of the 
great Powers, to abjure all idea of reprisals, to 
repel all thoughts of vengeance, and, above all, 
not to endeavour to blow up a spirit of discord ; 
if itjbe noble, if it be useful in the strongest to 



,desii*e justice, it is indispensable in the treakest to- 
excite it. < 

But admitting that ji doalition so unifom in its 
march, so wise in its principles, so unjted in its 
military prowess, crowns the most brilliant of 
campaigns by the most noble policy, what is 
that regenerated France wKich it concerns l^urope 
to recal into her bosom ?— Is it France, such as 
she was at the epoch when the* first convulsions 
broke down all equilibrium, or that which said 
at Rastadt, at Lunevillc, at ^miens, I require^a 
fifth, ill addition to my ^pulation, to indemnify 
me for the misfortunes of which I have been my- 
s'clf 'the cause? — If it be unworthy of a good 
cau$e to punish a nation which has been the sport 
of the ambitious leaders by whom she was go- 
verned, it is unjust to recompense the enterprises, 
of those leaders. France has no ri^ht whatever 
to the countries she has invaded, for'the genera- 
tion that witnessed the invasion still exists, 
and protests against the violence it experienced- 
Time has not sanctioned such outrages, tlie 
wounds are not yet closed, they are still bleeding. 
Sh^ll the presCTiptionr, which the laws .grant to 
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individaals, be reYused to nationsr and do twenty 
years, at the utmo*!t, present an sera sufficiently 
remott? to legitimatize an usurpation? Let not 
the renunciations made b,y tlie Powers, and the 
indemnities received, be offered as a sanction ; all 
was proposed by forc^ and accepted,by necessity; 
the present* war has annulled all treaties engen" 
dered by preceding wars ; Euioj)e can no longer 
bind herself but *by a general peace established 
upon the rights of nations; victory has just over-' 

th*‘own all that victory had built u^). 

* • 

But can -France, impoverished by so many 
misfortunes, exist without those provinces, of 
which the 'Allied Powers have a right to demandf 
the restitution ? — Yes,’ if it* be France delivered 
from her oppressor and* disposed to live at peace. 
Restored from that time to the European com- 
munion, inspiring confidence, recalling ancient 
ties of friendship, and strong in {til the advan- 
tages which she derives from nature, in this 
tranquil state she wilt be permitted to recover in 
a few years what she will think site has lost. 
England who has no other animosity against her 
than Vhat is essential to ‘her own safety, M%i!l' 

E 2 
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find again with pleasure consumers for her arti- 
cles of commerce, and a hope of rivalship will 
restore to h^r, her 'young marines emulous of 
future glory, France, exchanging her conquests 
for her colonies, her despotism for peaceable 


laws, her conscription fop peace, her political 
preponderanoe for internal happiness, will learn 

i 

by a fortunate experience that a country which 
can alone of all the countries in the. universe 


produce a population of twenty-seven millions 
of men all speaking the ^same language, pro- 

e 

fessing the same worship, having the same laws, 
and as it were the same character, has nothing to 
regret upon earth, and still less any thing to 


ency. . 

But France condemned to be happy cap never 
suit one who to consolidate his own power must 

K 

exhaust all her faculties. He mus*t raise her to 

i 

maintain hinjself, for stability only belongs to 
-legitimacy of power. The present is every thing 
to such a man, his victories -are his only rights, 
and as such rights are soon worn out they must 
be constantly renewed. Bonaparte can only 
rfign in France as long as his system" reigns on 
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the Continent. It is no longer by the pe^ce of 
AmienSj by the 'peace of Luneville that he can 
replace himself, it'is only by that of Tilsit or of 
Vienn'a ; the prosperity o6 fSngland makes this 
an imperious law to him, Bonaparte and Eng- 
lish liberty can never exist together ; this terri- 
ble axiom is the sentence of his annihilation. 

* * . . . 

A:s long as a country exists in which Opinion 

shall watch over his conduct, where the Liberty 

9 

of the Press shall denounce it not only to tlie 
rest of Europe but to his own jxiople, the dan- 
ger of peace will be to him incalculable. It is 

• 

only by enveloping himself in mystery, by com- 
municating with the French solely through the 

• ^ 

medium of emphatic harangues or the base adu- 
lation of his ministers, th^it he can l^eep tfiem 
in their error, and it* is the Patriotism of the 
English that he fears much more than their gold 
or their armies. 

Let him ’then negociate in order to gain time ; 
let him give up to resume ; let him yield and 
deceive ; his moderation never can be any thing 
but a trick ; — but if the Allies, dupes of this mo- 
deration, were to renounce saving Italy, sup- 

E S 
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•t) * 

porting Holland, and putting the finishing stroke 

i 

.to the achievements of the immortal Wellington, 

this would be to lose in one day the fruits of two 

admirable carr\paigns/ The great empire is 

mouldering away, the .work must be' finished. 

The great vassals, if it be permitted to employ 

for a moment the langua^crof iheir Oppressor, 

have raised the standard of revolt. ' Napoleon 

« 

can no longer have apy political connection with 
Bavaria, with Wirtendjcrg, or any of the Princes 
of the German Empiic; no peace or guarantee 
can ever shelter them frorn.^iis vengeance, and 
every treaty that shall place them under the safe- 
giyird of the distant powers, will leave them at 
the mercy of this Tyrant, wdio, sooner or later, 
wilF give a fatal lesson to Europe, if they have 
the weahness to spare him. The Allies, in thi^ 
word must be included England and the pow’ers 
of the Continent, the Allies did not abandon the 

e 

causeof Spain on t|i^e banks of the Oder; they 
finally decided her fate at the battle of Leipsic ; 
they will restore her a king on the banks of the 
Rhine. The Pyrenees raise their proud heads 
behind the great man who alone could level 
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them before him; Ferdinand the Seventh will 
reign over a people towards whom he can never 

be sufficiently prodigal of his love. The Spani> 

• • 

ards tehind the Ebro may plac^ their depen- 
dence upAn policy, but .upcft the Bidassoa they 
depend only upon themselves; this people have en- 
tered into the comrsion cause, henceforward they 
may serve ‘it and be served by it, with an equal 
reciprocity. The Emperor Alexander’s invasion 
of Germany no doubt influenced the mighty pro- 
gress of the conqueror of Sal'unancar the bloody 
battlgs of Lutzen* and Bautzenf facilitated the 
victory of Vittoria, the assault of St. Sebastian, 
and the taking of Pampeluna ; but Wellington 

a • 

in his turn insured the unexpected successes at 
Culm, at Dennewitz, at Bischoffswjcrder* and 
Leipsic. The echoes’ of the Pyrenees answered 
to the cri,cs of joy which resounded through the 
plains of Saxony ; the great Generals divined 
each other, and a fraternity of glory was esta- 
blished among these worthy rivals. 

It is only on the terms of replacing the grand- 
son of Philip the Fifth upon the throne of his 

ancestors, that we can suppose a peace signed on 

* . 

E 4 • 
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ihe bftinks of the Rhine. But what agreement 

i 

can ever subsist between Spain and France, while 

the latter remains in the hands of her Oppressor ? 

• • ^ 

If the Spaniards could'forget the exactions of the 
French armies ancl\he*>French the vtrigeance of 
the guerillas, with what face could the tyrani of 
Bayonne ever *see again that of* the Prin,ce on 
whom he imposed the cruel alternative of abdi- 
cation or death ? — W^hat alliance ever could be 

* 

made between the sacrificer and his victim?— or 
what ambassador, other than the infamous one 
already charged' with like messages, could charge 
himself with carrying to Madrid pledges of a 
lik^ faith ?-n-Not only is every compact at an end 

< r 

between Bonaparte and the Trinces who have 
bornt his .chains, but every means is annihilated 
of keeping down hatred and contempt ; the*^ op- 
presstid will long retain a remembrance of their 
wrongs, the Tyrant of his crimes, and his con- 
science will never suffer him' to believe in any 
reconciliation. 

But if it be permitted to see all the faults 
which it might be possible to commit, if is no 
longer possible to fear them. In recurring to 
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old errors, new actions must not be forgotten, 
the ancient jealousies of their cabinets must be 
opposed to the concord reigning personally 
among the sovereigns, aild references must not 
be ungratefully made to other epochs, when it 
is so sweet for the honour of human nature to 


dwell^upon the present. * 

The idea of a peace which should restore to 
Napoleon all he has lost, tljiat is to say the power 
of still menacing Spain, of attacking Holland, of 
preserving Genoa, of lordi; g it over Switzer- 
land,, of occupying'all Italy, bein^ then wholly in- 
admissible, it is lime to combat the only chimera 
to which the unreflecting partisans of fv(jry 
thing that bears the name of peace seem still to 
adhere. The utmost caution ought to be hxer- 
cised’ against imitating Germany in her blind- 
ness, and abandoning to France what so many 
people have had the folly to call her natural 
limits. Besides the evil of giving back to the 
Usurper what he no longer has, an army ; besides 
the danger of engaging by signing a peace to send 
him back three hundred thousand prisoners, who 
would be at this moment the only soldiers on 
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whom' he could place any dependence, would it 

« 

not be an act of the highest imprudence to re- 
place such a man at the point whence he set out ? 

« • 

Shall Mayence, the bulwark of the Germanic 

Empire, be left in the hands of him,' who, as 

long as he lives, will never consider the Princes 

of the Confederation of the* Rhine but as un- 

*> ' 

grateful wretches and rebels. And' what are 

I 

these pretended bourylaries placed by nature to 
the ambition of nations ? — the course of a great 
river, 'of some smaller rivers. Such ideas never 
enter into political calculations but when fear 
and not justice reign in the cabinets. The French 
ha>’e, for many years cried loudly , to establish 
this system ; but if the interest of the conqueror 
has homo away every 'other consideration, have 
not these pretended natural limits been ‘over- 
leaped ? — the Rhine was then no longev found to 
. * * 

be the true barrrier, the Elbe soon became the 
river that the blindest ambition chose as the 
boundary to separate free from enslaved Europe. 

To feel the danger of any peace, be it what it 
may with an Usurper who never coujd make any 
but a perfidious use of it, we should only recur 
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to the misfortunes, the successes, the events of. 
every kind, the variety of sentiments, the extra- 
ordinary combination that assembled upon the 
same soil the Emperors bf Russia and Austria, 
the King of Prussia, the Pi’ince Royal of Sweden, 
and ask, if ever a hope could reasonably be en- 
tertained of a dike reunion being a second time 
brought together ? 

The Allies, arrived at a point of exaltation, 

1 

which alone could produce such happy combina- 
tions, can nevermore risk losing, even* for an 
appearance of got/d, an advantage so incalculable. 
It is not the extent of country which these so- 
vereigns have reconquered, that forms at present 
the most brilliant part of their career ; it is the 
generosity, the unanimity, the justice* whidh pro- 
duced so much success ; it is these things that 
give them their highest title to the admiration of 
Europe, to the blessings of posteritjr. The 
grandest part of their conquests is that obtained 
over every sentiment of joiilousy, over all su- 
perannuated pretensions, and this it is no longer 
in the power of Bonaparte to snatch from them. 
To tarnish their glory is his only hoj>e ; let this 
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glory remain spotless, and the distance, already 

t 

immense, between these great sovereigns and 

him, precludes for ever any of those connee- 

< • 

tions which lienpeforward would be a scandal to 
the page of history. • . > 

A peace which shall reduce France within 
her ancient frontiers is then friie .only error to- 
wards which it is permitted to glance as among 
the number of possible^ ones. But such a peace 
it is not dangerous to combat, as it can never 
suit the Tyrant, he is not powerful enough to ac- 
cept it. To rdturn within tiie first limits of 
France, such as she was before an order of 
thirj,gs which forced her to overstep them, it 
would be necessary for him to have a claim to 
greater confidence froni the* world at large ; he 
must not have ofl'ended all the sovereigns of^the 
universe, and must be able to reckon upon the 

t 

Allies that a new balance of power would attach 
to his policy. To govern in peace he must have 
finances proportionate to his projects, with fewer 
accorpplices to purchase,, and a less complicated 
administratiorr to support. He must, by the 
uniformity of his means, the fixed nature of his 
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plans, the wisflom of his counsels, the moderation 
of his views, rav’ve agriculture, give a new life 
to commerce, renounce pillage, humble himself 
so far ^s to 6we nothing hut to the fecundity of 
the soil, to the industry of the inhabitants. But 
in order to enter yito such engagements with Eu- 
rope, with his people, with himself, he must 
also have the virtues requisite to govern, and not 
be at once the worst administrator, the most un- 
skilful financier, that ever vvas at the head of- a 
great empire. 

If Bonaparte, deceiving all the calculations 
which, from the present aspect of things, can be 
made Upon his character, should consent to re- 
turn within the boundaries of political order, he 
would soon learn at his own expense, that disor- 
der is the only element of an Usurper. Uneasy 
as to th*e future, alarmed for the present, 
ashamed»of the past, he would tremble with rea- 
son for what is called so absurdly his dynasty. 
Precipitated from the summit of his glory into 
a labyrinth of embarrassments, and of deficits 
in every wa)', he would recal the idea of Satan 
irttije. abyss, still revolving in his mind the pro- 
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jeet of scaling Heaven. France, ‘crushed under 
the ideas of such a man, would soon see herself 
punished by tyranny for Her weakness ; uncasi- 

f 

ness would engender disobedience, 'terroj' would 
reproduce despair; this country spared by the 
Allies from hum^anity, would h^ave no resource to 
avert destruction but the hbrrors of a civil war. 

In desiring to save France, she’ would only be 
condemned to great misfortunes ;*the same thing 
would .happen that almo t always attends the 
false philanthropy of our days ; ^the evil would be 
found in mistaken ideas of good, would also 
be condemning the other powers to long years of 
disljuietude, and incalculable expenses. The 
treaty lOf Lunev ille, so advantageous to those who 
adhered to it, is no longer the point to which it 
is allowable to return ; a second peace of West- 
phalia can alone be looked to, and Russia h^ 
merited to take, in arranging it, the* place of 
that France which w'as then respected by all Eu- 
rope, because she was governed by lawful sove- 
reigns, who had uo other ambition but to .secure 
her happiness. , 

If ^after twenty years of reverses it be jJer- 
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initted to coHtr^ict a habit of fear, to this weak- 
ness perhaps is to^be ascribed, the uneasiness of 
those, who sec in the* Eftiperor of Austria a 
supporter of the tyrant of Jhc Germanic empire, 

and in tlie Crown Prince of Sweden the rival 

* 

of an Usurper. all tlie proofs of resj)cct, of 
adraii^ation it may be added, which can be of- 
fered to these two princes, the boldness of inves- 
tigating such a question being perhaps the least, 
equivocal, it shall be that which wc hasten to 
give them. 

The war of 18oy in Austria, having delivered 
up the capital to the enemy, and the armistice 
of Znaim leaving little hope, violence dictated 
the laws, and devotedness received them, ifran- 
cis the Second considered himself more the fa- 
ther of his people than of his children ; immo- 

lating the m'an to the sovereign, by the greatest 
of all sacriaces, he purchased, not peace, *for that 
was made, but the hope of a tranquillity which 
he has never obtained. More generous than the 
chief of the Greeks, it was for the repose of his 
people, not for the sack of a town that he gave 
up his daughter. He did not pretend to descend 
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to a level with his son-in-law, hfe thought him- 
self sufficiently great to rais^ him to his own 
level; and it was i'n^the hope of appeasing 
his ambition by the, honour which he condes- 
cended to do him, that this Prince sacrificed 
himself. A policy established^ upon sentiments so 
generous, cannot become the ])rotector of such 
ills as some affect to fear ; Ihb attachment of 
the father will not befray the duties of the sove- 
reign, .since the attac'iiineut of the sovereign su- 
perseded the duties of the father. The most 
natural of all kinds of * afl’cetion may influence 
the measures of individuals ; a head so dear will 
placed under the safeguard of the French 
natiqn ; but Europe \v;ill not be deceived in her 
hopes. 

Bonaparte has betrayed the confidence of the 
Emperor of Austria ; he has neither ‘acknowledg- 
ed the ties of blood, nor respected those of gra- 
titude. He has put no curb to his ambition, he 
has adhered to none of the engagements he con- 
tracted ; the ties of policy are broken, those that 
subsist are merely personal, they cannot influ- 
ence combinations top vast and too ipipartant 
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not to supersede alHndividual feelings. In case 

of those events to which. the, chances of war or 

• . • . . . 
internal dissensions may lead, it* is difficult to 

. conceive ifiat it would be* for the interest of the 


cabinet of Vienna i!b see an Archduchess sanc- 
tion by her signature tbe'will of a wretched fac- 
tion. It is to save this noble victim, and not to 
support her, that the powertof the sovereign, the 
dignity of the august chief, and the tenderness 
of the father would be exerted. 

More impoitant ty the force of opinion than 
by military power, of less preponderance from the 


number of his troops than from his military rf* 
putation, the Prince Royal of Sweden by his 
noble and consistent conduct docs not deserve to 


he sus'prcted of an ambition which would do no 
honour to his, prudence, and which never can be 
sanctioned reason. Let the admiration with 
which he has inspired those who have been nearly 
connected with him; let that exalted nature which 
surprizes all the hearts that he has conquered, 
have put the idea of bis entertaining such an am- 
bition into the heads of some persons, it is an 

* * * .* * * 
error too excusable upder certain points of view 


F 
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to render it necessary here to^combat it But it 
is bringing his honour into question, to conceive 
that a man who lived for eighteen years upon the 
theatre of factions, and traversed them all with 
glory, who escaped by the most honourable part, 
should abandon the illus#.riou8 blood with which 
he is now identihed, to plunge again into a gulph; 
— this cannot fora moment be supposed. The heir 
of a crown, the adopted son of a king, will never 
descend to act the part of an Usurper ; he will 
never attempt to raise hitnself by a fall ;; he has 
sacred engagements to fulfil, and he will be faith- 
/hl 'to them. He owes himself to lS?wcden by 
whom he is justly beloved, to the armies who 
obey and admire him, , to the sovereigns who 
have honoured him with a fraternal friendship . 
and a confidence the value of which 'he is so ca- 
pable'of feeling. „ 

But inadmittingthepossibilityof an event which 
would spare France great misfortunes and Europe 
long years of disquititude, can any Cne think of 
stopping short, without attainingthe end for which 

V 

so many efforts have been made, so many ^idvan- 
tages gained ? It is an error to believe in that fatal 
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liberty which renders empires entirely indepen- 
dent the one of thA other. The national will of 
a couhtry has a claim to.be respected in a very 
eminent degree*, to be coi^sidxred with the utmost 
deference, but it mu^t be subordinate to a general 
principle, to theco^nmon interests. of human na- 
ture. Europe is, in fact, one great Christian 
republic, for Constantinople is only a single city 
in this vast circle. The trade, the manners, the 


customs, form too many points of contact between 
the different states,, and the pr.litical, diseases are 
too contagious not to require that one supreme 
police should watch over the general security. 
The government that France may adopt if stie 
escapes from a militaty despotism, canpot be in- 
different to the sovereigns and the people that 
surround her. Experience in this respect repels 
theory, antf humanity retains her rights against 
the Philosdphy of the day. Let the inhabitants 
of a country ameliorate their laws, let them con- 


solidate their rights, let them strengthen orbalance 
the authorities by which they are governed, let 
them correct instead of destroying, support in- 
stead of overturning ; the wisdom of such jnea- 

?2 
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sures, the tranquillity with which they are pur- 
sued can never be alarming Hh the neighbouring 
people. But that in the midst of Europe the na- 
tion wljich, of all otiier?, has the most communi- 
cation with her neighbours^ should adopt, not 
through her oum caprice, but'! he. caprice of a few 
factious spirits, such a constitution as they please 
to give themselves, this is what, warned by expe- 
rience, the sovereigns around cannot reasonably 
admit’ or support. Was it France that on the 
eighteenth pf Brumaire gave herself to Bona- 

4 

parte, or was it only the wrecks of certain factions r 
— Was it France that offered him the Consulate 
fdv life, that afterwards gave him the crown, or 
was it a senate chosen by himself? — An appeal in 
such cases is always, in theory, made to the people, 
but how far are they in fact consulted ?;— It is in 

I 

virtue of this free choice, which 's a’ mere chimera, 

•• • 

that France in two and twenty years has made . 
every discovery possible in the way of error. A 
monarchy without a king in she declared 

war against all the powers by which she wassur- 
rounded ; fallen into anarchy in 1792 > she me- 
naced all the sovereigrts ; a democratic fepublic- 
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she passed over^her i^ntiers and deluged Europe 
with a million of soldiers. Returned to a inor^ 
consolidated- gover^^menj; in 1 799 she spread dis- 
order in all the cabinets and concision in all poli- 
tical relations ; at lengthj under a military des- 
potism, she has cotfipellcd Europe from the fear 
of annihilation* ttf' knpw the plenitude of her 


power. 

It is time, since victory .restores justice to her 
empire, that she avail herself of the happy 

t 

change to promote the happiness of all. France, 
in changing her lavvs apd her masters, has only 
changed forms to disturb, means to annoy ; a 
new essay can only lead to new dangers, it is 
approved government that is required of her, 
and it is by the port whence she issued out to 

I' <• 

delive'r herself over to so many storms, that she 
is counselled to return. 

A local circumstance has saved the , world. 
A chance which must now be regarded in the 
light, as it were, of a foresight of nature, has 
interposed in support of lihat political watchful- 


ness which has bwn too nmch neglected by 
thos^ whose oflSce it was to guard the public 
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tranquillity. Had EnglaA not been an islandj^ 
had the ocean ceased to surround her, Europe 
had been lost ; at first in the^verthrow of ideas, 
afterwards in the overthrow of empires ; nothing 

r 

could have escaped force, if weakness had not 

found a place of refuge. The states bordering 

on France, delivered over b^ the principles of 

philosophy to the verge of despotism, were 

ruined before they vyere subjected. The world 

« 

was abandoned to the power of the sword if 
commerce had not found an asylum ; wealth, 
sheltered in an island, C9uld 'brave military des- 
potism, and gold and iron could dispute Europe 
v^ith it because they could separate themselves 
from it. 

In thus forming two distinct empires wise 
principles, ancient ideas, have been enabled to 
escape from violence ; the reign of injustice 
could .only be short, but b/ it all might have 
been destroyed, if an element, more powerful 
than man, had not preserved all. Undoubt- 
edly the energy of rthe Russian nation, the 
bravery of its armies, the rigour of its climate, 
the immensity of its territory, have be^ in- 



virTcible obstacles ; bqt if gold ha*d not for ten 
years retarded the march of military despotism, 
what progress wou|^ it not have made before any 
thingwelse was in a statd to* check it? If com- 
merce has not for ten years been a*ble to save the 
Continent from being rapidly impoverished, it 
has' at least sustai^pd it, and kept up there a ne* 
ccssary circulation. Sold, in serving several 
unfortunate coalitions, has prevented the mili- 
tary spirit being wholly 'annihilated, and the 
faults of the first - wars have afforded useful les- 
sons for future ones. Nanoleon made some 
brilliant campaigns bift he was intoxicated by 
success. Could he have suppressed the aids 
furnished by commerce, the subsidies Of* tilio 
only country which had escaped the general 
misfortune, with one, single bound this Tamer- 
lane of the nineteenth century might have leaped 
over every thing. ” But he has been obliged to 
fight step Jby step, as long as he found industry 
coming in to the support of devotedness and 
valour;, gold has been the means of gaining 
time, and to gain time* was to save the world. 
The triumph of false ideas could not be of a 



longer duration than that of violence, and vio- 
lence IS no more the proper i^tate of society, 
than storms are the proper s^te of nature. In 
retarding from fall to fall the destruction cf the 
Continent, the' pow^r of the Destroye;r silently 

V 

undermined itself. France was depopulated, a 
system of dilapidation was ini''oduced, upon the 
principle that a govemftieut which lives by 
rapine can neither be a'financier or an adminis- 
trator. Every thing 'was impoverished in the 
midst (of abundance, every thing was destroyed 
in the midst of an apparent prosperity, and 
Napoleon, blinded much' more than his enemies 
themselves, did not shew the extent of his 
porver till it contained within itself all the prin- 
ciples^ of its decrease. .The. Russian people have 
always been brave, devoted, and faithful, but is 
it very just to conclude from hence that if Eu- 

ft 

rope hud been sooner impoverished it’w'ould have 
had the*' same advantages ? The Continent has 
then been saved because the means of hgbting 
have not been wholly ravished from her, and 
because an island, separated from the contagion, 
has preserved that political health which she owes . 
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to ih# double happiness of belonging to Europe 
by her habits *and customs, and being separated 
from it by the si^s. 

England has undoubtedly other claims to uni- 
versal gratitude. It is.not to the Ocean that she 
owes a constitution which unites much more than 
that of any.qthqr country the, interests of indi- 
viduals with those of the rtate, the fortunes of 
individuals with the public fortune. It is not the 
ocean which h*as given her patriotism with those 
simple and just ideas she entertains upon>the laws 

of society, and upon publL virtue, nor did it give 
* ^ • 

her wise statesmen who know how to make a pro- 
per use of them. But it is her admirable situation 
which has saved her from the inundations of* the 
French armies, and from the disorders* which 
might have resulted’ from them. Not having to 
defend herself, she has been enabled to attack } 
not receiving laws, but giving law upon the sea, 
she has prepared assistance for her future Allies ; 
for she knew that ‘sooiier or later the oppressed 
would be her friends. It is behind inattackable 

f 

barriers that she has formed that military povver 
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of which she scarcely dared herself concei^^e the 

« I 

idea. 

But, in admiring men, who ^re only instru- 
ments, it is to princi|)lp3'that we must always 
finally recur, l^rovidence who pUnishqs, hut 
never wholly abandons, in delivering Europe 
over to a cqnqueror, reserved ta itself three great 
means of rescuing it again *from his grasp. ' An 
Island, rich and powerful, in which to store up 
the treasures of industry ; a Penirtsula, which it 
was impossible to swallow up; and a great 
people worthy of the tiameof Skfaviy* from whom 
they descend, to re-gorge, like them, upon Eu- 
rope, the barbarous hordes which crushed it 
with their weight. • 

Napf)leon, deceived by the* facility with which 
he was accustomed to bear down all before him, 
never conceived that Nature could resist his will. 
*Thfr Pyrenees, the Ocean, the immensity of the 
Russian empire, could not intimidate him: 
wherever he saw men, he concluded that he could 

f 

The word Sklavi in Russia signifies glory. 
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conquer them ; and the uniformity of his means 
led him not to entertain a doubt of tfie uniformity 
of his success, ^t was only the excess of his 
owii presumption that could spread out a snare 
for hinx. ^ - 

Tchingis Khan traversed Asia, the flat surface 
of which can .neither arrest the, course of hurri- 
cancs, or stop the progress of devastators ; and if 

Europe has escaped experiencing a like fate, it 

• 

is because Providence confided its preservation 
to an Empire more vast than its whole territory, 
to an Island ricl^er than it. elf, and to a Peninsula 
more inflamed with the fanaticism of independ- 
ence than all its other states. 

/ 

Napoleon has only reigned to furnish a ‘salu- 
tary lesson. Sovereigns, henceforwards, will 
keep a watchful eyfe over Philosophers, and the 
interests of human nature will be the power 
supreme to which nations themselves will be sub- 
ordinate. Attila, the Jirst scourge of God, was, 
if we may so say, the creator of the French mo- 
narchy. He forced the Romans to call in the 
'Franks, the Gauls to unite themselves with the 
Romans, the west of Europe to become civilized, 
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in order to repel these new barbarians. The 

battle of Chalons was the last shock of the 

wandering nations ; the battlQ/of Leipsick will 

be the last effort of the universal dominator ; ‘and 
' 

the restoration of Franfce, will be owing to nearly 

the same causes as the principle^of her monarchy. 

This monarchy was the first that , was formed, 

other jnations rallied round the example she had 

set, and civilized Europe will never forget her 

cradle. Respecting her territory, the nations 

around will engage her by their magnanimity to 

choose the only government, which can prove 

that she is desirous of peace. But, in order to 

obtain this peace, the sole obstacle to it must be 
. * 
removed, Napoleon must reign no longer. He 

ought no longer to sully the throne, nor ought his 

name any longer to sully these pages ; it is time 

that his power should vanish, and that l^urope, 

after 'twenty-three years of strums, should be 

« I 4 

shewn the bottom on which all her sovereigns 
ought to cast anchor, if they wish to return into 
port. 

If the Allies had armed upon those ./poHticaf 
principles, which have so often disunited them ? 
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if this memorable war had the character of all 
those by which'tft has been preceded ; if the 
jealousies of the differerrt cabit^ets had not, by 
an union deserving of the utmost admiration, 
been converted iqto a disinterested zeal for the 
public good; • if? the unanimity that reigns in 
their operations did not prove the integrity with 
which they are animated^; if victory, in short, 
had not been their just recompense, a respectful 
silence might still be observed. But the moment 
is arrived for finishing^the social edifice, for lay- 
ing thp fast stone— the key-stone of the vault, 
which in politics, as in architecture, insures the 
solidity of the whole, is nbt yet placed, but the- 
magnanimity of the’ allied Sovereigns# cantfot ad- 
mit* of holding baclc any longer; where every 
thing is praise-worthy, to keep silence is a sort of 
aspersion. The present moment being above all 

eulogium, we ought to resign ourselves with con- 

\ 

fidence to the future, and expect from Princes' 
who have shewn themselves so generous, that 
conduct alone which w'ould be the most just 
towards the people, the wisest for themselves, 
and the’ most useful for all. 
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It is not from hesitating to acknowledge a 

sacred right that the questiowfis agitated, how 

far it is of impor,tance to the French that tlieir 

lawful Sovereign should be^restorcd ; it is i?ot from 

calling in question whether Logis the Eighteenth 

be really their King; on these points no doubts are 

raised. Seeking to prove that it is essential, for 

the tranquillity of Europe and the happiness of 

« 

France, that this Prince should reign over her, is 
not combating a chimera, it is throwing down the 
last obstacle vvhifch can be opposed to the rpsto- 
ration of peace. 

Why fear to attack, in direct terms, that ma- 

4 ^ ^ 

levolence by which the House of Bourbon is pur- 
sued?*^ why- veil in mykery the attachment that 
the French Royalists bear to their King P—lf it 
were only for him, if it were only for thqm selves, 
that they wished to see him rt’gn, then it might 
be said, Let them keep silence ; it is* the only 
reproach that ought to be made to misfortunes. 
But if it be to appease jthat thirst for repose by 
which the whole world is devoured, let them 

I 

speak out. The greatest service that can be 
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rendered to Royalty is, to argue this question be- 
fore the torch of ?l['rutb. 

If the French Revolution has,destroyed preju- 
dices, Customs, even abuses, which it would have 
been more prudent to correct by degrees, who 
shay dare to* cdnfound such reforms with that 
sacred tie wlqch attaches a whole nation to a 
sovereign house that for eight centuries had watch- 
ed over her prosperity ? The cause of legitimate 
Royalty, pleaded twenty-three years ago before 
the>tribunal of public,opinion, Is gained at length, 
through the medium even of the crimes committed 
by him^ who sought to destroy it. The incqnve- 

aiencies of a military despotism have pronounced 

* * , > 

the culogium of a monarchical government ; Na- 
poleon is the most eloquent orator that ever spoke 
in favour of Kings, and the depopulated soil of 
France says more against l^is tyrannical govern- 
ment than could, be urged by all the demagogues 
of the universe against Royalty. The only rea- 
soning that can convince a people who have 
thrown aside first principles, is necessity, and in 
tbe name of necessity alone is it now permitted 
to speak; it is, only from her that safety is 
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now to be expected, it is she who will bring back 
France to monarchy. But wbaf-^ust be done that 

I 

in this monarchy, a wide and prudent government 
may be found ? — Every thing must be sacrificed 
to that which will put an end ta the greater por- 
tion of hatreds, every things addptdd which .will 
unite together the greatest number oF hearts, 
which will stifle past rerncmbrances, and destroy 
all other proteusions to power only by giving it 
back with confidence to him nho, not owing it to 
to the choice of any one, \yi!l preserve the same 
good-will towards all. 

It IS not from idolalry towards ihc posterity 
of some fortunate chiefs, that almost all nations 
have concurred in adopting the law of primo- 
geniture ; this law, which reason wrested impe- 
riously from ambition, is the wisest o.f all laws 

only beca\,tse it is the most useful. A country is 

« 

lost whenever any doubt exists as to who ought 
to reign over it ; from that moment who will have 
forbearance enough not, in his turn, to aspire to 

i 

this honour, and who will remain in a secondary 
situation, when a Crime has the air of promisi^jg 
him the first ? 
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If hereditary succession be attended with sonte 
inconveniencies, they ^rc only such as arise from 
nature ; they obey her laws*, they are those that 
families exjf>erience, they do not depend on men, 
and are therefore the less dangerous. Yes, a 
man must be borh W re^n, in order not to feel 
cither ^ride' or epjoyrnent in commanding; a 

man must be born to be a subject, in order not to 

•* 

feel impatience or humiliation in obeying. The 

t 

country where every one has h‘s appointed place 
is the oitly one which* can, hope to live in peace ; 
that where every one has his place to seek is 

condemned to all the horrors of anarchy. It is, 

* 

in order to quit this anti-social state that France 

ought to think of the moment when she shall 

^ ■* 

feel hcrSelf free ; and how arrive at it, if the most 
eminent plaf:c Js not that to be occupied the^ 
first ? • 

The lawful monarch, who can consent to 
mount a throne from which a Tyrant has just 
descended, in making such a*sacrifice can only be 
led oh by the hope of bringing peace to an unfor- 
.tunate people. Who can oppose such titles, such 
rights, such interests, against overgrown power. 
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against so many passions, so many opinions of 
every kind, as a legitimate prince r Could an ad- 
herent of any faction, could a foreigner, could 
another Bourbon, contend, with any.'prdspect of 
success, against an Adventurer more renowned 
than all of them together? 'Men may be able to 
seize the authority, but to preserv'e it Requires 
either a gigantic reputation or a legitimate right. 
In order to persuade a nation which after having 
changed masters twenty times, has fallen at last 
under the most intolerable tyranny, that it ought 
to give itself up to the government of a King ; 
this King, besides his clemency and his virtues, 
must bo the man in the whole universe in whom 
tlic most complete right to coihmand will be 
recognized ; be must be one with whom nobody 
can contest this right. 

And who but the heir c ‘’thirty-five kings, the 
lineal descendant of Saint Louis, of Henry the 
Fourth, combines in his person such a train of 
recollections, as can rcocue France from a yoke 
which her Oppressor renders every day more and 
more odious? Who will dare, after so many 
scoui^es, present himself as one scourge more ? 
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Perj^aps the ‘love of power, the thirst df reignihg 
which intoxicated Robespierre and which have 

turned the min^ of 4iis. successor, may still lurk 

• , 

in the hearts of some^ factious partisans, who, 

when they think of the end, cannot any longer 

measure the distance ; but they that can pretend 

to interpose between an Usurper, who ravages 

Europe, and the legal heir of an august hou^, 

are little to be feared. • Why place, or maintain 

upon the throne weak and feeble bein^ ? -Why 

protect tottering powers ? — Nothing but a glory 
» ( 

without reproach, a birth tmeontested, can, with 
any face, pretend to the honour of governing 
France. The glory is vanished, the rig^its re- 
main ; let Bonaparte .fall, and Louis the Eight- 
eenth can no longer have a rival* France may 
return into the bosom of anarchy, may belong 
to all the world, to end at last in belonging to 
nobody, but no other can reign over*her, save he 
who has a right to reign. Europe ought not to , 
suffer any new , experiments to be made in a 
country, whose experiments have already cost 
her so dear. If it be humane to desire tran- 
*quillity, it is necessary to exact it. Is it for the 

G 9 
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good of the man alone, or for the interests oi^all, 
that Sovereigns and Laws exist ? — Is it for Louis 
the Eighteenth that it is.neocssa^ the people pf 
France should havea King, or is it for this peo- 
pie that it is necessary Louis the Eighteenth 
should reign over them ? 

If the happiness of the French "were to be im- 
molated to the fortune of one man alone, then 
might it, indeed, be said, let the, royalists be 
silent, away with a purpose so culpable !— But if, 
on the contrary, it is jthe tranquillity of one that 
is to be sacrificed to the happiness of all, let 
them speak, and not wait till millions of men cry 
to them from the bottom of the tomb, “ spare 
“ the generation that remains ! save that which is 
“ to be born ! do not imitate those who have sa- 
“ crificed us !” 

The prevailing religion of France requires a 
lawful King, and not an Usurper obliged to per- 
secute it. It is too much connected with the an- 
cient monarchy, not to have been obnoxious to 
him. It was to make if subservient to his pro- 
jects, that he admitted it, as if a religion which 
can be rendered subservient, did not lose its' 



•85 


rights to the respect of mankind. The Imperial 
catechism, which makes the worship of the sove- 
reign the priraar^^ object, and that of God only 
an accessary,— this catecliism, as well as the Con- 
cordat, have endeavoured in vain to give a turn 
to men’s coosctences ; they cry louder than the 
Oppressor, and the long martyrdom that the head 
of the Church has experienced with a piety so 
affecting, has e'xpiated all his weaknesses. 

France, like all civilised Slates, being com- 
posed of husbandmen attacued to the soil, of pro- 
prietors of the public funds? of persons receiving 
salaries from government, of people living on 

f 

their irtdustry, of vagabonds, lastly, living by 
rapine ; the conscription, the forced loabs, the 
diminution of indirect taxes, the annihilation of 
commerce, and the war in the interior can- 
not have attached any body to the ’for- 
tunes of the Tyrant. In vain has he placed 
between these classes and himself a triple hairier 

of ^urtiers, of men in place, of warriors, among 

> 

wihom he has distributed his plunder, the ma- 
jorities wh-ich constituted their riches have dis- 
appeared. Italy, furnished the duchies, Pola#fdth« 
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counties the important fiefs, Westphalia and 
Germany the pensions to ^he Region of Honour, 
Accomplices witfiput rerfiorse, warriors with‘out 
modesty, favourites without merit, all pounced 
equally upon the prey which the Vulture had let 
fall from his blob'ly claws, and!* tlvese countries, 

* t 

like the stag who^ exhausted^ has nothing left but 

f 

his tears to oppose to the hunters, saw their 
wealth dilapidated by the hungry pack that de- 
voured them. 

But in losing th'eir conquests these disappointed 
courtiers, these vanquished warriors, these un- 
skilful administrators have lost the fruits of their 
devotion, and nothing remains to this ’’nobility 
but tlie meanness and the crimes which have 
supplied to them the place of ancestors. .De- 
prived of their rewards, but expected to make the 
same sacrifices, it is far from unreasonable to 
doubt the attachment of four or fivd thousand 
persons, who have only sold their consciences to 
receive the stipulated price. Impoverished, in 
fact, reduced to honours which will become ridi- 
culous, to a contested distinction, to a glory 
changed into shame, it may well be supposed 
that the coj^'esus will shi^in^away in their eyes^^ 
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and that this same barrier raised between the 

• • 

Tyfant and his disenchanted people, will soon be 
overthrown with ease. Disorder may hitherto 
liave fceen convenieilt to many ; Europe was the 
prize of the conqueror, Frahce was not the prey, 
of the vanquished but an order of things which 
carries away frsmUhe lands the liands by which 
they were 'Cultivated, which deprives the manu- 
facturers of all hope of a market for their goods, 
the man of no situation of all hope of plunder, 
cannot long subsist. The receipts of the exterior 
supported the finances, the vvar,>thc armies, and 
licences were of some assistance to commerce ; 
these resources arc exhausted; the abyss is 
opened, and all France is perhaps about to ’be 
precipitated into it,' while a single , mam alone 
would fill it up. 

If ' the generation which has just risen up in 
* 

France, those who fight, those who prepare them- 
selvea to \x:cupy places, know nothing of the 
Bourbil^ns, for they are in fact to them imaginary 
beings, those who govern, those who occupy im- 
portant posts lived under the last reign. The 
youth, fed Ustray by the unwearied assiduity with 
' G 4 
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which the dilferetit factions have calumniated 

♦ • 

their ancient Princes, naust have received false 
impressions upon the subject. But when they 
shall discover that the pre^nded organs of th(i * 
public opinion have ‘deceived them, that the vic- 
tories talked of have lu^n only defeats, the '’on- 
quered countiies only v ist tdmbs, the national 
prosperity only an iniinen^e deficit, the glory of 
the country a chimera, and its depopulation a sad 
truth, ; when they shall be convinced of these 
things/ then, perhaps, it will not be dilficult to 
persuade them. that their prejudices against a 

t 

mild, modest, and sagacious race of princes, have 
not been more just than their predilection for the 
Usurper. The attachment of the armies to the 
Tyrai.t is no longer to* be fehred ; they loved no- 
thing but his glory, by which they were dazzled ; 
his reverses have opened their eyes. The national 
pride may still maintain a struggle, but if address 
be useef in separating this sentimenf, noble in 
itself, from the ungrateful wretch who hft».^m- 
promised it so egregiously; no fear need W en- 
tertained of talking to the soldiers of theirandelit 
masters, to the youth of the descendants of their 
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Icings ;-~the calumnies of a Tyrant, onc§ becom« 
odious, will soon be converted into titles to 
este.j)cn. 

IF this tumultuous youth is Jess to be feared 
than lug been hitherto-conceived, how ridiculous 
would it be to fcay maturer age, when the passions 

are deadened -any the heart begins to sigh only 

* • 

for rej)ose. With the exception of a very small 

* x 

number of individuals, which the royal clemency 
would excuse, because the happiness of a people 
must supercede the justice of a king, what reason- 
able man is there in Jill France who would not 
feel the necessity of expiating the murder of 
Louis the Sixteenth, and effacing the remem- 
brance of the wrongs inflicted upon his family ? 
Who would not see wifh transport, the ‘sacred 
dove, who alone has the right to announce the 

reconciliation of heaven with the earth, return 
* •( 

into the ark ? A great crime has been commifted, 
nothing l/ut a great expiation can wash a^ay the 
shame of it. After several years of blindness, 
thd| English found that no one but the heir of 
Charles the First could console them for the loss 
of his father. At every matk of respect shewn 



kim, at ^very token of repentance with whidi 

they overwhelmed him, they felt the htirden of 

that guilt, which for eleven ^ears had weighed 

heavy on their hearts, alteviated and lightened. 

But what h at last the picture of that <Europe 

whose thoughts aie all employed upon one single 

man, — upon a man who keeps' aW her springs 

stretched to the utmost, who alone suspends her 

tranquillity ? Before Europe can think of influ- 

( 

cncing the fate of France, the question may be 

asked, can she dispose of her ? Who governs her ? 

Who animates lier? What hath she done, with 

her old errors ?*What will she do with her new 

virtues ? I’o so many questions, with regard to 

the future, the past might answer, if Europe at 
« * * 

the present moment were such as she was for- 
merly. But her sovereigns, hei intiinidited 
people are no longer what tl ey wi ce 5 two years 
have changed her means, and aioiie have repaired 
fifteen*yeais of misfortunes. 

It is the people at large who have now con- 
quered, it was only portjons of the people ithat 
were vanquished. The armies had been beaten In 
one campaign, in another the cabinets had been 
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deceived; sovereigns, generals, ministers, bad been 
tricked, the people brought nothing into the 
quarrel but fear and (^.iriosity,. In these contests 
esteem was for. the enemy, ^ distrust for them- 
selves, and opinion was fortune. But from the 
moment when a grdht people substituting them- 
selves ‘for the army, placed their entire will in 
the room of tho instrument only of that will, 
the face of Euro|\e must neeessarily be changed. 

The Tyrant of the French only made such a 
prognss over Europe by inesois of his auxiliary 

p , 

aids, ‘If he fought he, armies, policy seconded 

him ; if ho menaced thrones, his menaces flat- 

tcied tile, people ; if he plundered these same 

% 

pei^ple ho revenged the sovereigns whom the had 
abandoned. Disordcj and falsehood nr/arched be- 
fore him, one half of ins enemies served him to 
weaken 'thc otlier half ; disunion delivered the 
world up ,to him, it is union which ha? just re- 
conquered it. The Oppressor of Europe governed 
the half of her territory ; he had deceived France 
by holding out thc hopecof rendering her happy ; 
Italy by the hojie of seeing (he wliole countrjj^ 
united .together ; the Confederation of the Rhine, 
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by inspiring them with fear of Prussia and 
Austria ; Spain hy treason ; Holland by per- 
fidy ; Austria by Ijis ‘oegyciations ; Prussia b’g 
» 

his intrigues ;• Saxony by his hypocrisy ; Poland 

ft 

by false hopes ; Russia by the promise of restor- 

ing her to tranquillity. So •'much power raised 
^ • 

upon such a scaffolding, of falsehood, maist one 
day moulder away, and this • Tower of Babel 
must be abandoned by its workmen, Kings and 
Princes, who in serving the ambition of one 
man all on a sudden ceased to understand each 

4 

Other. . 

The Revolution, a contagious malady, for 
twenty' years lias resisted every kind of re- 
medy ; it was necessary that the atmosphere 
should recover its salubrity.; it was necessary, as 
with the plague, that the evil in extending it- 
self should lose its ^orce, and exhaust itself in the 
blood of its victims. The sovereigns, the go- 
vernments, the armies, these important parts 
of society are not so culpable as they may 
be thought; it is the people led astray at 
^all points that have have done the mischief, 
and it is the people alone that can repaii it. 
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This revolution Avhich carried its ideas to 
•complete independence, met, the end of its 

* m 

^j:ourse, a people the jnosf dependent and the 
most happy upon the earth;, it struck against 
Russia, and* it bruised its feet. Strong from the 
impulsive force it received in the west of Europe, 
it yielded to the resistance of a great nation 
placed at the other extremity. Theories, ab- 
stract ideas, had led, the people on ; experience, 
simple ideas, have led them bac k. The love of 
liberty, instead of establishing rc^-ublics, has an- 
nihilated i hose that existed, and the fruit* of an 
age ot sophisms, and twenty-five years of mis- 
fortunes, is the wish of Holland for a king. * 
To obviate all uneasiness respecting the prf- 
sent coalition, let it only be asked, wlierc is the 
power that can destroy Opinion ? Suppose the Op- 
pressor of FiaiK e to levy eleven hundred thousand , 
soldiers, he cannot conquer twenty nations tvho 
have constituted themselves the d^pdtsiov their ar- 
mies. What can be the result even if he obtain 
victories? Can they compel* ideas tc make one 
rctrogadc step? For twenty years the sovereigns 
Jiad been ascending the stream of opinion, at pre- 
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sent* they redcsccnd it, carrying with them the 
wishes of all the people upon the shores. 

While the sovereigns fopght against the Fre^V 
nation, the kruggle was painful, and they could "s 
not fail of being overpowered ; but since it is the 
nations that hght against a' Corsican, opinion has 
changed its place, it has passed into the camp of 
the conquerors. And if all the principles, all the 
sentiments that bifid men clescly together are on 
the side of the Allies, a rapid glance will soon 
shew that all the resources are equally with them. 

Prussia has been ‘laid waste, but her inha- 
bitants have been converted into invincible sol- 
. diers ; necessity and despair bavo^ done more 
than the economy pf Frpderic William the First, 
and the genius of his sop. Her armies are more 
numerous ; devotion to the cause has supplied 
, materials to support it; discipline! has arisen from 
the ‘necessity of its being re-established. Useful 
men have presented themselves from all parts, 
the clouds which concealed the skilful Generals 
are dispersed ; Blifcher has saved his country, 
and Prussia a): this day, has no reason to envy 
Prussia, under the Great Frederic. ' , 



95 

Instructed by experience, the Confederation 

of the Rhine no longer seeks a support in tyran* 

ny'; slie will no longer^ehdeavuur to escape from 

the laws she had made to herself to run into a , 

system of which she is still ignorant ; she will 
• * 

only see in France a barrier against the ambition 
of Rie powers by whom she is surrounded, and 
in these same powers a curb to the ambition •d. 
France. * ' 

Austria, who incluc^es within herself, all that 
constitutes the true force of a^tatc, a monarchy, 
as lalleyrand himself acknowledged, whose roots 
penetrate quite t» the centre of the earth, — Au- 
stria will have learnt that egoism in pofitics is 

tile most fatal of all combinations. , * 

» 

.Too much disjJhsed perhaps to take the agita- 
tions of factions for the safety of the state, Swe- 
den already feels the entire value of her brilliant 
situatioa. , She sees in the great mah, who be- 
tween Lutzen and Lcipsic, recalls the memory of 
the illustrious Gustavus, one who will repair the 
, evils that Charles the’ Twelfth brought upon her, 
and thanks Heaven for having drawn from the 
bosom of disorder the hero, who will restore her 
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to tranquillity and lay the foundation for her 
future prosperity. 

Denmark, corrected hy experience, will learn 
• perhaps that to share the'^misfortuncs of fl]e,brave, 

, is preferable to participating in the fortune of 
wicked : and thiveatened with ))cing taught a 
severe lesson, .will hasten to ^ncrit the esteem of 
■ the dispensers of European justice. 

Holland, whose good faith is true power, in 
reviving commerce in her towns, in renewing her 
industry upon the clement by which she is sur- 
rounded, will not forget that to the wisdom of 
acquiring must be united energy to preserve, and 
the v'essel of the State, battered by iepu()lican 
tempests', will drop the thie anchor which alone 
can insure her tranquillity. 

Italy, more impatient of the yoke than anj 

other country, but more strictly \ atched, waits, 

but probably conspires. It is no l('uger' for her 

that wo tremble, it is for the unfortunate French, 

innocent, as it were, of the crimon that they com- 

mit. The Sicilian vespers cannot be called to < 

mind without sliuddering, and memory recurring 

% 

withjgrj^ to the pages of hjstory, sees those' fine 
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countries once more become the tombs of their 
conquerors. 

• *** 

. Sueh is the vicw.of the* powers whiclj have 

% 

received a gre*at example ’from England from 

Spain, and from Russia. If to the force of that 
* 

opinion which has raised Europe agaiii from her 
fallen* state, generous Snd clear-sighted England 
shall continue to* join her riches, (he Peninsula 
its energy, and Russia hei* admirable disinterest- 
edness, she is sure of recjpnquering her (mnquil- 
lity. 

The' Revolution made twenty-five years ago 
juofitod by the fauUs of all the Kings, let the 
present Revolution profit by their talents and th>sir 
virtues. The Allies .canne»t be ignorant of the 
resources they possess; recent events have taught 
them to underslam! them fully. But what are 
those resource's which Heaven had concealed, > as 
it were for, a time, to develope them agaiVi at the 
epoch when it should cease to punish ? 

Spain was nearly conquered ; a throne, an 
altar had fled ; the cohntry of Portugal was 
scarcely any longer a country ; but Wellington 
was 'reserved by Providence, and two brave na- 
tions have be^i saved. 


H 



98 


France, after five and twenty years of convul- 
sion, need of repose ; Europe has equal need, 
that she should be placed in a situation in w hichu 

c 

she is no longer to be feared ; the world at large 
has need, that she should be restored to its 
esteem, arid that same Providence has preserved 
to her a monarch just and without ambition, a 
' family without resentments, generous Princes 
who still tremble lest they should be confounded 
with her Tyrant. , 

The Allies, to, avoid the exactions which would 
render them odious, have occasion for subsidies, 
and Providence concentratestall the riches of the 
world among the people of the worlds the most 
worthy to make so noble an aise of them. 

In leading the Princes of the Confederation of 
the Rhine astray.for a while, in overlooking for 
a long time the faults of Prussia, the errors of 
Austria, Providence has maintained ,upon those 
thrones, sovereigns full of honour and worthy 
of hearing the truth. 

Not being able to restore at once to Sweden 
the preponderance; she bad enjoyed in former 
ages, it has united her ^lory with that of a Chief 
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which it has gi^enjto her soldiers and who pre- 
pares to her a glorious futurity. 

. _ Lastly, to crown ,so mjny blessings, to unite 
so many different elements, 4o overthrow so many 
obstacles, to stifle so much ambition, to smooth 
over so many jealousies, to cem.ent so vast an 
edifice. Providence has*consigned its great work 
to the safeguard nf probity, of honour, of all the 
most heroic sentiments, And has placed these 
virtues in the heart of the Emperor Alexander. 

Lolhdon^ December i ith, 1813. 
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